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“IF BUT YE KNEW.” 
John Strong. 


Who waite at David's Inn? 
Ob, long, long since the herds were safe 
a-fold, 
And on the hills the silver hoar-rime shim- 
mers; 
The winds are crying on the withered wold, 
The little town amid her thatches glimmers, 
Asleep were they, that wondrous night of old, 
At David's Inn! 


Who waits at David’s inn? 
A laggard red of firelight touches kina 
That piteous maid acrose the rushy floor. 
O sirs, if but ye knew when all so blind 
Ye turned the King away from His own 
door, 
To lay Him down with tim’rous ox and bind 
At David's Inu! 


, Who waits at David's Inn? 
A sta? A star! The milk-white night is 


singing, 
The sky abloom and angels trooping past! 
“ Good-will to men,” the distant hills are ring- 
ing — 
O sirs, if but ye wist, as midnight passed, 
What tiding of great joy that maid was 
bringing, 
Your Lord ye eure would not bave from ye 
cast 
At David's Inn! 


Oinoinnati, Ohio. 





The Outlook. 


The nomination of Attorney General McKenna for 
the Supreme bench as Justice Field’s suc- 
cessor, is not a popular one. Neither his 
Congressional career, nor his record for five 
years as circuit judge, nor his brief admin- 
istration of his present office, have been 
such as to satisfy the general public of his 
fitness. To say nothing of his religious 
affiliations, or of professional jealousies, or 
the protests of lawyers and judges against 
his appointment, there is a deep-seated 
impression that he lacks the decision and 
strength and ability needed for the high 
office proposed. 


Secretary Gage’s pian to place all clerks in his 
department over seventy years old on an 
honorary roll with a reduced salary of $900 
and less arduous duties, is causing a com- 
motion both among the clerks and in Con- 
gress. The foes of civil service recognize 
that this plan meets one of their 
arguments, that there is too much “ dead 
wood” in office; they cannot oppose it, 
therefore, except on the basis of its result- 
ing in a civil pension system. They may 
succeed in killing it, but the difficulty will 
continue — that the Government will have 
to be handicapped by carrying superannu- 
ated employees on its rolls, simply because, 
though the legal right existe of weeding 
them oat, it seems harsh to dismiss them. 


The Arctic ship *‘ Windward,” used by Mr. Jack- 





and sent to this country in the spring. 
This new courtesy is a reminder of previous 
grateful acte of a similar kind — England’s 
gift of the “ Alert” to this country to aid 
in the search for the Greely party; and the 
two Grinnell expeditions fitted out here to 
hunt for traces of Franklin and his brave 
comrades. Not only is the gift a valuable 
one to Mr. Peary, and a recognition of the 
practicability of his plans, itis also a new 
fraternal bond which will help to strengthen 
kindly feeling between the two countries. 


Betore adjourning for the holidays, an appropria- 
tion of $200,000 was voted by Congress for 
the relief of the Klondike sufferers. The 
Secretary of War is to expend it. Oaptain 
D. L. Brainard (the “ Sergeant Brainard ” 
of the Greely expedition) is to have charge 
of the purchase and distribation of sup- 
plies. Six hundred reindeer, broken to 
harness, will be obtained in Lapland and 
shipped to Dyea. Snow locomotives will 
probably be used to beat down a trail. 
Manufacturers of condensed food will be 
interviewed. The Dominion authorities 
will be consulted with a view to arranging 
for joint action in sending relief. It is 
believed that the supplies will be ready to 
leave Dyea by February 1. 

Italy has been fortunate of late in her ministers 
of finance. The bankruptcy threatened a 
few years ago was averted by the prudent 
administration of Baron Sonnino. In Pro- 
fessor Luzzatti the nation has found a 
financial manager equally as admirable. 
Not only was he able to aunounce recently 


some 3,000,000 small taxpayers would be 
relieved from the income tax. The country 
is poor, and has been “shaved to the 
quick” to meet the expenses of the Triple 
Alliance and the unfortunate Abyssinian 
war. Its public enterprises have been 
costly, and its official system corrupt and 
burdensome. But the reforms already 
made have proved beneficial, and there is 
no indication of a backward movement. 


The bubonic plague has broken out with fresh 
virulence in certain districts of India. Ac- 
cording to most recent light on the subject, 
it could be easily handied and suppressed 
were it not for the resistance of the people 
to modern scientific methods. The head of 
the Russian commission which went to 
Bombay to study it, Prof. Vuisokovitch, 
declares that though it is a severe disease, 
it is easier to control than such maladies as 
diphtheria and cholera. It is a purely 
“house disease.”’ Its bacillus will not live 
long in water, and dies when dried up. If 
cases could be searched out and segregated 
in hospitals, and their houses and contents 
be disinfected, the epidemic would cease to 
spread. But to this the stricken natives ob- 
ject. Search parties are denied entrance. 
Prophylactic inoculations — whether those 
of Yersin or Khafkin — do not seem to pre- 
vent; Yersin’s serum succeeds, in a measure, 
as a curative agent. 

Representative cotton-growers trom all parts of 
Georgia, the Oarclinas and Alabama met in 
convention in Atlanta last week, and took 
unanimous action to reduce the acreage 
next year — to raise less cotton and more 
hog and hominy. With a crop of 10,500,000 
bales, and a large surplus left over from last 
year, cotton could not help dropping to a 
price which did not pay for its raising. A 
similar experience occurred in 1894, when 
cotton went down to five cents. By agree- 


ucts put in, with the result that cotton 
went up to nine cents, and the farms were 
also self-supporting. If cotton can be 


merely a half but a three quarter crop of 
cotton can be raised, the land enriched, and 
the peas, sent north in February and March, 
prove a paying investment. 





Pelagic Sealing Crippled 

The bill passed by Congress last week 
relative to pelagic sealing is the most 
effective blow yet delivered at this most 
objectionable practice. It not only pro- 
hibite American citizens and ships from 
engaging in pelagic sealing in the Pacific 
Ocean north of the 35th parallel, but it 
makes contraband all skins which may be 
taken within the prohibited territory, 
forbidding their importation whether raw, 
dressed, dyed or manufactured, thus closing 
the principal market to the seal skins taken 
by Canadians. It farther forbids American 
citizens to furnish money or supplies for 
the fitting out of a vessel to be engaged in 
this contraband fishery ; and denies to all 
pelagic sealers the facilities of our ports, 
those of Alaska included, for water, sup- 
plies and repairs. It remains to be seen 
what Canada will now do. The pelagic 
sealing on which she insists is now made 
unprofitable ; will she continue it? 


Disfranchising Negroes in South Carolina. 
Senator Tillman’s plan of depriving, un- 
der forms of law, the colored people of 
South Oarolina of the right of suffrage 
conferred upon them by the Fifteenth 
Amendment of the Federal Oonstitu- 
tion, has succeeded. The State charter, 
framed in 1895, which requires that all 
applicants for the right of suffrage, 
after January 1, 1898, shall be able to read 
and write any section in said charter, or 
shall be possessed of $310 worth of assessed 
property, has not been invalidated, and 
about 120,000 Negroes are therefore dis- 
franchised. White rule is effectually es- 
tablished; the registration booke just 
closed contain the names of 90,000 whites 
(out of 99,334 of voting ege) and of about 
12,000 Negroes. There seems to be no other 
legal recourse for this oppressed race than 
to comply with the conditions. The re- 
strictions under which they are placed 
ought to act as a stimulus. Within the 
next decade the great body of those now 
denied civic rights ought to earn them by 
acquiring the rudimentary education de- 
manded; or, if this be not possible, by get- 
ting together, through labor and thrift, the 

required $310 worth of property. 








The Dismemberment of China. 


The supineness of the Chinese authorities 
to the German seizure of an important bay 
and port, and of subsequent encroachment 
until about four hundred square miles of ter- 
ritory have been brought under alien domi- 
nation, will doubtless give license to other 
European powers to enlarge their holdings; 
and the long-talked-of partition of China 
will be gradually accomplished. England 
has already obtained larger concessions on 
the mainland north of Hong Kong, and 
has her eye on Port Hamilton and the 
Yangtee Valley. A fleet of four French 
warships is under orders to proceed to 
Ohina, with the purpose, no doubt, of get- 
ting more territory in the south. Russia 
will probably be content with the absorp- 
tion of Manchuria and Korea. Japan still 
holds on to Wei-hai-wei, waiting for an in- 
demnity that will never be paid. She has 
the most powerful fleet in the East, and, as 
she must some day fight Russia, her pres- 
ent holding is of great value. If China 
had the skill of the Turkish ruler, and could 
play off the Powers against one another, 
this spoliation of her territory might at 
least be postponed. 


A Rapid Transit Problem. 

Rapid transit in New York is “ hung up,” 
at present writing, pending the determina- 
tion of the two conditions imposed by the 
Appellate Division of the Supreme Court. 
The Court confirmed the report of its spe- 
cial commission, and thereby declared that 
the proposed scheme of underground 
transit is feasible. But in handing down 





its opinion, Justice Van Brunt included a 
stipulation that the Rapid Transit Com- 
mission shall exact for the protection of 
the city a bond of $15,000,000 from the con- 





tractor to whom it may award the franchise. 
He did not state whether this bond should 
cover simply the period of construction, or 
whether it should continue through the pe- 
riod of the franchise — from twenty-five to 
fifty years. Until this ambiguity is cleared 
up, no contracts can be made. If the pe- 
riod of the franchise is meant, the stipula- 
tion would prove prohibitive of the entire 
work, as no contractor could be found who 
would be willing to assume such an obliga- 
tion. The second condition—that the 
court of last resort must determine whether 
the debt limit of the city would be ex- 
ceeded by the expense of the proposed con- 
struction — has given rise to a good deal of 
contention pro and con. Should the two 
conditions be met, there are three syndi- 
cates ready to bid for the contract. 





For Sound Money. 


The Indianapolis Sound Money OConfer- 
ence is to reassemble on the 25th of January 
to consider the report of ite Monetary 
Commission, and to take appropriate 
action. The Banking and Ourrency com- 
mittee of the House will postpone legisia- 
tion until the report of this Commission 
shall have been endorsed and received. 
This new meeting of the Conference will be 
made as representative and impressive as 
possible. All boards of trade, commercial 
clubs and similar organizations in all cities 
of the United States having a population of 
8,000 or more, will be invited to send 
delegates. The recent action of the South- 
erp bankers in convention at Atlanta — “‘ to 
take the banking business out of politics, 


| and ‘the Government out of the barking 


business ; to retire and cancel the green- 
backs and Treasury notes; to reduce our 
eight kinds of money to two (specie and 
bank notes)”*—is in line with Northern 
ideas of curreucy reform, and particularly 
with those enunciated by Secretary Gage 
and formulated in bis bill. Senator Chand- 
ler’s peevish arraignment of President 
McKinley in the columns of the Wasbing- 
ton Post, and his intimation that unless the 
latter stops Secretary Gage “ in his insane 
career ” to commit the country more thor- 
oughly to the gold standard, and continues 
instead to promote bimetallism, the Repub- 
lican party will be “ split into fragments,”’ 
will only have the effect to intensify the 
agitation for the permanent settlement of 
the currency. 


The National Board of Trade. 


Ite twenty- eighth annual session was held 
in Washington last week. The venerable 
President Fraley, though unable to be pres- 
ent, was re-elected to the office which he 
has held since 1868. Ex-Governor Stanard 
presided. Among the matters approved by 
the Board were the enactment of a national 
trade-mark law; the adoption of an Amer- 
joan system of Naval Reserves; a perma- 
ment Tariff Commission; the improvement 
of internal waterways; the active prosecu- 
tion of the Nicaragua Oanal project; the 
Anti-Scalpers bill, now pending in Con- 
gress; the permanence of the consular serv- 
ioe, and promotion and compensation ao- 
cording to merit; the preservaiion of forest 
lands and the encouragement of timber 
culture; the Torrens land law scheme; 
Federal supervision of all irrigation enter- 
prises; national quarantine legislation; and 
a general law to substitute weight for meas- 
ure when practicable. After prolonged dis- 
cussion, resolutions were adopted favoring 
railway pooling under the careful super- 
vision of the Interstate Commerce Oom- 
mission. A favorable report was made on 
one-cent postage. The establishment of 
postal savings banke was discussed. Gov- 
ernment ownership of railroads was disap- 
proved. The currency resolutions adopted 
endorse the single gold standard, the grad- 
ual retirement of United States notes, the 
enlargement of the national bank circula- 
tion with a reduction in the tax on the 
same, and the establishment of national 
banks with a capital of $25,000 or over in 
towns of more than 2,000 population. 
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Our nee, 


BETHLEHEM’S KING. 
Rev. Edward A. Rand. 


1 sve no weary camel-train 
Tol! o’er the dreary moor, 

And bearing sages from the Hast 
Bow at my lowly door. 


But Thou art here, O Saviour King, 
To still this troubled breast. 

When absent — oh, what weariness! 
Thy presence is my rest. 


No frankincense or myrrh or gold 
Have I to give my King, 

And yet this heart one tribute bas 
That it would gladly bring. 


As in the sun a crystal flames, 
Although a humble stone, 

So in Thy light how glows my heart! 
Take that — it is Thine own! 


Watertown, Mass. - 





“@LADDEST THOUGHTS FOR CHRIST- 


MAS. 


N reply to a request by the editor for 
al the * gladdest thought for Christmas- 
tide,’”’? embodied in a sentencs or two, the 
following, among the many written to, have 
responded: — 


Louise Manning Hodgkins. 


That there shall dawn at last a glorious day 
When He who, cradied in the manger, lay, 


ln all the majesty of heaven arrayed, 
Shall rule the universe His hands have made; 


While in heaven’s law each son of earth shall 
find 
The outward habit of his inward mind. 


When every land shall seek another’s good, 

Nor deem the truth unchampioned save by 
blood ; 

And every man shal! toll with equal zeal 

To work bis brother's as his own true weal. 


When brain not brawn shall rule the place of 
seers 
And heal the shame of our degenerate years; 


When only they are great who greatly live 
And only they are rich who richly give; 


When all the “ one in Ubrist ’ shall feel and 
know 
The “ fellows bip of saints ” above, below; 


When Love's one lesson needs not to be taught: 
Herein | find my gladdest Chris:mas thought! 


Auburndale, Mass. 


President W. F. Warren. 
O me the “gladdest thoaght of all the 
Chrietmastide”’ ie this: that however we 
may conceive of the origin,and the historic 
progréss, and the possible depths of 
Tue FALL OF MAN, 
the origin, and the historic progress, and ths 
possible he'ghts of 
Tue Risk or MAN 
ware divinaly broaght to light and made for- 
ever secure by the immaculate conception and 
sinless birth of this Christ Child —Son of God 
and Son of Man. Let the redeemed world in 
realms visible and invisible jhail the day with 
halleluiabs. 
Boston University. 





Mrs. Annie E. Smiley. 
HE gladdest thought that this Christmas 
tims brings to ms isths personal con- 
sciousness of a living, iadwelling Christ. 
Milford, Mass. 





Rev. William Butler, D. D. 


HE gladness of this Christmastide'is greater 
in my heart than ever before in my long 
life. For I koow that the joy of the coming of 
the Prince of Peace was never so widely ex- 
tended as it is today, and never before have the 
rays of the Star of Bethlehem illumined so many 
of the dark places of theearth. All other his- 
tories grow dim in the distance, but this shines 
out in increasing splendor and shall still, unto 
the perfect day. In two benighted lands I have 
seen the extension of this glorious light, and I 
rejoice in the assurance of God’s Word concern- 
ing His blessed Son: “Of the increase of His 
government and peace there shall be no end!” 


Newton Centre, Mass. 





Ellen U. Clark. 


Y giaddest thought, when I am “ worthy 
of myself,” is — immortality. 


“ Worlds on worlds are rolling ever 

Prom creation to decay, 

Like the bubbles on a river, 
Sparkling, bursting, boroe away. 

But they are still immortal 

Who, through birth’s orient portal, 

And death’s dark chasm hurrying to and fro, 
Clothe their unceasing flight 
In the brief dust end light 

Gathered around their chariots as they go.” 


Cambridge, Mass. 


President George L. Plimpton. 

ORREGIO'S famous “ Holy Night ” repre- 

sents a wonderfal, supsrnatural light 
streaming from the manger where the Christ 
Child lay. This may have been the artist's 
taney; yet In this year of our Lord 1897 more 
men than ever before recognize Him as the 
“trae Light which lighteth every man that 
cometh into the world.” My giaddest thought 
is that today men are seeing that the light from 
the Christ is the only light which can lighten 
the darkness of the social and political as well 
as the moral world. 
Tilton Seminary, N. H. 


Mrs W. T. Perrin. 

T has been my happy privilege to help some 

souls out of unspeakable wretchedness intc 
the peace of God. My gladdert thought this 
Christmastide—a thought which thrills me 
with holy joy — is that Christ came to make it 
possible fora soul to be forever rid of sin. 
Boston, Mass. 


Principal E. M. Smith. 


N response to your request for Christmas, [ 
send you this little quotation from Dr. Van 

Dyke, which has found an echo in my heart: — 

“ Could every time-worn heart but see Thee once again, 

A bappy human child, among the homes of men, 

The age of doubt would pass — the vision of Thy face 

Would silently restore the childhood of the race.” 


Montpelier Seminary, Vt. 





Mrs. 0. W. Scott. 

LL our other holidays are national in their 

significance, but Christmas is for the 
whoie wide world. So my best thought reaches 
out into earth's dark p'aces, and watches the 
light of Bet hlehem’s Star beginning to shine for 
them, and awakening the old query: “‘ Where is 
He that is born King of the Jews?” My glad- 
dest thought reaches into the future — to the 
time when the little children of the Orient and 
the frozen Northland shall wish each other 
“ Merry Christmas!” shall sing of Bethlehem’s 
holy Child, and lay their offerings at His feet. 
Brockton, Mass. 


Dean M. D. Buell. 

HE incarnation greatly enhances the dig- 

nity of human life. Its disciplines of 
sorrow, its tragic cooflicts with sin, its discov- 
ery of ethical opportunities and possibilities, 
and its growth in the kaowledge and love of 
God the Father A'mighty, are seen to be per- 
sonal experiences not unworthy the estate of 
the only- begotten Son of God. 
School of Theology, Boston University. 





Mary E. Lunn. 


My “ gladdest thought for Christmastide? ” 
Why, that the love of God so wide — 
Taking the whole world in its thoaght 

And giving all that Christ has brought — 
Can enter, fill and use each heart 

That wishes thus to have a part 

In ministry of love to bring 

The world to God, through Christ our King. 
Boston, Mass. 


Prof. C. T. Winchester. 


AM glad because I sce more and more that 
our Lord Jesus Christ came to earth not 
merely to ransom, but to reveal, humanity; to 
show us what infinite possibilities of kaow!l- 
edge, and beauty, and love, there are in this 
huma. nature of ours; and to prove that it is 
most nearly divine when it is most fully human. 


-In a word, lam glad that the kingdom of God 


was founded here by the Son of Man. 
Wesleyan University. 


Adelaide S. Seaverns. 
HAT the hearts of women the world around 
thrill with solemn joy, as only the heart 
of woman cap, at the thought that through the 
anguish and pain of a maiden mother the 
Prince of Peace came into this dreary world, 
and that through Jesus Christ alone has woman 
come to her crown and kiogdom as man’s ac- 
knowWledged peer and willing co-worker in 
these closing nineteenth-century days — surely 
no gladder thought can inspire us. Woman 
owes all to Christ. 
Boston, Mass. 
Rev. C. F. Rice, D. D. 
HE gladdest thought to me at this Christ- 
mastide is that the angels’ advent song 
will fiad an echo in more hearis than inany 
year of all the nineteen centuries past, and that, 
as never before, the Christ of the manger and 
the cross is enthroned in the world’s life, mold- 
ing its thought and action. 
Cambridge, Mass. 


Mrs. Julia A. Tirreil. 

M Y gladdest thought for this Christ mastide 

is that for nineteen centuries the in- 
fluence of God’s great Gift to the world, though 
@pparently obscured at times, has really gone on 
increasing in power, and is greater today than 
ever before. 

New Bedford, Mass. 
Mrs. Ella Freeman Talmage. 


HE gladdest thought to me this Christmas 
time is that the blessed Babe of Bethle- 





welcomes this Christ Child through her now 
wide-open door; India’s awakened hosts are 
crowning Him “ Lord ofall.” The story of the 
shepherds as told to wondering Judeans is now 
heard not only in hermit Korea, but inthe dis- 
tant lands and isles of thesea. Thus the foot- 
steps of the Prince of Peace are resounding 
farther and wider. The song of the angels is 
speedily becoming the song of the world. 
Auburndale, Mass. 


President A. F. Chase. 

O many blessings are bestowed upon ms 

throughout the year, every one of them 
mine only as Ohristianity makes this possible, 
that it is not easy to specialize for Christmas. 
These are things that make me glad — the 
peace of Christ, home, friends, the privilege of 
work — all facts which are to be unbroken for- 
evermore. 

Kent’s Hill, Me. 


Ciara M. Cushman. 

Y gladdest thoughts this Christmas are: 

Our father and mother are still with us, 
their ‘: anchor holds,” and I have the privilege 
of ministering to them. The Christ came to 
Bethlehem for me;I truly love Him and shall 
see Him by and by. He gave me the privilege 
of carrying the glad news to some who sat in 
darkness, and allows me to be His co-worker 
now. “ The good tidings of great joy shall be 
to all people.” “From the uttermo:t parts of 
the earth have we heard songs.”” “ Jesus sball 
reign.” 

Walnut Hill, Mass. 





Rev. C. W. Gallagher, D. D. 

HE birth of Christ was the entrance into 

the world of a new type and power of liv- 
ing. Civilization his. basen since then, in its 
ess sntial elemsats aad high ideals, what it never 
was,aad never could have been, before that 
wonderful event occurrsi. Within the ever- 
widening stream of the Carist-inflaence indi- 
viduals haves had more by waich and for which 
to live. Whatever of good has been brought 
dowa from ths old ante-Bsthlehem ages, the 
post-B sthiehem period has had a glory and hope 
all its owa. Taos birth song of the angels is 
falfilled jn the life-soug of a redeemed and j »y- 
ous church. 
Auburndale, Mass. 


Amanda M. Wilson. 


HRISTMAS is the happiest day in the year 

because it com nemorates that great event 
which was announced by the angelic chorus in 
the song, “ Glory to God in the highest, and on 
earth peace, good-will toward men.” The glad- 
dest tidings thet mortal ear can listen to is the 
gospel of salvation. Let it be heard with joy. 
Christ bas come! Let us for His sake cherish 
loving thoughts, fiading expression in deeds of 
kindness as we exclaim, “ Thanks be unto God 
for His unspeakable gift!” 


Bucksport, Me. 


Rev. Hosea Hewitt. 


UR joy is that Corist came asa light for 
the illumination of the nations. The In- 
carnation is a disclosure (apokalypsis) alike of 
God's true natare and man’s—an unveiling 
which shows that beneath the sin and sorrow 
and suffering spread over the world within us 
and without —over man and over nature — 
truth and beauty, power and blessedness, essen- 
tially exist, but that without the Illuminer a 
veil of darkness hides them from sight and rec- 
ognition. Jesus reveals the hidden treasures of 
the soul, and shows us what marvelous capabil- 
ities of faith, love and spiritaal energy slumber 
within us — how 
“ Toere shine through all our earthly dress 
Bright shoots of everlastingness.”’ 


Richmond, Me. 


My “ gladdest thought for Christmastide? ” 
Ab! this is simply told. 

For ’tis not aught by wealth defied, 
Nor by fame’s hand controlled. 

Rather the sweet, the cheering thought, 
That with the round of years 

The world has to this Christmas brought 
Less sorrow and less tears. 


The holly and the mistletoe 
Ne’er found the earth so bright 

With gen’rous deed of hearty glow 
As now delights our sight; 

And Christmas boughs are bent more low, 
By gifts of love inwrought, 

Since this old world ba: come to know 
That love our Saviour brought. 


Providence, R. I. 





Mrs. J. M. Durrell. 

THINK my gladdeat thought just now is this: 
As Christ brought joy and gladness to the 
poor, so His church iscoming more and more to 
celebrate His birthday and perpetuate His spirit 
by opening ner heart and hand to the poor, the 

outcast, and the unfortunate. 

Nashua, N. H. 
Prof. S. F. Upham, D. D. 

HE giad thought that comes to me at 
Christmas and abides through the year 
is that God once came to earth in human form. 
This is the sublime distinction of Christianity. 
All other forms of religion embody the idea that 





hem, with quicker pulse, is winning His way 
into the heart of the world. Great new China 


man is to climb up toward| God. On Christmas 


Day we behold God bowing the heavens and 
coming down. He “came into the world,” 
from the highest to the lowest; “‘ was rich,” 
“became poor.’”” The Eternal has been seen by 
human eyes. He who made our earth once 
walked among men. Christ is not a force, a 
law, an abstraction, but a living concrete Per- 
8.n, * begotten of His Father befors all worlds, 
God of gods, Light of light,” who once in the 
eternities became man. This the blessed Christ- 
mas signifies to me. 


Drew Theological Seminary. 





THE FIRST CHRISTMAS MORNING. 


HE khan to which Joseph and Mary had 

app'ied was not a comfortable place; and 
the stable in which the baby was born wasa 
rude affair. Mary saw that it was a cave in the 
heart of a rock; a species of grotto. A little flat 
lamp of clay whose wick floated in oil, or a rude 
kind of lantera made by straining waxed cloth 
over a frame of rings, was allowed her. It 
struggled feebly with the damp darkness... . 
It must have been far on in the night, prob- 
ably towards morning, that she stirred uneasily, 
and, out of fitful slamber, broken by conscious 
suffering, turned again, broad awake, and 
looked about her. 

No, it was no dream. She was not at home in 
bappy Nazareth. Strange to the eye, strange to 
the ear, strange to the heart, were her rude sur- 
roundings. She was used to decent poverty, 
not to outcast, squalid scenes like this. Joseph 
sat silently regarding her. Had Joseph not 
slept? A tired man, himself in need of rest — 
how loyal was he to his precious charge! But 
Joseph had arisen, and stood straight and 
strong between her eyes and the entrance to the 
grotto. Voices were audible. Joseph was 
speaking. Question and answer followed. 
Visitors were in the stable. 

Day was breaking. The gray light crept in 
with a kind of reverence, as if the morning were 
on its knees. In tne cold colour Mary saw the 
visitors. Their calling was stamped on their 
dark, weather-tinted faces, and on their rough, 
warm clothing. They wore manties of woolen 
stuff, and heavy sheepskin cloaks. They carried 
powerful sticks, strong enough to kill a wild 
beast. They were shepherds. Some fierce dogs 
accompanied them. Mary did not speak. She 
lay on the straw, and listened perplexedly. The 
court of the khan was quite open to the public. 
The poor young mother had not been even 
allowed the privacy sacred to her emergency. 
That had been hard epough; but visitors! And 
pow! She winced when the intruders, all 
speaking fast in their excitement, pushed their 
way towards her. Their eyes were fastened 
eagerly — one object. She heard exclama- 
tions and answers, and the yt - Ley nef 
replies of Joseph. She saw the great, tanned 
fingers of the men inting at te 5 aly She 
beard one say to ber: — 

“That was the sign!” 

And another answer: — 

“lo @ manger! | pee ca 

Then the shepherds spo! ber, their 
sentences falling quer cach Panes, ut a 
for her ear was delicate and quick — made out 
aa much as this: in their pastures, a mile or 
more out of Bethlenem, these strong, not un- 
tender men, iron of fist to wolves and robbers, 
silken of touch to sheep and lambs — men wake- 
ful ot eye and ear by profession, apt to see or 
hear what others siept through, suddenly, in 
the deep of the night, bad seen the sky blossom 
with celestial forms and facer, and rd the 
ether ring with celestial tongues and songs. 

Half in emg halt in ones they bad bar- 
ried up to the town totell and to test their 
wonderful experience. Had the baby been born 
in a reepectavle » had he been born likes 
comfortable child, they could not have found 
bim. Only one new-bora infant in Bet hlehem 
lay in the manger of a public stable. .. . 

The shepherds went back to their ar 
They bad seea their only angels.... But 


were gone out of the stable. 
She looked at ber babe mately. Her heart was 
like a white flower, closing over a of dew. 
She kept those things, aad them. — 
From “ The Story of Jesus Christ,” by E1iza- 
BETH STUART PHELPS. Uopyright. 

Miffiin & Co. 








A bright girl writes 
from Cambridge, Massachusetts: 
“Last fall I read an article 
under the head of ‘ Earning Money 
for Christmas.’ I was not so 


much interested in earning m 
for this purpose as I was in ob- 


taining the necessary sum to at- 
tend the Christian Endeavor Con- 
vention in San Francisco this 
summer, and was unwilling to ask 
my father for assistance. I wrote 
for information, and took up the 
work. I worked only during lei- 
sure hours, and, thanks to your 
, have earned 

enough to take the desired 
including a visit to Yellowstone 
Park, and to pay all the incidental 
expenses.” 

This is only one of hundreds 
of similar letters received. 

ublishi 
The oF. bindsipnis Company 
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THE INCARNATION. 
Minnie Leona Upton. 


**Good-will to men!” Oh, listen! 

Above the sickening strife 

The angels’ song is borne along 
In newness of giad lite. 

Sweetly as when o’er Bethlehem 
Chanted the heavenly throng 

Whoever will may bear it still 
Clearer than clash of wrong. 


Are orphan children pieading 
As in the streets they roam ? 
Divine reply comes speedily 
From many a Children’s Home; 
The little freezing fingers 
Are clasped in helping hands, 
And the tender feet find safe retreat 
Where the Christ incarnate stands. 


Rises a wail of hunger 
From pale lips plaintively ? 
Lo! eager hands in many lands 
Say, “ Here is bread for thee.” 
Oh, thrilling the dumb eloquence 
Of freighted ships that go 
With wheat and corn to lands forlorn, 
For Christ would have it so. 


And those so low, so outcast — 
Lost in the seething city — 
So full of blame, for very shame 
They will not pl ad for pity. 
Look! Many an open portal 
For such holds “‘ Hope” and cheer. 
That light shines far like the radiant star 
That said, “‘ The Christ Is here! ” 


O wondrous Incarnation! 
O bright, superna! Birth! 
Was all, then, done when the Holy Ose 
Brought peace upon the earth? 
And was it but for Bethlehem 
To hear the glad “ good will?” 
Nay! Christ is born with every morn; 
That song is ringing still. 


Wherever pain and trouble 
Weep on some loving breast; 
Wherever warm from the beating storm 
God’s little ones find rest; 
Wherever desperate misery 
Is raised by Love Divine 
In buman guise, the Christ-child lies — 
The Christ mee Star doth shine! 
Boston, Mass. 





THE FESTIVAL OF HUMANITY. 
Rev. Levi Gilbert, D. D. 


HE teaching of Obristmas is inexhaust- 
ible. A God is revealed whose wor- 
ship makes men righteous and humane. 
Man is revealed to himself in the Ideal of 
the race. The Vision of the Perfect has 
dawned. Man sees his infinite possibilities 
and will never rest short of attainment. A 
sacredness is discovered ia all men. All 
are the sons of God. The problem of hu- 
manity is seen to be the uplifting and salva- 
tion of the nethermost man. Life is trans 
figured with worth and beauty. Significance 
and pathos are given to its struggle. Glori- 
ous culminations and destinies reward its 
sufferings and self- denials. 

The influence of the Manger penetrates 
all life. Man’s body is sanctified as the 
shrine of an indwelling Spirit. Matter is 
no longer “ vile.”” The world is something 
more than “evil.”” Earth is holier because 
ite plains and mountains were pressed by 
the blessed feet. ‘“‘The Holy Family” 
makes all home life more revered and beau- 
tiful. The Madonnas symbolize all pure 
womanhood. The Babe interprets all the 
innocence of child-life. The Master in the 
homes and streets dignifies all ordinary oc 
cupations and duties, the familiar relations 
of neighbors and frien’s. Ali toil is glori- 
fied, all contempt for labor rebuked by the 
Artisan of Nazareth who served God as ac- 
ceptably at the carpenter’s bench as on 
Golgotha. His simplicity and contentment 
will sometime cure the world’s mammon- 
ism and avarice. Barren secularism, com- 
mercial utilitarianism, fail to meet the 
race’s deepest need. Christmas speaks to 
us of the higher value of the things of the 
mind, heart, conscience, spirit. He who 
stood in Pilate’s court has elevated all our 
conceptions of justice. Our enthusiasm 
for right laws — for the removal of all op- 
pressive legislation — is born of Him. His 
spirit animates indeyendence declarations, 
the constitutional liberties of the modern 
nations. He emancipates all peoples. He 
was manifested to destroy the works of the 
devil, and out of all social agitation will 
bring a higher order of civilization. 

On that first Christmas a great joy came 
to the sad and despairing earth and peace 
among men of good-will. A spirit of 





brotherliness and love as taught by the 
Galilean shall at last unite individuals and 
societies and bind all the nations of the 
earth into a great family under one Father. 
Whence comes to us the great law of serv- 
ice — “ each for all and all for each” — 
which rebukes our selfishness? Whence 
the great public school systems of our day 
and the enthusiasm for the education of all 
the children of the people? He who pro- 
claimed, “‘ Ye shall know the truth, and the 
truth shall make you free,” has inspired 
scientific and historical research, the un- 
raveling of the secrete of the universe. 
Invention, discovery, progress, go on under 
His benediction. Through labor-saving 
contrivances, man, no longer a beast of 
burden, liberated for intellectual, moral 
and spiritual activities, hears the invitation, 
“Come unto Me, and I will give you rest.” 
Literature and art and music come like the 
three Wise Men to bring their gifts. Dante 
and Milton and Shakespeare, Beethoven 
and Mozart and Handel, Angeloand Raphael 
and Titian, bow in homage and acknowl- 
edge their inspirations. 

Around that rude cradle matter and 
spirit, the secular and the religious, the 
world and the church, the ruler and the 
priest, week-days and Sabbaths, the city of 
man and the city of God, come to a higher 
reconciliation. The only hope of humanity 
isin Him whom this Christmas celebrates. 
To whom else can we go? The present is 
redeemed from vanity and meaninglessness. 
The future of the race is opened up in vast 
stretches of immortality through ages of 
ages. Greater things than Plato dreamed 
of in his “ Republic” or More pictured in 
his “‘ Utopia” are coming to us out of Beth- 
lehem; and, led by the Holy Ohild, the 
world shall go forward into increasing light 
and love until the day of its final perfec- 
tion. 

Glorious hope! Magniticent inspiration! 
Sublime destiny! Alleluia! 

New Haven, Conn. 





“FAITH HEALING” 
Reviewed After Twenty Years, by 
Rev. R Kelso Carter. 


Rev. Daniel Steele, D. D. 


HIS book is small in size, but large in 
significance. It is a destractive crit- 
icism of a book by its own author after a 
painful experience of the errur which is its 
corner-stone — that the atonement made 
by Christ is just as available for the cure of 
sickness here and now as it is for the re- 
moval of the guilt of sin and the love of sin. 
The dedication is remarkable: “To the 
child of God, whether a member of the 
* Christian Alliance’ or a ‘Divine Healing 
Association’ or not, but who believes that 
any earnest soul may be mistaken and who 
always desires to ‘ know the truth’ that the 
‘trath may set him free,’ this book is 
prayerfully inscribed.” Then follows a 
brief history of the doctrine in America, in 
which Oaptain Oarter’s book is one of the 
leading agencies. “From a thorough ac 
quaintance,” says he, “with all the im- 
portant literature on this topic, it may be 
added that up to the present time nothing 
has appeared which attempts to cover the 
whole ground gone over in this book.”” In 
stating ‘‘the atonement theory” of heal- 
ing he quotes entire his article in the Cent- 
ury Magazine for March, 1887. He then 
shows his trae nobility in the following 
confession: *‘It is always in order for one 
who has made a mistake to confess it. Not 
every man can be made to see his mistake, 
and of those who can, only a few are will- 
ing and ready to confess and make repara- 
tion. The general tendency is to avoid 
publicity, and to ‘hedge’ until one gradu- 
ally becomes known to have changed sides. 
The writer never bad any disposition to so 
actin this matter. It becomes the plain 
duty of the writer, in giving his reasons for 
any change in his belief, to take up his own 
book and squarely meet it exactly on its 
own ground, showing just where and to 
what extent it was wrong.”’ 

Here we do not know which most highly 
to admire, the author’s candor or his humil- 
ity. It is a striking evidence of Obristian 
perfection. He does not repudiate divine 
healing, but the basis on which it is taught 
in the book under review, namely, that the 
atonement covers al) sickness and al! sin, 
and that we may assume that it is God’s 





have been brought to the place where they 
were strongly tempted to cast away their 
trust in God. 

The real difficulty over which such souls 
are endeavoring to struggle lies in their 
failure to discriminate between the gift of 
faith and the grace of faith. In 1 Cor. 12, 
the gift of faith is one of the nine extraor- 
dinary gifts which the Spirit distributes “‘ to 
each one severally even as He will.” The 
presence of any one gift makes a man no 
better; its absence makes him no worse. It 
is only a gift, not a grace. Paul may have 
the gift of healing when praying for the 
pagan father of Publius, and he may be 
destitute of it when praying for Christian 
Trophimus whom he was obliged to leave 
behind sick, and when prescribing a little 
wine for Timothy’s indigestion. Under 
such circumstances Paul never wrote bitter 
words against his lack of an extraordinary 
and sovereign gift. The grace of faith was 
always flourishing in him. It is the absence 
of this which is worthy of condemnation. 
The gift of faith is imparted by the Holy 
Spirit. “The earnest, inwrought prayer 
of arighteous man availeth much.” This 
is the scholarly rendering of this text. He 
who has the gift of faith, and he only, can 
offer the prayer of faith. To all others it is 
impossible, however high their state of 
grace. , 

The author very earnestly and solemnly 
atters the foliowing caution: * Beware of 
trusting Christ too much, fully as much as 
trusting Him to little.” How can a believer 
trust Obrist too much? When he reads 
into a promise what Christ never intended, 
and then insists on the fulfilment of the 
enlarged promise. Suppose you read phys- 
ical death into the promise, “ He that be- 
lieth in me shall never die,” and then claim 
im ity on earth, it is certain that it 
will b on atrial of your faith which God 
never intended and which you in your last 
hours may not be able to endure. That is 
no trifling error which may bring the su- 
preme test of faith when soul and body are 
least able to endure it. One of the most 
pathetic passages in this book is the account 
of the death of misguided Charlie Miller, 
a noble young missionary in Africa with 
Bishop Taylor. For three weeks he strug- 
gled against the dread African fever, refus- 
ing the dose of quinine, the almost certain 
eure, asserting ‘ A steady faith wins,” till 
his last conscious cry for Dr. Sammers to 
keep him from choking to death. Says 
Capt. Carter: “‘ His death is a solemn object 
lesson to all who hold the extreme theory, 
and bas often been pondered upon by the 
writer of the book which (he deeply mourns) 
perhaps helped Miller to take the position 
he did.” How great the responsibility of 
the “ Christian Alliance” for sending out 
four hundred and fifty young people, many 
of them into malarious countries, to preach 
divine healing without medicines, only to 
sicken and die or return broken in health 
or disgusted with the mission, one handred 
and fifty in number all told — every third 
missionary — and all inside of nine or ten 
years! What trials of faith these lonely, 
suffering souls must have endured to 
maintain their mistaken theory that 
bodily healing is for all because Uhrist 
died for all! It should arouse the Christian 
public to protest against the evils to which 
this theological error is exposing so many 
of its consecrated but misguided victims. 

We know of no more effectual antidote 
than the wide circulation of this little book, 
written by one who is rejoicing in his deliv- 
erance from the agony of many years of 
bondage to this theological fallacy of uni- 
versal healing in the atonement and to the 
requirement of abstaining from the use of 
medicines and physicians as inconsistent 
with faith in God. Oaptain Oarter thinks 
there is on the part of Dr. Simpson and his 
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missionary managers a recent practical 
abandonment of their doctrine of healing, 
and a recommendation of a medicine chest 
to the present outgoing missionaries. If 
this is so, consistency and (Ohrietian hon- 
esty require that ‘‘ Divine Healing ” should 
be immediately stricken from the flag of 
fourfold doctrines floating from the mast- 
head of their ship. It is no longer a dis- 
tinctive peculiarity, for the whole Chris- 
tian world believes in divine healing when 
it is God's will, through His blessing upon 
the use of the best means. 


Milton, Mass. 
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Walter Baker & Go's 
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Costs Less than ONE 
CENT a cup. 
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Walter Baker & Co. Limited, 


Established 1780, 


Dorchester, Mass. 





SUMMER EXCURSIONS TO EUROPE, 1898, 


Visiting England, Ireland, Scotland, Wales. France, 
Holland, selginm, Germany, the River Rhine, 
ema - (with the Beautifu: Lakes and 

ntain Passes), and Italy 
pana from Rew York, July 2d, 1898, on the Leviachan 
Steamship “ City of Rome,” 8,500 tons 


60 Days, $410; nn | Italy, S335; 
Short Tour, $250. 


Prices include Ocean Travel (first-class) Railroad, Ho- 
tela, Omaibus Fees to Hotel Waiters and Porters, Oar- 
riage Rides, Irish Jaunting Cars, and Coscning Trip ta 
some Tours. 





led by Rev. J. H. Mawerre.p, 
D. D. Por tall te address, 


REV. J. H. MANSFIELD, D. D., 
O-berve Road, Brookline, Mass. 
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TO ALASKA 
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short, a general Trading. Sovenneite Hy Scoomehip 
business. It was so in 49 — it will be so 


THE ALASKA TRANSPORTATION 
AND DEVELOPMENT COMPANY 
, ~~ $5,000,000 Don assee 


OWN STEAMERS, BOATS AND 
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Connecting with its own line of large and 
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Equipment for the miners,as well as furnishing them 
‘or themselves and ‘heir ¢ and 
establir hing TRA DIN ATIONS ate qeerent 
nte- mi , is Offered any person, be they 
of small or large means, to + F shares of stock in this 
company and participate iat 


ENORMOUS DIVIDENDS 


sure to be earned within the next 12 months. 


Shares are offered at $1.00 each 


| AS meal <4 -assessable, and will be offered for a lim- 
ited time onl, 


Safer than Savings Banks and Bank Stocks 


Paying larger dividends. While numerous savings 
beanie and banks have suspended, transportation and 
= compenies were never seen in the list of fail- 

ures. is stock is one of the most desirable invest. 
ments offered the public. 


The incorporatore and stockholders who are connect- 
ed with this company are men of wide experience in 
similar undertakin and men whose names are suffi- 
cient rantee of the standing of the c »mpany, to wit: 
ALBERT ©, BLATZ, Pres. Val. Blats Brew. Co., Milwau- 


ee. 

HON. he E. MASON, United States Senator from Illi- 
nois. 

D. G. EDWARDS, Pass. Trafic Mgr. ©. H. & D. BR. R., 
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J. M. r. HILLIPS, Osshier First Nat'l Bank, Vicksburg, 
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Fisher Building cor.Van Buren & Dearborn ’Sts., 
CHICAGO, ILL, 
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KENT’S HILL AGAIN. 
Rev. E. M. Smith, D. D. 


Y esteemed friend and former teacher, 

Prot. J. L. Morse, now of Evanston, II1., 

has struck the right chord concerning this time- 

honored school. I wish to endorse most heartily 

every word of his recent article in the HERALD. 

It is judicious and timely. Possibly some of the 

critics who have expressed themselves so freely 

are too near to Kent’s Hill to be dispassionate, 

while others have never been near enough to be 
fully appreciative. 

The record of the Maine Wesleyan Seminary 
places it easily in the front rank of the second- 
ary schools of Methodism. It is among the old- 
est; it is second to none,! think, in endow- 
ment; it has had, from the outset, a very large 
patronage; its graduates have taken honorable 
positions in the work of the world,and have 
been specially marked for independence and in- 
tegrity. Its faculty bave been self-sacrificing 
educators, above their grade in ability. The 
present board of teachers and students are, I 
judge, of the same noble quality, and the pres- 
ent administration seems to me like a special 
providence. 

Notwithstanding the legal status, the school 
has always been, virtually, the ward of the 
Maine Conference. It has been fostered by the 
prayers, gifts, sacrifices and tolls ot the mem- 
bers of that body, and has rendered It rich re- 
turns. It bas been, for seventy-five years, an 
object of pride and a tower of strength to Maine 
Methodism. A mistake has been made by the 
trastees. The Conference has earnestly and al- 
most unanimously protested. But the legal sit- 
uation is such, that, however desirable it may 
be, the error cannot immediately be corrected. 
What ehall the Couference do? Doubtless it 
must do something. Perhaps continue ite pre- 
test —at the least, that. But, surely, it must 
not, it cannot, abandon its foster-child. That 
would be the greatest mistake possible. The 
spirit of Stephen Allen, of Ezekiel Robinson, of 
Henry P. Torsey, would rise up in judgment 
against their recreant sons and former associ- 
ates. Some other way will be, must be, found. 
I know the members of the Maine Conference 
and their love for Kent’s Hill too well to believe 
that they will be alienated from their allegiance. 

With the men whose counsels have guided in 
the board of trustees | have been intimately as- 
sociated. They are thoroughly loyal to the 
school, have given liberally to it both of their 
time and money, and whatever they have done 
has been done with no other purpose than to ad- 
vance its best interests. The attitude of the 
Conference, the agitation in the public press, 
and especially the severe arraignment of some 
of our own church papers, have made their po- 
sition most embarrassing. They cannot imme- 
diately extricate themselves. Time and forbear- 
ance should be granted. 

My word to those who were students at Keat’s 
Hill between "S2and ‘93, with whom I may as- 
sume to have some little influence, is this: Let 
us remain firm in our earnest and enthusiastic 
support of the Maine Wesleyan Seminary. 


Montpelier, Vt. 





The Week of Prayer. 


As usual, the Evangelical Alliance has issued 
a program for the Week of Prayer, which will 
be observed, Jan.2-9. The subjects are substan- 
tially the same as those of every other year. It 
is suggested that on Sunday, Jan. 2, sermons 
should be preached on Exodus 16: 9: ‘‘ Say unto 
all the congregation of the children of Israel, 
Come near before the Lord.” The sermons on 
January 9 should be from Isaiah 43:10: “ Ye 
are my witnesses, saith the Lord.” The week- 
day topics are es follows: Monday, Jan. 3, 
“Vhanksgiving and Confession;” Tuesday, 
Jan. 4,“ The Church Universal; ” Wednesday, 
Jan. 5, “* Nations and their Rulers; Thursday, 
Jan. 6, “* Families and Schools; ” Friday, Jan. 7, 
‘* Foreign Missions; ” Saturday, Jan. 8, “ Home 
Missions.” 





PREACHES EVERY SUNDAY 


A Pastdr of Several Churches who 
Travels 30 Miles in a Day and Does 
Much Religious Work. 

“T was taken with a severe attack of 
malarial fever which left me a physical 
wreck. I had a pain in my side which 
lasted for several months. I underwent a 
surgical Operation and then I was given 
up as incurable. I was told I had a 
cancer that would soon cause my death. 
I had long heard about the wonderful 
cures by Hood’s Sarsaparilla and I re- 
solved to try it. I found after taking a 
bottle and a half that I was getting bet- 
ter. I continued taking it and the benefit 
I derived from it was a surprise to all who 
knew me. I am now almost well. Iam 
pastor of several churches and can travel 
30 miles in a day. I can preach every 
Sunday, and often through the week. I 
hope other sufferers will be induced by 
my experience to try Hood’s Sarsaparilla.” 
(Rev.) W. BH. Bonn, Rye Cove, Virginia. 

Many other clergymen have found relief 
in [lood’s Sarsaparilla. Such testimony 
is worth considering if you want a med- 
icine that will really do you good. 


cure Liver Ills; easy to 
Hood’s Pills take, easy to operate. 250. 





The Methodist Episcopal Church in Ipswich. 


HE first Parish Church in Ipswich was built 

in 1634. The third building to occupy the 

same site was altogether too small to accommo- 
date the people who gathered to hear George 
Whitefield in 1775. He took the large rocks on 


aker were present. Letters from others were 
- Rey. P. M. Vinton sent an original poem. 

The program for the remainder of the week 
was: Tuesday evening a temperance address by 
Rev. C. A. Crane, D.; Wednesday evening, 
* Young People’s Night,” addresses by Rev. 
W. A. Bacon, of Beverly, and Rev.G H. Spen- 
cer, of Somersworth, N. H.; Thursday evening, 

















Methodist Episcopal Church, Ipswich, Mass. 





‘“* Meeting House Green” for his pulpit and 
preached so powerfully, according to the legend, 
“that the sleeping devil awoke and came down 
from the steeple in a rage and landed so heavily 
as to leave on the solid granite his footprint,” 
which is seen to this day. Jesse Lee wes bere in 
1790, and left a record of weeping penitents and 
converts. : 

Thus Methodist seed was sown. The first 
signs of growth were in 1821, when, by Provi- 
dential appointment, a journeying local preacher, 
Rev. Aaron Waite, afterward a member of Con- 
ference, stopped here on Saturday night and 
preached next day in the “Old Factory.” He 
came again; he moved; than he organized a 
church in March, 1822. Of! the original mem- 
bership Mrs. Mary A. Potter is still living. 

In spite of —_ os the society made 
vigorous growtb. he “ Maffitt revival” in 

the membership from 55 to 200. 
There have been no splits or dissensions. A re- 
spectable and harmony have prevailed for 
seventy-five full years. 

From the first this church has been strong, 
and for many years has stood at the head of the 
v churches. Two houses of worship have 
been built. The first was erected in , and 
after three enlargements proved to be still too 
small, and in 1860 was sold and the nt com- 
modious house built at a total cost of $12,000. 
The trustees undertook this enterprise without 
a dollar pledged. There is no debt. Extensive 
improvements have been made, at least twice, 
and paid for. 

The present renovations cost about $3,200, and 
were begun in 1895, during the pastorate of Rev. 
G. M. Smiley. 90-foot roof was slated, and 
the work rested until last September, when the 
interior was thoroughly overhauled. The 
audience-room — with frescoing of delicate 
light colors in modest patterns, new carpets 
and cushions in terra cotta, extended platform 
and altar, redressed woodwork, chairs for the 
singers, and new windows, two of which are 
memorial — is @ model of a cheerful, restfu) 
| of worship. Perhaps it is the finest in 

ssex County. The main vestry has been pret- 
tily frescoed and improved at the expense of the 
Epworth League. A beautiful memoria! window 
has been pat into the Epworth a ae. 
The ladies’ parior is most beautiful of all, as is 

per. This wo ! is a strong financial factor 
m the church work. ‘he Sunday-school has 
crowded its rooms and bas undertaken the ex- 
pense of replacing the large furnace to get rid 
of the last of the stoves and fit up a convenient 
room for librarians and secretaries. The Junior 
League presented a new pulpit Bible. € 

Sunday, Dec. 12, was fixed for reopening. 
The day was rainy, but good congregations 
gathered at the three services. At the morning 
service 18 were taken into full connection from 

bation, and the Lord’s Supper was cele- 
rated. This was a most thoroughly spiritual 
season and fitting to be the first in the new 
room. In the afternoon friends from all the 
Protestant congregations gathered for the deai- 
cation. The presiding elder, Rov. E. R. Thorn- 
dike, D. D., rendered this service, after preach- 
ing a strong, thoughtfu!, impassioned and 
helpful sermon. In the evening, Rev. W. R. 
Newhall, D. D., of Wesleyan Academy, Wilbra- 
ham, preached to a large congregation. His 
sermon was marked for its refiued thought, 
scholarly diction, beautiful imagery and spirit- 
ual tone. 

In all these services the presenc and assist - 
ance of Rev. Trueman Carter, a superannuate of 
ye aig Hampshire Conference, was a bene- 

D 


On Monday evening the capacity of the ves 
taxed tothe utmost to accommodate the 
banquet. A large company, asplendid service 
and a feast of good things ea delightful 
hour. This was followed by an upper room 
service filled with song, prayer, addresses, and 
provision for the last dollar of the expense. 
tthe tors Revs. O. H. Hanaford, J. 
w . G. Whitaker, J. Galbraith, and G. M. 
Sm were present and spoke. Mrs. Smiley 
also spoke, and Mrs. Galbraith and Mrs. Whit- 


a local fraternity night, a union love-feast led 
by Rev. Trueman Carter; Friday, missions 
night, with a talk by Mrs. E. C. Miller. To fin- 
ish the services, Rev. John Galbraith occupied 
the pulpit, Dec. 19. 





FINESSE. 


The kind of management some husbands re- 
quire cultivates a skill and finesse in their 
wives that would fit some of them for diplomat- 
ic positions. “I never intend to deceive John 
in any manner, but I find it necessary to do cer- 
tain things for his good, but without his know!l- 
edge; for instance, he has been subject to sick 
spells at times, that seem to come from stomach 
and liver. He refuses to leave off coffee, of 
which he is very fond, yet I know it hurts him, 
so without his knowledge I have one-half Post- 
um Oereal blended with the coffee, thus giving 
him a beverage that is half liquid food and only 
half the stimulant and narcotic as before. He 
of course could not tell the difference, and 
some mornings I served full Postum Cereal 
Food Coffee and still he did not detect the dif- 
ference. The sick epells have disappeared and 
naturally 1 am delighted. The day is soon com- 
ing I hope when I can tell him all about it and 
show him that his taste is as well satisfied on 
Postum as on coffse or half coffee, while the re- 
eult in physical health is beyond computation. 
For the present lam compelled to conduct the 
work by easy stages, for men are curious creat- 
ures you know.” 





The Nestor of Living Advertising Agents. 


A successful business career of thirty-five 
years in any line of business is a sufficient 
crown forauy man. In the business of hand- 
ling advertising, this period of time is equal to 

nt twice the period in al- 
most any other line of 
work,with the possible 
single exception of the 
business of managing 
a daily newspaper. 
Yet this record of thir- 
ty-five years is to the 
credit of T. C. Evans, 
of Boston, the oldest 
advertising agent of 
the country in point 
of continuous service. 
Our readers this week 
will take pleasure in looking into his strong, 
kindly tace pictured herewith, and in reading a 
brief résumé and inad« quate sketch of his in- 
tensely busy and interesting life. 

Mr. Evans has been for nearly forty years a 
prominent figure in the church work of the 
Baptist churches in Melrose, Hyde lark, Dor- 
chester Lower Mills aud Jamaica Piain, and is 
at present a member of Tremont Temple. 

Mr. Evans commenced business on his own 
account in 1862, by soliciting advertisements 
for the Youth’s Companion, ZIon’s HERALD, 
and other papers in Boston. His first con- 
tract for the Youth’s Companion was one column 
for one year at $1°0. 

ln August, 1862, Mr. Evans enlisted in the 
Union army, but at the solicitation of friends 
he sent a substitute, influenced to stay at home 
to provide for a young wife. Later, however, 
after the second battle of Bull Run, he enlisted 
@ second time and went to the front with the 
45th Massachusetts Volunteers. While lying 
severely wounded in the hospital, his wife at- 
tended to some of his advertising business at 
Boston, renewing some contracts. Recoverin 
Mr. Evans returned to Boston after honorab 
discharge, and from February, 1863, his businees 
carerr as advertising agent at Boston has been 
anbroken. As an instance of what develop- 
ment he has seen in the advertising field may 
be cited the fact that he has seen the rate of ad- 
vertising in the Youth’s Compsnion increase 
from less than one cent a line to $2.52 line, the 
lowest agent’s rateon a minimum of 1.000 lines. 
A little over thirty years Mr. Evans was 
peysne this periodical one thousand dollars for 

he entire space of the three columns it devoted 
to outside advertising. 

Even in these early years, when advertising as 
a science and asa t business was in its in- 
fancy, the value of Mr. Evans in bis chosen and 
important field was ee. In an issue of 
the Boston Transcript in 1866 is this item: “ He 
is a prompt and reliable business man with 
whom it is as pleasant as profitable to conduct 
transactions. He has unrivalled facilities for 
procuring ha insert — ne advertisements in the 

ious and agric pa) hout 
States and a, ond aie the 
country press generally, together with the week- 
ly journals of the large cities.” The Portland, 
Me., pt, on July 6, 1867, save: “ T. CO. 
Evans, of Boston, one of the most efficient and 
reliable advertising agents in the country, has 
issued an elegant little Advertisers’ - book, 
containing many valuable suggestions to busi- 
toget with a full list of the best 
periodicals in the United States 

rovinces in which to advertise. The motto on 
the title-page is: ‘Systematic and persistent 
advertising the sure road to success in busi- 
ness. 





T. C. EVAns. 


‘These earlier ——- remain unchanged ex- 
cept by being strengthened during all the in- 
tervening thirty years. 

Mr. Evans bas a host of friends who wish for 
him all the happiness and prosperity an active 
and useful career merits. They join in the trib- 
ute paid to him by an intimate acquaintance : 
* Long experience, strict integrity, have earned 
for him the richest encomium, the confidence 
and esteem of the newspaper and advertising 
fraternity. Thirty five years of unbroken con- 

jon in one business means more than a 
mere repetition of words. It is a gold mine of 
knowledge, invaluable to the man who is fortu- 
nate enough to take advantage of it.” 
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The Conferences. 


Maine Conference. 
Augusta District. 


Hallowell. — ial revival services have been 
held recently. The pastor has been assisted by 
the presiding elder and pastors in the vicinity. 
Good congregations have attended, the church 
hes been guickened, and some have asked for 

ences are faith 


= nances and ° 
fully attended to. All ts going well. 


Augusta. — Large gonere tions attend the 
preaching services. ees. Cummings has 
very frequent calls a lectures, addresses, *~, 
He is a very cow man. On the evenin; 
Thanksgiving Daya pleasant sociable was g oan 
in the vestry. A number of young people 
who are working in the city en oped the pi- 
tality of the church. Light refreshments were 


Leeds and Greene.— Rev. W. i. 
pulpit services are highly commended. He has 
also been faithful in pastoral work. Special 
services bave been held and several have been 
converted. One has recently been baptized. 
Mr. Buchanan is also serving as secretary of the 
Auburn Y. M.C. A. 


Livermore and Hartford. — At our last visit 
here there was an all-day service, oan = of 
sermon, love- it, general class, roll-cal), etc. 
Fifty responded to their names. A picnic ‘din- 
per was served in the church. Conversions, a 
large amount of pastoral work, and excellent 

attendance vupon class meetings, were among 
the things reported. E. Leach |s pastor. 


Kent’s Hill and oneee Corner. — The Sem- 
inery buildings have been cleaned and the walis 
of Bearce Hall newly tinted. The winter term 
is largely attended. Dr. Chase ha« things well 
in hand. The students’ class- meetings are iarge- 
ly attended, conversions are frequent, and har- 
mony prevails on all parts of the charge. 


Wayne and North Leeds. — Several bave been 


Lapane, B. V. parte, Mr. one (Free Baptist) 
E. &. French, Ppnaten, one the presid- 
ing elder. Rev. E. R. French's ~~ = aS 


an historical character,and was very 
fog. Much of the work was done by ie aos mics 
tor, and all of it under his nal su 2. 
Fine singing was rendered local Mr. 
wah be hits. A bountifal 
otifal 

wa ete in the church. At 
= side of the church bas been newly shi 
Rev. F. H. Billington has the faculty of 
ing things to pass, and is in great favor with his 


that 
picnic dinner 
East a 


Mrs. G. R. Palmer organized an auxiliary of 
the W. H. M. 8. at the East Livermore camp- 
und in a, She will respond to a lim- 
ted number of calls for addresses in the inter- 
est of this great work. 


Gardiner. — All the interests of this grand 
old hive of Methodism are on the up grede. 
Since our last 9 have been bapt 
received on probation, and 6 into fall connec- 
tion. Improved illuminators and shades 
been put in the vestries, and i 


Hy! the room. Dr. 
yyy of the Atm and fs in- 
casing new life into all departments. The at- 
upon the Sabbath evening services is 
remarkable, generally numbering four hun- 
dred. ‘he ’ singing is led by an orchestra of 
seven pieces; all these musicians are regular at- 
tendante at our church. Rev. A. A. and 
his are coring ip oo 7 gonnttant way the 
q jon of reaching t. 
Mrs. \ aa for sixty years @ member 
ot the —o Episcopa! Church, died at the 
ong Warren Wight B vm remem Ang 
Maine C Central R. R.), at South 
9. ny wd ag one of the trustees_of the Gar- 
diner Church, d io Seven of 
the older members of this church have died the 
present Conference year. The Ladies’ Aid Socte- 
bes presented the parsonage with an elegant 
pls ush Men A EN sad clase, composea wholly of 
hinese, has lormed {n the Sunday-school. 
Eleven new pane one bave been obtained for 
ZION 8 HERALD. 











Lewiston, H. d St. — greatly enjoyed 
recently converted at North Leeds. The finan- , 
ces are in good condition, and all the int = session Font finerante? Sstitoie wile 


of the church are faithfully cared for. Mrs. 
G. R. Palmer bas recently organized an auxil- 
fary of the W. H. M. 8. 


Falls.— The church edifice has 
been newly shingied and is being put in first- 
o— = ition. The audience-room has been 

by Mr. James R. Duncan, of 
ag work and price give great satis- 
faetion A new carpet has been purchssed, and 
the ei — enlarged to accommodate 
ready $400 have been expended, 
oow cae pm or chairs, are anticipated. 
The League has raised this year $90 for improve- 
ments and current expenses. a home depart- 
ment of the Sunday-schoo!l bas been organized. 
Three have been received in full, and 3 on = 
bation recently. Rev. G. R. Palmer has h 
hands full of work, and is greatly enjoyin hie 
charge, and this feeling is mutual. Rev. W. H. 
Foster attended services morning, afternoon 
and evening, taught a class in Sunday-echool, 
= spoke and prayed with the vigor of a man 
of sixty; yet he is considerably beyond four- 
score. 


New Sharon and Mercer. — Rev. H. 8. Ryder 
is abundant in labors on this large charge. His 
wife is a belpmate a All the interests of 
the church are a A good revival in- 
terest prevails. r seopie ed'terh parts of the 


re ve t / 
and his bride. A fine easy-chair and sleigh 
robe have been ted. v. R. H. Kimball, 
now in his eightieth yeer, is in vigorous bealth, 
and is comfortably located in Mercer. He was 
out to the evening meeting, and is as smart as 
— at sixty. His wife is in rather feeble 





East Livermore and a The church at 
North Fayette has been greatly improved. The 
ceiling and walls have been tinted inted in colors, 
the work. pal oom ge ew been a, SS ag - = 
pain and a new ae . On 
services held. In the 
presiding ater oe preached; in the 
dresses were made by Revs. J. B. 


d for 
Bronchitis 


but extremely good for the sufferer 
from that harassing disease is Dr. 
Ayer’s Cherry Pectoral. No medi- 
cine can compare with this great 
remedy in the prompt and perma- 
nent aid it gives in all bronchial 
affections. It stops the cough, 
soothes the irritated throat, and in- 
duces refreshing sleep. 
“T had a bronchial trouble of such a 
= and stubborn character that the 
d it i ble with ordinary 
peed but recommended me to try Ayer’s 
Cherry Pectoral. One bottle cured me.” 


J. C. WOODSON, P. M., 
Forest Hill, W. Va. 


“A short time ago I was taken with s 
severe attack of bronchitis, and neither phy- 
sicians nor ordinary remedies gave me relief. 


In despair of finding anything to cure me, I 
ee ge a bottle of Ayer’s Cherry Pectoral. 
Less than one bottle entirely cured me.” 


Ayer’s 
Cherry Pectoral 


now put up in half-size bottles at 
half price—650 cents. 


anion 
afternoon 














jams, of Detroit Conterence, were gra 
mtd ay) ot Prot. Rishell, of our hool of 
at Boston, were clear, strong and 

helpt and thet of Rev. W. F Holmes in- 
structive and edifying. ‘The bospitality of the 
pene St. people was lavish; and was bigh- 
jated; and the y of this 

<a on all ines, under the ership of Pas- 
tor Wilson, is the occasion of congratulation on 
the part of” all the members of our Con —. ee 


fe and 





East [laine Conference. 
Rockiand District. 


jd ond poluned, oud tet ceape bues to teem 
and D a new ste a n nt 
San eupenes of $200, which mere paid. A re- 
cent concert netted the society a good sum that 
will A used in paying an old floating debt. 
Preent year finances are in good condition. A 
Sovbeahe Sue next in order. 


Pemaquid. — Sixty years ago Rev. Mark Traf- 
ton dedicated our church at this Dec. 
land 2 it was reded!cated with the fo! lowing im- 
provements: A fine corner tower, utiful me- 
morial windows, newly-shingled roof, the ex- 
terior painted and the lot . The interior 
is = magggt A by a steel-ceiling and a fine job of 
ben expenditures amount to about 
pw all _e which have been paid. The 

dedicatory exercises were very interesting and 
profitable. The pastor is now being assisted in 
arr services at New Harbor by Rev. Frank 

. Jones. 


Bristol. — Nov. 30, 2 were baptized. Sixty 
—— have been added to the Sunday-school 





West Bristol. — Our people are seriously ham- 
pered in their work and very much discouraged. 
a Pond. — Revival services are being 


— Ten have been received to mem- 
ference. Co’ 


benevolences are being raised, and revival meet- 
ings will soon be held. 


— This Meme B is in fine s en aes 
condit "Converts are ing well. Meetings 
are being held at West yam 


Waldoboro. — Union services resulted in a 
quickening of the churches and a genera! uplift 
to the community. 

—— — The revival services resulted in 

versions and the eo?" ofa 
ene Miss Nellie Thompson proved to be a 
valuable helper. She is now assisting Dr. Fer- 
nald at Searsport. 


Winslow's Mills. — The church has hate 
painted and another note paid. w. Ww. 





New Hampshire Conference. 
Manchester Ovstrict. 


Suna has hada ig] of s meetings 
with the help of Rev. G. M Bmfley,0 of Milford, 
ma 


in the Ubristian 


hamement heartily and 
and strength- 


ey m0 he @ week of evangelism, 
with Dr. W.N. “Prod beck as special helper. 


Lebanon welcomed the presiding elder on his 
first Sunday visit, Dec. 12, with a - attend- 


ance of the ‘guanbosty oom conference in t ee 

tory business session of Saturday evening. Dr 

Hall is tak his vacation, to incla fe the 

Santee Se in » 80 as to hear the 
jaa. =F s plat and pulpit which this 

season afford 


Enfield ell Pastor pa conscientiously 
—three sermons and an evening service every 
aiternate Sabbath, involving oheut' thirteen miles 
the intervening Sabbath 


eit 
zi 
a 
eee 





Cochran and Newton, with their fellow-work- 
ers, are keeping the financial situation healthy. 


Milford. — The , ae here are doin 
thelr bes, with t © operation of their od 


t-pastor, to build a the kingdom of Christ. 


Wilmot.—The Methodist handfol, led by 
Elder Trussell and Class-leader Tenney, with 
the co-operation of others, are seeing cause for 
rejoicing. Some souls were awakened and — 
clously moved by the camp-meeting serv 
The new interest hes greatly Sneseened attend: 
ance at the evening meetings, as many as sev- 
enty-five having been present recently on « 
Sunday evening. SIRRON. 








N. BE. Southern Conference. 
New Bedford District. 


West Tisbury. — Rev. J. S. Bell has again filled 
the pulpit of the North Tisbury ist church. 
An entertainment and sale was recently held by 
= Lambert’s Cove Methodists in Agricuitural 

all. 


Welifieet.— Rev. F. L. Brooks has begun a 
series of interesting Sunday evening sermons 

on “Five Smooth Stones, or How to Win.” A 
sant round-table talk was given by the 


jpworth League on a recent Friday evening. 


North Truro.—The annual fair given by the 
Lactes’ Aid Society hed an unusually large 
attendance and success. The receipts were 
$105, and as the excellent a iy — vocal 
and instrumentai—was » talent, 
expenses weresmall. By the will of Albert 
Hughes, of Somerville, filed recent! 


in the 
probate court at East Cambridge, this church 
will receive the income of $6,000. One-half the 


income is to be used in keeping the Old North 
Cemetery in repair, one-quarter in purchasing 
hooks for the unday- school library, and one- 
quarter in ehurch repairs. Rev. A. H. Scudder 
is pastor. 
Chatham.— This church is undergoing ex- 
— tly ne and improvements. It an- 
the newspapers that Mr. Marcellus 
Eldredge wili bear the saommen, but that state- 
ment is ny The trustees have mate 
exterior repairs at their own expense. 
the latest advices at hand it appears that Mr. 
ge taken a remarkable interest, and 


he trustees. 14 
= is that this church edifice is t 
me one of the best. The pastor, Rev. 8. Fr. 
pe ae is having success at the beginning of 
work. 


Taunton, Parker Chapel.—The work here 
continues to hold the interested attention of the 
neighborhood where it is located. Ley 1-4 
of Grace and First churches aren be meet - 
ings. Rev. G. A. Sisson, of North ‘Dighton, 
preached on a ap Sunday ay a 


Myricks. — The pastor, Rev. B. Gurney, and 
family have roa visiting in ‘aniston 

Fall River, St. Paul’s Church. — Mr. Elisha H. 
Small, who bas condceted the music in this 
church for several years, bas resigned his posi- 
tion. At a meeting of the official board Mr. 
ah L. Andrews was unanimously elected 

irector. 


Truro. — Getting goods under false pretences 
has —_ & great sensation bere. An advertise- 
ment in a Boston paper called the attention of 
the charitable to the destitution said to be 
existing here on account of the failure of the 
fisberies. The announcement aleo was made 
that a certain person here would distribute any 
goods that might be sent. Mr. Isaiah Snow 
replied through the columns of the seme paper 
that there was no destitution here, t the 
fisheries were not a failure, that the children 
were as wel] dressed as in any other place on the 
Cape, and that the alms-house bad been closed 
for years for lack of inmates. He felt thet the 
place had been slandered. 


Eastham.—The pastor, Rev. Wm. Kirkby, 
and wife have been on the sick- -list, but are out 


. 


North Dighton.—The annual Christmas sale 
and ~~ supper has taken place. The attend- 
ance was large. 


Provincetown, Centenary Church.—The an- 
nual dollar party was heid Monday evening, 
Dec. 6. The literary exercises, which consisted 
ot ely music and Ay ane jogue 
veral young peo; were 
a. tm marks by Dr. Harris, the A ‘The 
contribution was #0. 
Rev. ©. N. Hinckley, 


South tomar 

pestor here, spent Thanksgiving in Osterville 
~~ My present at the semi-centennial of that 
chure 


——— — At the 150th anniversary of the 
Harwic Cugnes regational Church, Rev. EB. EB. 
Phillips, « nat ve of that town, was invited to 
give an address. “ His address, while one of 
narrative chiefly, was a product that did bim 
credit and honored his native town and the 
ebhurch of his childhood.” An account of the 
reopening of Sagamore Church appeared in 
theee columns last week. 


Bourne. — Rey. 8. F. Upham, D. D., of Drew 
Theological Seminary, visited this place recently 
and renewed old acquaintances. He united 


with the egy 4 — Obureb here at 
the age of eleven. . Morrison have 
gone to Paaadens, ‘Porta, w where they will 
8 the winter. 


orrison will « suppl 
bodist omg . that place every , 
day, the charge being part of a circuit. 
Middleboro. — At the Teegineiving corve service in 
the town hall Rev. G. A. G the 
sermon. A collection was taken for the poor. 


Nantucket.— Rev. Wolcott Fay 
annvoal Thankegiving sermon in th 
was a union service. 


Falmouth. — In the chapel the members of the 

—— League recently gave a very —— and 

ng entertainment which was weil patron- 

ned by —h-- friends. {ce cream and were 
serve 


hed the 
church. It 


Orleans.—The union Faint 
was held in the Universalist church. 
Thompson delivered the sermon. 


service 
. &. O. 
The service 


next year will be in the Methodist gaat and 
the Congregational minister will preach. 


South Yarmouth.—In the evening of Nov. 
28 the harvest and Thankegiving concert took 
place and was a pleasing 


success. The church 











was tastefully decorated with flowers and bunt- 
ing. Rev. G. W. Tupper is pestor. 


Plymouth.— Rev. &. F. Olark recently 

hed on “ Hamartiphobia ” to the edifica- 

fon of his people. This new word, like hydro- 

or teeny will bave much to contend against 
fore it becomes a favorite with the masses. 


Cataumet,— At the third quarter! 
ence, held Nov. 23, it was voted to in the 
erection of a new parsonage. A building com- 
mittee was elected. Considerable has already 
been paid in, and the larqas part of the balance 
needed is p ledged. Rev. W. D. Woodward is on 
the committee. 


Fall River, Summerfield Church.—At the 
meeting of the Ministerial Association, Dec. 6 


(Continued on page 12.) 
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=~ ‘Ifa woman 
” reads Pearline 


as | ~ ‘ads,’ 


uy 





up n 


n, sneil 





have 
plenty of 
time to 


read everything else in the 
paper.” That is what a woman 
writes to us, and she’s a woman 
who ought to know. How 
large a part of your time is 
spent in getting things clean? 
Haven't you something bet- 
ter that you'd like to doif you 
had the time for it lime is 
one of the things that Pearl- 
ine saves. To hurry up house- 
work and make every kind of 
washing and cleaning quick 
and easy, : Pearline. su 
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}No Knife. No Risk. : 


; Write at once for pamphiet describing ‘ 

p Causes and cure of diseased eyes— @ 
SENT FREE. 

Hundreds have been successfully ereated > 

by Dr. Williams’ A jon Method. 

‘ F. A. WILLIAMS, M.D., $ 

@ 20 Columbus Avenue, Boston. ; 


AND TU UMOR removed 
without knife or plaster. 
Pamphict free, Swedish 
B Med. Co, Lynn, Mase Mase 














MA u, 

RONCHITIS, 
os and all forms ot 
coucns. "AND CO LPs cured by 
an entirely new n ’ j 8 prepared 
to suit Rach individ rite for pam- 
hiet and Special Offer ec. Adare ress 


ROFT MED. INST., Dept, W780 Cighth Av. N.Y. 


CANCER 


Por proof of the miraculous cures of this terrible dis- 
ease by Drs W.J P. Kingsley & Son, of Rome, N. Y., 
write Capt. Hank Hef, of Isi'p, L. L., N. ¥., captain of the 
* Defender,” and Spencer Beard, of 109 Colvin 8t., Syr- 
scuse, N.Y. 

Circulars giving references of numerous cures of can- 
cer within the last 40 years sent free. 












Reiieve al! conditions of Deaf. 
and it re 
Medical skill fails. The only 
Selentifie Aural Sound Condector 
Safe to wear, 
, invisible, no 
at 
tachment. Recommende:! by 
— jans, Write for book. 
Rien | Setanta hase Ay 
{ 258Trust “ J. 
(iiss er York. 


Ask Your 
Druggist 


for a generous 
10 CENT 
TRIAL SIZE 


ELY’Ss 
CREAM BALM 


contains no cocaine, mercury 
or any other injurious drag 
It opens and cleans the 


CATARRH 


oe —_ age “a wo Pain ae 
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The Family. 


THE CHILD. 
Emma A. Lente. 


A Child was born! 
And the angels sang in the skies, 
And the dwellers in Paradise 
Had lost the Light of their eyes. 
But with love to them no less, 
The Christ had come down to bless 
The world with His sinlessness. 


A Child was born! 
And ewiftly the Wise Men came, 
Led by a star’s white flame; 
And they whispered a wonderfal name 
Which the Child had come to bear, 
And with rapt and reverent air, 
They knelt by the manger there. 


A Child was born! 
And the mother was mute with joy 
As she fondled her beautifal Boy; 
Yet the rapture was mixed with alloy; 
For the future she could not see, 
But she kuew it held trials to be, 
And some strange, deep mystery. 


A Child was born! 
A Saviour to earth had come; 
And the chimes of the heavens rang, 
And the jubilant heralds sung, 
And all through the centuries long 
Has echoed that wonderful song, 
And still it is sweet and strong. 


Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 





Thoughts for the Thoughtful. 


Christmastide. 


“ Open thy hand at Christmas-time, 
Open thy heart to Chri-tmas-chime, 
Open‘thy soul! to thoughts sublime.” 


.* . 

No heart not right with God can interpret 
the deep, precious meaning of the Ohrist- 
mas bells. They ring joyously to the outer 
ear of all, perhaps; but to the heart in har- 
mony with God through true repentance 
and faith in Jesas, how rich, how full their 
message! — Christian Advocate. 

. © * 

Lift up yourselves to the great meaning 
of the day, and dare to think of your hu- 
manity as something so sublimely precious 
that it is worthy of being made an offer- 
ing to God. Count it a privilege to make 
that offering as complete as possible, + 4 
ing nothing back, and then go out to the 

leasures and duties of your life, having 
been traly born anew into His Divinity, as 
He was born into our Humanity, on Christ- 
mas day. — Phillips Brooks. 


” Not only did the m bring gifts, but 
they brought rich and costly . We 


ould bring our best — our gold, frankin- 
a ond myzee, the alabaster box of our 
heart's deepest love, and the best of all our 
life and service. Toooften we give Ohrist 
only what is left over after we have taken 
all we desire for self-indulgence, or for the 
promotion of our own ambitions. We should 
always let Him have the best. — J. R. Miller, 
D. D. 


7 * 
This is the golden day, 
The greatest of the year, when miracles 
Are wrought as on no other meaner day, 
When blind eyes see,and broken hearts are 
healed ; 
When Love !s king and loyal all the world. 
Men do forget i mk cook cares, 
t sorr or eir 
ay a Sovass. O! selfishness ashamed, 
They find their joy in giving, and their love 
Is poured with lavish self-forgetfualness ; 
And all because there was a little Child 
Once born in Bethiehem! Ah! mighty One, 
It is to Thee we bow at Christ mastide ; 
And while our hands yt we yee ab omy 
love, we 
pr plane Ree ens «© little Child! O King! 
Give us the childlike nature and Thy peace, 
So shall Thy day bring heaven to our souls,”’ 
— MARIANNE FARNINGHAM, in Christian 
orld. 
. ° *. 

Ohrist’s birth as the Babe of Bethlehem 
has made the little child almost divine in 
its sacredness, almighty in ite claim upon 
love. He has make motherhood a holy 
thing, redeemed from ite sorrows and an- 

aish. He has made the home sacred 

lied it with joy and music. He has filled 
our humanity with dignity. All that de- 
graded man, all that oppressed and en- 
siaved man, was doomed by that coming of 
the Son of God as the Son of man. Since 
He, the King of kings and Lord of lo 
was wrapped in the swaddling clothes an 
laid in a manger, humanity is a thing more 
sacred than any wealth or position or even 
the trappings of royalty could make it. 
Labor is uplifted and ennobled, its curse un- 
done, since He bent with sweat of brow as 
the Carpenter of Nazareth. Poverty is no 
more a thing of scorn, since He chose it and 
lived out in it the life that was more than 
kingly. All the common things of life, ite 
eating and drinking, and waking and 
sleeping, its round of relationships, are 
conde Sivine by His example. And all 
men draw near with simple confidence to 
Him siace fe has come, the blessed Brother- 


Man. 
If this, then, be the unspeakable gift that 


we celebrate at Obristmas, no wonder that 
He has come to be the centre of all time — 
that ap to Him all that was should lead, 
forth from Him flows ali that is. This is 
indeed the glory of God in the highest, 
peace on earth, and good will toward men. 
— Rev. Mark Guy Pearse. 


By the Christmas firesides of some of you 
there will be vacant chairs and vanished 
faces. Forget not that the joy of the Incar- 
nation is the joy of the Resurrection also, 
and that there is not one single innocent 
joy on earth that is not a shadow of a prom- 
ise of the eternal joy in heaven. The end 
of our journey, and the end of their jour- 
ney whom you loved and have lost, is not 
here. In human life, at one time the wind 
blows, the rain falls, the frost is cruel; at 
another the sun shines, the birds sing, and 
all is May; but through shadow or through 
sunlight we are traveling onward. — Canon 
Farrar. 

Has public sympathy forgotten, in the 
strain of newer ap , the sweet ap 
of Bethlehem and the manger of the holy 
Child? Is Christmas a withered stock, or 
is it a budding tree? Never were men 
more — to pause in the din of life and 
hear the sweet story of old. And they who 
feel the strain on sympathy most intensely 
have the most thought, the most tender- 
ness, the most love to spend on Jesus 
Christ. In joy and sorrow, in cloud and 
sunshine, we seek Him out. He is our 
Alter Ego, our Other Self. — Charles Cuth- 
bert Hall, D. D. 

Obristmas is the season of gladness, and 
well it may be, for then the * glad tidings of 
great =~ first fell in music on the weary 
earth. But it is also, to many, the season 
of deep os. We never notice the va- 
cant oc aswe do at Ohristmas. With 
py our “* vital — sink ”’ at the 
sight, we think, ‘‘ How good, how kind, 
and he is gone.”’ Slightly-healed wounds 
break out afresh et Christmas. The tribu- 
tary tears flow fast at Christmas. We con- 
trast this season with the past. Where are 
the loved faces that reflected God’s peace 
upon us? Where are the prized ones who 
were wont to gather round the Christmas 
fire? To all who ask such plaintive ques- 
tions and whose hearts weep, we commend 
a few hours this Christmas in the pensive 
habitudes of Tennyson’s “In Memoriam.” 
Joy is never so true and deep as when 
touched with sadness. Sunlight is never so 
sweet as when softened by shadow. Music 
is never so melodious as when it includes 
minor strains. Life’s best delights have a 

in the heart of them. It will tend to 

is us this Christmas such joy, such sun- 
ht, such music, such delights, if we sanc- 
tify Christmas Eve by “ the sweetest song 
ever sung.” — DiInspaLe T. 


Youne, in 
Preachers’ Magazine. 





DR. WALLACE’S TWO CHRISTMAS 
GIFTS. 
Mrs. Harriet A. Cheever. 


OT gifts from him, but ones that he 
received. 

Two or three days before Christmas the 
doctor, who was given to outspoken solilo- 
quy, was fluttering about his room taking 
more time for a deliberate toilet than was 
often permitted him. All at once he hap- 
pened to glance at the calendar. 

* Bless me!" he began. “If it isn’t the 
23d! Knew the month was slipping away 
pretty fast, but didn’t realize how fast. 
Phew! I must hurry up about the few 
Obristmas presents I have to buy. And — 
bother! I ought to prepare John and Mad- 
am for the annual influx of slippers, sus- 
penders, monogram kerchiefs, and what 
not, sure to come streaming in. I do wish 
that people, despite their laudable motives, 
would remember that a doctor doesn’t keep 
a bazar made up of fancy wearing apparel. 

“IT remember how a bitterly cold day last 
January, Grandma Siddons called me in, 
and sat me down to a steaming cup of cof- 
fee and some hot waffles. She remarked 
dryly that she was no hand at giving 
Christmas presents, but liked to remember 
meinsome way. Now there’s a sensible 
woman! A cup of hot coffee on a stinging 
day in winter, or a glass of cool lemonade 
in summer, is something worth while, but 
all these other clap-traps — pah! ”’ 

The doctor slipped his feet into neat, 
convenient slippers of gray and white short 
far as he spoke. 

“ Bought them myself,” he said, his eyes 
lengthening into an amused smile as he 
peered over at them. 

But the doctor, one of the most ingenu- 
ous of men, did not take into consideration 
the fact of being an exceedingly good- 
looking man still in life’s rich prime, and 
that being unencumbered with family ties 
beyond “ John,” the man, and ‘“‘ Madam,” 
the old housekeeper, young ladies could 
not stop him with offers of hot drink and 
fresh waffles as Grandma Siddons had done. 

But the doctor was talking again, his 
thoughte having taken quite a divergence 
since his last remark. 





* Kind of a sad time for people to die 





when all Christendom is rejoicing! Two of 
my cases can’t last long, that’s certain. 
Bless me! how different they are, come to 
think of it! There’s old Mr. Felix Hunt- 
ington tossing about on his fine brass bed- 
stead in a room full of all kinds of expen- 
sive trappings, and Janey Olix, my little 
white kitten of a lass, fading away on her 
little cot at the hospital.” 

The doctor stopped midway in the room, 
a hair-brush suspended on its way to his 
head. ‘I wonder which I'd rather be just 
now?” The answer was immediate: ‘‘ The 
kitty, by all means! How folks do badger 
a doctor, though! Don’t stop to realize 
that theology and metaphysics at large 
form no part of his professional equipment. 
Felix Huntington is not at ease about the 
hereafter, that’s plain. Yet he won’t come 
right out, man-fashion, and say, ‘ Doctor, 
what must I doto be saved?’ In which 
case 1 should instantly recommend sending 
for Dr. Surplice, his minister. Yet he 
doesn’t want that, for when I hinted to the 
nurse one day the propriety of sending for 
aspiritual adviser, she tossed up her hands: 
* Doctor, don’t think of it,’ she implored; 
*he would resent, perhaps choke, at the 
suggestion. He has given directions, if Dr. 
Surplice calls, not to have him admitted to 
his presence.’ So when the poor old gen- 
tleman goes beating about the bush, won- 
dering as to this thing and wondering as to 
that thing, all bearing upon what a man is 
likely to experience in a future state, I'll 
be blest if 1 know what to say! Got my 
own belief, of course, but what with rush- 
ing here and there day and night with 
scarcely a chance to eat or sleep a good 
part of the time, I’m afraid my theology 
isn’t quite as clear as it might be. Once in 
awhile when I’m ‘fetched up sharp,’ as 
Madam has it, and am asked in mortal 
stress what aman must do for what be fan- 
cies his imperilled soul, I send slyly for the 
minister. Don’t intend to trench upon 
matters J have not sufficiently studied out. 

* My little white kitten hasn't anything 
to worry about, unless it’s me. That little 
thing wants to ask questions she doesn’t 
quite dare. I don’t encourage her. The 
ten-year-old mite could ask something of 
the forty- five-year-old doctor he would not 
find it altogether easy to answer. There 
goes the office bell! Yes, John, I’ll be 
down immediately.’ 

Two days later, and at night, the doctor, 
soliloquizes again: — 

“The end of Christmas day, and I have 
received two gifts. Others, also, that I 
have scarcely looked at as yet, but two 
that stand out unique, the two most im- 
portant of all. 

* My little, soft, tender kitten has gone. 
‘Where?’ dolask myself? I am just as 
sure that child is in Paradise tonight as I 
am that I sit here all tired out, talking to 
Dr. Donald Wallace! Felix Huntington 
detained me so long this morning I did not 
reach the hospital until afternoon. But the 
old man handed me a check which he said 
was a slight expression of his regard, and 
with which he desired I should purchase a 
Christmas gift — anything that pleased me 
most. He added that in his will ample 
compensation would be found to have been 
made for my professional services. ‘ But 
that will be after itis all over for me,’ he 
added; and, I declare, the hungry, ques- 
tioning look in the old man’s eyes fairly 
pained me. He still lingers. ; 

“ But now about my little kitten of a girl. 
I knew the moment I saw her early in the 
afternoon that the Christ-day would be the 
last one for her on earth. Little dear! how 
swiftly and pleasantly it all came about. 
‘Doctor,’ she said, and her breath was so 
short she only spoke in gasps, ‘ doctor, I’ve 
got something for you.’ She had it in her 
hand all ready, this little plain Testament 
they gave her at some mission school. ‘You'll 
keep it to remember Janey by, won’t you?’ 
she asked. ‘Certainly I will,’ I replied, and 
reaching up her little white hands she drew 
my face down and kissed me. Then she 
whispered, ‘ And, doctor, you won’t forget 
to love Ohrist, will you? And if anybody 
asks what they must do to be saved, tell 
‘em it’s all — all in John, a-third, thixteen. 
The Saviour thaid it.’ 

“ Poor little thing, how she lisped it out 
in her weakness — just managed to say it, 
that wasall. Isat holding her tiny hand, for 
I saw the end was coming rapidly. The last 
words she ever spoke were, ‘The Saviour 
thaid it.’ She smiled into my face in a wan, 
half-conscious way, then went to sleep. 
That's al) there was to it — closed her eyes 
herself, and dropped off into the land of 
balm, that will shelter her forever. 

“T sat by the side of the sleeping child for 
afew moments thinking intently. Then I 
looked at her simple gift still held in my 





hand. The little Testament opened of itself 
to John, the third, and around the sixteenth 
verse a line was drawn: ‘ For God so loved 
the world, that He gave His only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in Him 
should not perish, but have everlasting 
life.’ StillI sat pondering. All at once I 
think the floger of God touched me. Back 
I went to old Felix Hantington’s bedside. 
‘I want to tell you a story,’I said. There 
must have been some magnetism about the 
simple recital from the first word, for the 
man’s attention nearly upset me. But I 
went steadily on from the moment of en- 
tering Janey’s presence a short time before, 
until while sitting by the quiet child I read 
the verse of which she had spoken: ‘ For 
God so loved the world, that He gave His 
only begotten Son, that whosoever believ- 
eth in Him should not perish, but have ev- 
erlasting life.’ 

“ AsT finished, Felix Huntington gave a 
great sigh. ‘ Now you’ve done it, doctor,’ he 
said — ‘ told me what I’ve been suffering to 
know ever since I knew the end was near. 
Let’s talk itover. I must!’ 

“ We talked and talked until the sick man 
tired me out. But I found passage after 
passage that shat little white -souled creat- 
ure had marked, and when I came away old 
Felix Huntington’s face wore a smile of 


peace. 

“T thinkI shall put the greater part of 
that big check he gave me either into Tes- 
taments for some mission schools, or into 
the schools themselves. 

“Two Ohristmas gifts! One from an old, 
rich man, still living, bat repentant, and all 
ready for the coming change; the other 
from my little friend who walks in Paradise 
and by her Saviour’s side. Both useful 
gifts, but one as far above the other in its 
priceless value as the heavens are above 
the earth. 

“ Yes, as it doesn’t matter whether the 
knowledge comes under the head of theol- 
ogy, metaphysics, or any other high-sound- 
ing title, I know just what I shall say to the 
next dying patient whose eyes or lips put 
the question: ‘What must I do to be 
saved ?’ 

“Ah! here is another verse with a little 
irregular line around it, the one of all oth- 
ers for this doubly precious night: ‘ Thanks 
be to God for His unspeakable gift.’ ”’ 

Newton, Mass. 








CHRISTMAS ROSES. 
N. A. M. Roe. 


Christmas roses never blow 
In a heart so filled with woe 
Naught is fair. 
Christmas flowers of life and light 
Never biossom in the night 
Ot despair. 


Tarn thee to the morning sun, 
O thou faint and weary one! 
In thy room, 
Wide the dismal shutters throw, 
Let the yellow sunbeams know 
Of thy gloom. 


Wondrous light of heavenly love 

May for thee a blessing prove 
All the way. 

Then will bloom in every place 

Holy flowers of truth and grace, 
Day by day. 


Worcester, Mass. 








AN OVERPLUS OF THINGS. 


OW many persons are spending their 
money this month for that which satis- 

fietn not. The strongest impression of a visit 
to the great department stores is of the super- 
abundance of things. The amount of trash 
displayed on the counters at holiday time makes 
one fairly heartsick. Who buys all these atroc- 
ities in the way of toilet ornaments, bric-a- 
brac, cheap pictures and gaudy fancy work ? 
The intelligent American public, we are forced 
toanswer. Even among dainty wares that call 
forth an admiring exclamation, how many are 
really useful and appropriate to their use? The 
truth is, we Americans have a mania for accu- 
mulating things. Our parlors and chambers, 
and even our halls, are full of things. Look at 
the pictures in the Ladies’ Home Journal repre- 
senting the interior of 100 typical American 
homes, “with furnishings enough for 1,000,” as 
an authority on art facetiously adds; then recall 
the Japanese custom of hanging only one 
beautiful picture at a time on the wall, of 
displaying a single piece of artistic pottery in a 
room so simply furnished that the attention is 
not diverted by a score of other ornaments. 
Lite would be wonderfully simplified if we were 
released from the thralidom of things. It might 
not be so easy to buy Christmas gifts. We 
should not rush into the shops and purchase 
the first bit of bric-a-brac that struck our 
fancy. Instead of giving our friends more 
things, why not adopt the English custom of 
reecrnity te with a personal Christmas greet- 

— Congregationalist. 



































“N 


Zion’s Herald, December 22, 1897. 





823 








WE MISS THEM SO. 


We miss our loves 
On this Obristmas night — 
We mise tre Blessings their brightnces brought 
em ngs tness 
And the eubtie sweetness their 


wrought. 
The dun clouds drape all the wintry sky, 
And the lone winds sigh 
As they tremble by. 


We mies their songs, 
Though we know they sing, 
For ’tis Christmas. ays | heaven doth ring 
With jubilations and joy and praise, 
For the angels sing as in olden days, 
And our darlings join in the songs, we know, 
And their glad hearts glow 
In love's overflow. 


We miss their joy, 
Though we share it, too, 

For heaven hath so much it breaketh through. 
There is joy wherever the Christ is known — 
Higb up, in the I'ght of His own white throne, 

And away, far down, in the haunts of sin, 

here the gifts come in 
Which the Christmas win. 


We mies their forms, 
But they sometimes come 
At the midnight watch, to allure us home. 
W itn our eyes half closed, how our pu'ss thrill, 
W hen the circling arms are around us stiil, 
And the red, warm lips to our own are press’d, 
And the head on the breast 
Is at perfect rest. 


We miss them so! 
Yet the world above 
Mast be richer tor all their grace and love. 
Our hearts? Ab, well! Toey can bear and 
wait, 
For the dear Lord knoweth our low estate, 
And in loving-kindness our souls will hide 
Oo some Christmastide 
W here our loves abide. 


— LLEWELLYN A. MORRISON, in Christian 
Advocate. 





HANS’ CHRISTMAS CARD. 
Louisa A’bmuty Nash. 


LTHOUGH conductor on the cars, Hans 
Miller felt that his wages were scarcely 
his own, for he had signed them away to pay all 
he owed. He had been out of work so long that 
he bad bigarrears to make up, and a worn-out 
wife at home with their little sick girl to care 
for. 
lt was Christmas week, witha great deal of 
going and coming, and bulky parcels carried 
home in many hands. 
“ | wish I could affori to bring some Christ- 


most festal day. Christmas joy has passed into 
song, story and proverb, yet there is more to 
Christmas than even mere joy. 

For the centre and source of Christmas, its 
very heart of hearte, is a Babe wrapped in 
swaddiing clothes and lying in a manger. 
Christmas obtains its significance from Christ. 
It was Jesus who made the first Christmas event- 
fal. As it was nineteen hundred years ago, so 
should it be now: the greatest significance and 
attraction of this day of days is the Son of God 
incarnate. 

This present Christmas, in the year 1897, is 
practically affected by this truth. When we 
realize that the real heart of Christmas is Obrist, 
then the feasting and reveling and giving of 
gifts, although made more hallowed, will all 
sink into a subordinate place while we contem- 
plate the Man Christ Jesus. Through Ubristmas 
we then shall come to see more clearly the hu- 
manity of Christ. His nearness to us, His un- 
derstanding of our needs and nature, His per- 
fect sympathy with us in our temptations and 
tribulations, and His surpassing love, all shine 
radiantly from the star that hung over Bethle- 
hem’s manger. Christmas tells of the human 
Christ, with His great throbbing heart of com- 
passion and mercy. 

Unices we geta clearer conception of Him, 
who, though very God, on Ohristmas became 
fully human, we shal! mis« the greatest blessing 
of Christmastide. A better understanding of 
Jesus,a more ardent affection for Him, anda 
deeper desire to be like Him, are the best Christ- 
mas gifts. 

The truth that the heart of Onristmas is 
Obrist is a great one, and it may be viewed in 
fitty phases; but we desire, in thus merely sug- 
gesting the subject, to call attention to the ex- 
tent to which it magnifies the place of child- 
hood and youth. Where there is no Christmas, 
there children are of small account. Sver since 
the wondering eyes of the Bethlehem Babe 
looked up into the mother face of Mary, the 
child has had a new place in life. A new dig- 
nity, a new value, has been set upon these “ littie 
ones” by Him who was Himself numbered 
among them. Today the noblest service on 
earth is that rendered to a little child. 

The peculiar life and trials of young people 
seem to them to be beyond the understanding 
of others. But He who came on Christmas, and 
who entered fully into all the experiences of 
youth, offers Himeelf as « friend, a companion, 
a counselor, to the young man and to the young 





massings home,” grumbled Hans to hi it 

“ * Onrist- scatterings,’ we used to call them in 
the old fatherland!” And a dejected thing he 
called “ heimweh ”’ came over him. 

“Oh, dear! I must have left home witbout my 
purse,” said a lady, as she entered the car. “ 1’m 
too tired to walk home! Conductor, will you 
trast me, and let me ride? ” 

He knew her by sight,as a pretty frequent 
traveler, and answered, “I'll give you my num- 
ber, and you can send me the nickel by any one 
of the boys.” 

He forgot all about it when, next day, in the 
“car-barn,” a mate banded him a large en- 
velope. Hidden in the corner was the nickel, and 
such @ lovely Christmas card greeted him — the 
Christ-child’s blessed face, with forget-me nots 
twined around, and the words: — 

“This Christmas time, in very deed, 
My God, He shall supply your need.” 

“A bit of Christmas for my wife! ” he 
thought, as he slipped it inside his vest. 

Oa his way home the lights in the basement 
of a church, and “‘ Welcome” in star-lights 
over the door, invited him to enter. A Christ- 
mas-tree, almost stripped, stood in the centre, 
andthere were groups of happy children with 
their parents everywhere. Santa Claus in white 
beard and scarlet cloak called out: “Is there 
any one present withasick child at home, who 
would enjoy this doll ?” 

Whether the image of his fair-haired sick 
child still liagered in his eyes, one cannot say, 
but a young lady came up to him, saying: “ You 
have one, haven’t you?” 

“ Yes, 1 have my little Lilchen at home, and 
she has bsen fa her bad for two months.” 

la another momeat little “Red Riding 
Hood,” wrapped in paper, en orange, and a 
box of figs found their way into his biggest 
pocket. 

For the first time in many years welled up 
this thought in Haus Miiller’s mind: “ My 
God has not forgotten me;”’ and linked to it 
the prayer: “ Let me not forget Thee, O my 
God!” 

Valy a Christmas card, and his views of life — 
the short one and the long one — were 
changed! 

Portland, Oregon. 


SEE — 
THE HEART OF CHRISTMAS. 


NB’S first thought about Christmas is a 

thought of gifts. The day has become 
synonymous with the exchange of tokens 
among friends. Our preparations for Christ- 
mas are chiefly preparations of gifts. Neverthe- 
less, giving is not the deepest significance of the 
occasion. Indeed, Christmas giving has be- 
come in some instances a very shaliow affair, a 
give-and-take for “value re- 
ceived.” It is not in this noble but degenerating 
custom that we are to read the secret of Christ- 


mas. 

Neither is joy, that universal characteristic of 
Christmas, the real heart of the anniversary. 
We mast look deeper than the songs and lights 
‘and bells and Christ mas-trees and merrymaking 
if we would find the true meaning of the year’s 





He, with His omnipotent strength, 
taultiess wisdom, and unfailing love, asks to be 
made a very part of every young life. He is 
Emmanuel —“ God with us.” And that is His 
Christmas gift. That is the heart of Christmas. 
— Wellspring. 


Boys and Girls. 


TWO ANSWERED PRAYERS. 


A Christmastide Story. 
Annie Hamilton Donnell. 


T the end of the long row of little beds 

a head lifved itself slowly from a flat 

white pillow. A shrill whisper “ carried” 
across three beds to the fifth in line, — 

* You awake, Em’line?”’ 

“ Yes — you, ’Thusy?” 

The head in the fifth bed lifted, too. 

“Well, it’s time. I guess they’re all 
asleep now. 

“ All right — I guess so.” 

“* Come on over.’’ 

“No, you do it your own self, ’Thusy 
Pickles! ’Taint any further from your bed 
to mine than ’tis from mine to yours, so 
there! The floor’s co-old!” 

“My floor’s cold, too,” murmured 
’Thusy’s gentle voice in mild remonstrance. 
But she put out a tentative little bare toe 
and tested the floor. . 

*Q-o00!” she shivered under her 
skimpy little nightgown. “ But ’tis cold, 
Em’line! I'll come over, though. There, 
it’s easier when you’re used to it.” 

Em’line sat up in bed and waited com- 
fortably, with the quilt huddled round her. 
She heard ’Thusy’s soft little feet pad 
bravely along, and felt a little mean and 
guilty. 

‘* Bat she’s the oldest, ’Thusy is,” she 
explained to her conscience. 

“T’m here,” announced a whisper at her 
elbow, in the dark. ‘ You get out an’ 
kneel down, too, Em’line."’ 

*“ *Oourse. An’ here’s the quilt to wrap 
round both of us — so.’’ 

* Oh, that’s nice! Now you begin.” 

“ No, you first, "Thusy.”’ 

“I'd ruther you, truly,’ began ’Thusy’s 
timid voice; but there was no need to 
finish, for a solemn, shivery little voice 
beside her was already praying. 

* Dear Santy Olaus,” it was saying, “ to- 
morrow’s Obris’mas—my stockin’s all 
hung ap” — 

“ Wait, wait, Em’line ! Dear Lord,’’ cor- 
rected ’Thusy, eagerly. 

“Why ’Thusy Pickles, ’taint either! I 
should like to know if Santy Claus don’t 
fill people's stockin’s ? ” 

“ Ye-s, I know, but it’s the Lord you 








pray to. 
to it.” 

“All right! Dear Lord,” began the 
solemn voice again, ‘it’s goin’ to be Chris’- 
mas tomorrow. Me ’n ’Thusy’s got our 
stockin’s all hung up. We thought you’d 
be willin’ to fill’em this time. Please put 
a bag o’ candy in the toe an’ a orange in 
the heel, but please, Lord, save all the leg 
to putadollin. Ido want along doll, an’ 
O, if you please, don’t let it have ’Sylam 
clo’es on! If "taint too much work, dear 
Lord, let it wear real kind of stylish clo’es 
like other folks’s. Amen! Oh —P.S., [’m 
ve-ry much obliged.” 

Em‘line crept back into bed, but she left 
the quilt for ’Thusy. 

There was a little silence in the big, bare 
room, broken only by the other little occu- 
pants’ nestlings in their sleep. 

“Go ahead! Begin, ’Thusy.’’ 

“T’'m most afraid to,’ whispered ’Thusy. 
“Do you suppose He — will, Em’line ? 
Truly ?” 

* * Ask an’ ye shall receive’ ’s what the 
text said. I s’posed you hadn’t forgotten 
that, "Thusy Pickles. It’s out c’ the Bible.” 

“*Ask an’ ye shall receive,’” began 
*Thusy, taking courage. ‘ That’s what the 
Bible says, dear Lord! It was in our text 
today. So we thought we would, Em’line 
an’ me. Tomorrow's Christmas — please, 
dear Lord, give me a mother ! ” 

“ ’Thusy Pickles! ” 

“A traly-honest one, dear Lord,” went 
on the tremulous, eager little whisper. 
“The kind that other little girls have that 
don’t live at ’Sylums. I want that kind — 
O dear Lord, I do want one so! Amen.”’ 

She got up softly and put the quilt back 
over Em’line. As she reached across the 
bed two warm arms met her neck and 
clasped it in the darkness. 

“Good night,” murmured Em’line, sol- 
emnly. 

“ Good - night, Em’line. I ain’t afraid any 
more. I know He will.”’ 

An hour later, ’Thusy stole softly out 
from under the covers again and crawled 
down to the footboard. She had not been 
to sleep at all. 

*“T must take my stockin’ down,” she 
was thinking. “‘’Oourse. ‘Twouldn’t be 
fair to leave it, now I’ve asked for a mother. 
An’ I'd so much — ruther have her! I was 
goin’ to ask for a long doll like Em’line’s 
when I hung it up. I hadn’t thought I 
could ask for the other. Oh, I’m so glad I 
thought of it in time ! ” 

She reached down over the footboard and 
unpinned the limp little stocking and 
dropped it on the floor. Then she went 
back to sleep and slept till Merry Christmas 
morning. 

At midnight the matron of the Asylum 
went through the room to make sure all the 
little orphan girls were tucked up well. It 
was bitterly cold. She held the lamp up 
over her head and peered down at each 
small bed. The lamp’s unsteady rays made 
odd traceries across her kindly, homely 
face, refining it a little. If quaint little 
’Thusy had been awake she might have 
thought, ‘‘ She looks most as if she might 
‘ve been a mother if there hadn’t been so 
many children.” 

But ’Thusy was asleep and dreaming of 
“traly-honest””’ mothers. The matron 
tucked her in a bit and started back down 
the long room. At Em’line’s bed she dis- 
covered the empty little stocking pinned to 
the footboard. 

** Well, I declare ! ” she ejaculated, under 
her breath. “I declare! If that child 
hasn’t gone and hung her stockin’ up! 
Why, the poor little thing, she’ll be dretfal 
disappointed in the mornin’! ”’ 

Nobody else had ever hung a stocking up 
since her matronship began. The last little 
stocking she had seen had been hung up 
years — so many years! — before, in her own 
home. She remembered it now with a little 
jolt in her breath. 

At the Pleasant Street Orphan Asylum the 
Christmas celebration was usually a little 
belated —one day, even two or three, 
sometimes —till other Christmases were 
over and other people had time to remem- 
ber and contribute to this one. Then 
there was usually atree for the children 
and a little program of speeches and songs. 
It was “ nice,” as Em’line said, “ but you 
had to wait for it.” 

* Poor little thing!’ murmured the 
matron, still looking down at the empty 
stocking. ‘“‘She’ll be dretful disappointed. 
Em’line takes things real hard. I wish I 
had — why, there’s Hitty’s doll— only” — 

She harried back to her room, cold and 
perturbed. She hadn’t thought of Hitty’s 
dolly for so longatime! She tried not to 


I guess He put’s Santy Claus up 


think of it now, and went to bed quickly. 
But she got up again and put on the heavy 
wrapper once more and opened the 





draughts of her stove. Hitty’s doll was 
laid away in soft wrappings at the bottom 
of one to her boxes. Hitty was the little 
girl who never grew to be a woman — who 
had belonged to the matron of the Pieas- 
ant Street Asylam when she had been a 
“ truly-honest mother,” years ago. 

The doll was dressed in garments a little 
quaint, but bright still and beautifully 
trimmed. It was a “long doll.” The next 
morning Em’line found it in her stocking. 


On Obristmas day young Mrs. Keith sat 
in her pew at St Andrew's waiting for the 
service to begin. She had come from a 
sense of duty, or to help “get through ”’ 
the day— she hardly knew which. Other 
people had come to hear the choir of little 
Pleasant Street orphans sing Ohristmas 
anthems. 

Mrs. Keith's sweet face was very sad. 
The black drapings about it intensified its 
gloom. She sat with her slender, gloved 
fingers intertwining nervously, and her 
beautiful eyes staring straight ahead, 
seeing other Christmases and a little 
head of tangled golden hair that had been 
in them ali— always, until this Ohrist- 
mas, 

The procession of little orphans filed 
slowly past her and she saw them absently. 
She hardly noticed them at all until the glint 
of one child’s yellow hair in the sunshine 
from a window, drew her eyes to it. It 
was golden hair like — hers. There were 
twiste and tangles in it, too. 

The children took their places in the 
choir seats facing the audience, and folded 
their mittened hands primly on their laps. 
How much alike they all looked! — but that 
was their uniform dress, of course. Mrs. 
Keith found herself searching the little 
ranks for the head of yellow hair — yes, 
there it was! She searched the small face 
under it eagerly. It was sweet and fair 
and wistful. Again and again during the 
service Mrs. Keith watched it because she 
couldn’t help it. 

’Thusy —’Thusy’s hair was yellow -— sat 
on her high bench and swept the congre- 
gation with earnest, eager eyes. Her little 
hands pinched each other excitedly. 

“There’s mothers enough,” she thought. 
“Oh, aplenty! Bat they’ve all got little 
girls. I want a mother that hasn’t — J 
want to be her little girl. There’s a beau- 
tifal one down there in that front seat, but 
she b’longs to those children ’side of her. 
An’ that one acrost the aisle’s got a little 
girl, too—she looks like a truly-honest 
mother. There’s another one! Oh, ain’t 
sbe beautiful! But she’s got ’em at home. 
I know by the way she’s a-smilin’. Oh!” 
her eyes traveled down to Mrs. Keith’s pew 
and rested on her sad, sweet face. “ Oh! 
She ain’t smilin’! She can’t have any little 
girl at home.”’ 

Their eyes met, and involuntarily Mrs. 
Keith nodded a little and tried to smile. 
She had been watching the eager little face 
so long. 

“Oh, she’s a mother! She’s a mother! ”’ 
thought ’Thusy, nodding back delightedly. 
* An’ she hasn’t got any little girl. I guess 
— she’s — the — one.”’ 

She shut her eyes and whispered softly: 
“You needn’t trouble any more, dear 
Lord! I’ve found her.” 

“’Thusy, "Thusy, we’re goin’ to begin — 
hurry!” whispered Em’line, twitching her 
arm. 

They stood up and began to sing with 
clear, childish voices. Em’line’s rose 
sweetly above the others. 

“Sing, "Thasy Pickles!” she urged, in 
the interlude. 

* Oh, I can’t, Em’line, I can’t! ” 

“ What for — you sick?” 

“ No, I’m just happy! ”’ 

The file of children trudged staidly down 
the aisle again past Mrs. Keith’s pew, till 
itcame to’Thusy. ’Thusy slipped into the 
pew beside the slender little figure in dis- 


malblack. She nestled up to it and smiled 
up radiantly into the gentle face. 

“Pye come,” 'Thusy said, happily. “I 
knew you was the mother right off — the 
one I prayed the dear Lord for, you know 
—for a COhris’mas present. I knew He’d 
send you —Oh, I did want a truly-honest 
mother so! ”’ 

The child's voice chatted on contentedly, 
explaining things in a clear, succinct litt 
way. It did not take long — the little story 
was so short — but it was long enough for 
Mrs. Keith to doa good deal of thinking 
and a little praying. 

So, at the story's end, she only clas 
the little warm brown mitten closely, and 
said in a matter-of-fact way, though her 
sweet voice quavered a little, — 

*“ Come, we will go home, dear.” 

“OCan—can I say ‘mother?’” Thusy 

“I'd like to begin right 


* You can begin ‘right now,’ ” the sweet 
voice said, steadily. 


Kent's Hill, Maine. 
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Editorial. 





THE HEART OF CHRISTMAS. 


US gee anniversary cherished and per- 

petuated by mankind has seme vital 
principle at the heart of it, something that 
gives it character, permanency, and power. 
It would be as futile to try to establish an 
arbitrary anniversary as to try to make a 
dead stick take root in the ground. There 
must be something in every day that is set 
aside from and honored above other days 
to stamp it with character and vital signifi- 
cance. 

Patriotism is the principle at the heart of 
our national anniversaries, Fourth of July 
and Memorial Day. Gratitude dominates 
Thanksgiving. The hopefulness at the 
heart of the race perpetaates New Year’s 
Day. But the grandest, deepest, sweetest, 
most vitalizing principle of all lies at the 
heart of Christmas. It is love. 

Christmas is the world’s supreme love- 
day. It is the embodiment and the type of 
universal brotherhood and loving-kindness. 
The very name calls forth what blessed 
memories, what happy and tender senti- 
ments, what gracious feelivg toward all 
mankind! There is an irresistible going- 
out of the human heart all over the world 
when the glad Christmas season returns. It 
is like a great tide of love, that sweeps 
even selfish, reluctant natures along with 
it, as the ocean tide bears the clinging sea- 
weed and the sodden driftwood far up into 
the marshes and the meadows along shore. 

Everybody catches somewhat of the 
world’s infection of love at Christmas time. 
Call it fashion, habit, the conventionality 
of custom, the yielding to blind popular 
prejudice and impulse, or whatever you 
will; the fact remains that all Christendom, 
high and low, rich and poor, saintly and vi- 
cious, responds in some degree to the sweet 
nativity chorus of the angels, “‘ Peace on 
earth, good-will to men! ” 

Universal love at the heart of Christmas! 
The birthday of the Saviour the brother- 
hood-day of the race! What a beautiful 
and prophetic association of ideas is thia! 
To wake on Uhristmas morning and think, 
“This is the Lord’s birthday, and this is 
the day that men have consecrated to love, 
all the world around ” — is it not a kind of 
millennial anthem in the soul? Is it nota 
fulfilment in part, at least, of the purpose 
of our Heavenly Father in sending His Son 
into the world, that the whole world, on 
the anniversary of Christ’s advent, should 
be ** bound in gold chains ” of love “ about 
the feet of God?” We say the whole 
world, for, practically, Christendom now 
embraces the whole world. In China, in 
Bgypt, in India, in the uttermost isles of 
the sea, there are some — and more and 
more every year — who are singing the 
song of the angels. The heart of the world 
and the heart of Christmas are surely, 
sweetly, singing themselves into harmony. 

Love, universal love, among mankind 
means the salvation ef the race and the 
bringing-in of Christ’s kingdom upon earth. 
And as every Christmas Day widens the 
stream and deepens the current of Jove, the 
blessed anniversary comes to us, not only 
as a glad memorial of our Saviour, but as a 
new and mighty evangelizing impulse, the 
thrill of which is felt throughout the world, 
and the joy of which lends new rapture to 
the song of the redeemed in heaven. 





THE LARGER GIVING. 


OVE being the thought that lies at the 
heart of Christmas — ite significance 
and its motive — what could be more nat- 
ural or more appropriate than the outflow- 
ing of this impulse of universal sympathy 
and kindness in the beautiful custom of 
making gifts to others, on the annual re- 
turn of our Lord’s birthday? If the gifts 
are made in the true spirit of giving, not 
perfunctorily, or as in duty bound “for 
value received,” they are a genuine and 
fitting expression of Christmas love and 
good-will. There is a spiritual and relig- 
ious significance in them; and it is easy to 
believe that God looks with loving approv- 
al upon such exchanges and pledges of 
brotherly kindness. 

But not all gifts are of the same kind or 
degree of lovingness — to use a rather awk- 
ward but expressive term. Some, by their 
very nature, carry more love with them 
than others. The immaterial gifts are most 
deeply fraught with blessing and mean- 
ing — the sort of gifts that come out of a 
person’s soul and life, and bring with them 
something of one’s actual self. These con- 
stitute what we might call the larger giv- 
ing, because they are so much broader and 





deeper in their significance, and involve so 
much more of personal sympathy and sac- 
rifice, than mere material gifts. A day 
spent with a lonely and lonesome invalid, 
for instance, a day devoted to the comfort- 
ing and cheering and entertaining of that 
neglected and wistful one, is an infinitely 
greater and more precious and more sig- 
nificant gift than books or pictures or mon- 
ey, or any material thing whatsoever. 
Such a devotement of oneself to another, 
instead of one’s merely material resources, 
belongs to the larger giving. Its spiritual 
significance is greater; it comes nearer to 
the heart of the Master. 

Yet how little of this larger giving there 
really is, in connection with Christmas, the 
season of brotherly love! How seldom we 
hear of a man, woman, or child giving any- 
thing of themselves to another, and count- 
ing ita Christmas present. The material 
things, the things whose value is measured 
by their cost in money, pass to and fro be- 
tween us in bewildering abundance; but 
how many of us even think of making a 
single gift of the immaterial sort — the sort 
that Ohrist Himself would make, if He were 
among us on earth today? How many of 
us, last Christmas, or the Christmas before 
that, or any Christmas in our lives, so far 
as we can remember, performed an act of 
personal sacrifice for another, in the love 
of Christ, and so tasted in some measure 
the sweetness of the larger giving? What 
woman among us went to a poor, over- 
worked, harassed mother, with a flock of 
little ones, overtaxing her strength day 
and night, and said, ‘‘ Now, sister, I want 
you to take a day of rest, while I look after 
the babies. Go where you please; rest as 
you please. Only for twelve hours throw 
the burden of care on my shoulders, and 
let me be a mother to your little ones?” 
What man among us, ever, on Christmas 
Day, remembered a friendless, poverty- 
pinched lad, with no resources of healthful 
enjoyment, and made the day memorable 
to him by taking him on some long, de- 
lightful, country excursion, full of the 
pleasures of field and forest and sparkling 
roadway? What boy or girl ever gave an 
hour of their lives, between Christmas sun- 
rise and Christmas sunset, to some other 
less fortunate child who longed for their 
resourceful companionship ? 

Some have done these things — yes, some 
have done them, but how few! For the 
most part, our Christmas giving is limited 
to purely material exchanges of good-will. 
We seldom think of giving anything out of 
our own souls and hearts and lives. We 
are as ignorant of the larger giving as if 
our Lord, whose natal day we celebrate, 
had never said, ‘‘ Greater love hath no man 
than this, that a man lay down his life for 
his friends.’’ That does not mean, in these 
days at any rate, that a man should seek 
opportunities to sacrifice his physical life 
for his friends, but rather that he should 
devote the fallness of that life to the service 
of his friends. 

Would that the spirit of the Master 
might find more full expression in our 
Christmas giving! He who gave Himself 
for us, whose whole life and teaching were 
a setting forth and exemplification of the 
blessedness of personal devotement — shall 
He look in vain for fidelity to the larger 
giving in the lives of His disciples, today? 
Let it not be so! As the blessed Obristmas 
season returns, may we who bear His 
name, and are sincerely striving to follow 
in His footsteps, open our hearts to that 
great, tender, sweet, humanitarian im- 
pulse that breathes in the gospels and 
pulses in the lives of the world’s best bene- 
factors. Not that the smaller giving, the 
kindly exchange of material tokens of love, 
should be neglected, but beyond that, in 
addition to that, let us strive to give 
more of ourselves to those who are hunger- 
ing and thirsting for human sympathy and 
help. 





THE LAW OF THE BOOK. 


JE have been looking over the Meth- 
odist Discipline of late, to see what 
the law of the church declares to be 
the duty of its ministers and pastors. And 
he who has not carefully perused it, partic- 
ularly pages 85-89, has but little compre- 
hension of what this supreme law-book of 
our church demands. - 

There are certain rules and regulations 
which are subject to revision at every 
quadrennium. But the rules respecting 
the personal and spiritual conduct of 
preachers remain unchanged and un- 
changeable. We are led to wonder if as 
ministers we carefully read these portions 
of this remarkable book? And, if so, do 
we, with humble trust in God, seek to gov- 
ern our ministerial lives by them? We call 





special attention to the pages before named, 
and ask our brethren to carefully and 
prayerfully re-read them, as we have done, 
and compare what the church here de- 
mands and has a right to expect from all 
her ministers, with what she really finds in, 
we may say, a majority of them. Let it be 
understood that we do not for a moment 
seek to arraign the pastors of our churches, 
or charge them with intentional unfaith- 
fulness in the performance of their duties, 
but simply call their candid attention to 
these requirements of the Discipline of the 
church. 

Let us consider, very briefly, a few of 
these items. We are told that it was God’s 
design, in raising up the Methodist Church, 
“to spread Scriptural holiness.’’ The 
Wesleys saw, “ by reading the Bible, that 
they could not be saved without holiness, 
followed after it, and incited others to do 
so.” In their earnest pursuit of this ob- 
ject “‘ they saw likewise that men are justi- 
fied before they are sanctified.” This 
seems to have been a new revelation to 
them. “Still, holiness was their object. 
God then thrust them out to raise up a holy 
people.”’ Holiness was to be the distin- 
guishing characteristic of this new church. 
And now, the question for us, as Methodist 
preachers, to consider is: How far have 
we contributed, or are we contributing, to 
make this a success? Holiness here is not 
to be understood as holiness in general, but 
after the Wesleyan idea. 

To accomplish this worthy object, certain 
rules were prescribed for the guidance and 
assistance of Methodist ministers in secur- 
ing this important end. Let us notice a few 
of these directions: “ Do not mend our 
rules, but keep them, not for wrath, but for 
conscience’ sake.’’ This is essential, if we 
would secure the desired end. Then: 
“Never be triflingly employed. Never 
trifleaway time.’ Has this rule been con: 
scientiously observed? Let each answer 
to his own conscience. “ Be serious. Let 
your motto be ‘holiness unto the Lord.’ 
Avoid all jesting and foolish telking.’’ 
“Be ashamed of nothing but sin.” ‘‘ You 
have nothing to do but to save souls.” 
This does not leave a big margin for 
preparing and delivering lectures on top- 
ics which have not the most remote ref- 
erence to soul-saving. And during the 
time we spend in such work, souls under 
our watch-care may spiritually perish 
through OuF neglect. “It is our duty to 
bring as many sinners as we can to repent- 
ance;’’ and when they have repented, 
then, “ with all our power, build them up 
in holiness, without which they cannot see 
the Lord.” 

The Discipline makes it the duty of min- 
isters to watch over each other and aid 
each other in personal holiness. How often 
do we hear ministers, in a gentle, loving 
manner, inquire, *‘ Do you walk closely with 
God?” or a more modern equivalent ? 
Many ministers, we fear, might take this as 
an impertinence. ‘ Have you now fellow- 
ship with the Father and the Son?” “Do 
you converse seriously, usefully and 
closely?”” How many ministers press 
these questions home upon their people ? 
Some do, without doubt. If these rules 
were faithfully observed by us, and lovingly 
urged upon our people, what a spiritual 
uprising would be witnessed among us! 
And who could. estimate the good fruit 
resulting from such an effort? If it were 
our chief object to build up the people in 
the experience of holiness, would it not be 
done? Is it not true, as the Discipline 
declares, that ‘“‘the reason the people 
under our care are no better, is because we 
are not more knowing and more holy ?”’ 


To remedy this state of things it says:: 


“ Let us strongly and closely insist upon 
inward and outward holiness.” 

How this little book from which we are 
quoting urges upon us the subject of per- 
sonal religion! ‘ Personal religion, both 
towards God and man, is too superficial 
among us. How little faith there is among 
us. How little communion with God. How 
little living in heaven, walking in eternity, 
deadness to every creature. How much 
love of the world, desire for pleasure,” etc. 
We fancy we hear some one say: “ Why, 
this is pessimistic.”” Be it so, it is not our 
fault; it is from the Methodist Discipline. 

Thus we see that our Discipline is found- 
ed upon, steeped in, and inspired by, the 
doctrine of holiness. But how silent have 
we become concerning it! Is it not omi- 
nous, and are there not, therefore, the 
gravest reasons that we return to a prayer- 
ful, searching and unprejudiced study of 
this distinctive and differentiating tenet of 
the denomination ? If perchance the man- 


ungracious, 
spurious type of holiness has led us to be 





indifferent to, and to minify in any degree, 
real holiness, then all the more urgent is it 
that we return with fresh ardor to our 
first love. Avoiding all controversial 
works, shall we not read again Wes- 
ley’s “ Plain Account of Christian Perfec- 
tion,” and then with concordance in hand 
go to the New Testament, the source of 
sound doctrine, and critically study the 
meaning and significance of the words “‘ ho- 
liness,’”’ ‘‘ sanctification,” ‘ perfection,” 
“holy,” “sanctify,” and “ perfect,” to 
ascertain what the Divine Mind has re- 
vealed ? Thus equipped, we believe every 
congregation in the connection would ea- 
gerly listen to preaching upon this subject. 
Brethren in the ministry, let us answer 
again these heart-searching Disciplinary 
questions, in the sacred bond of Christian 
fellowship and service :— 
. Have you faith in Christ ? 
. Are you going on to perfection ? 
Do you expect to be made perfect in love in 
this life ? 
. Are you earnestly striving after it ? 


4 
6. Are you resolved te ‘evote yourself wholly to 
God and His work ? 
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What hallowed memories thrill us as we 
recall the hour in which we so solemnly and 
sincerely took those vows upon us! Shall 
we not sacredly renew them? The gracious 
and unequivocal answer comes as our aspi 
rations for the fullness’of the Divine nature 
are revived: “ Blessed are they which do 
bunger and thirst after righteousness, for 
they shall be filled.” 


* Above the narrow way the Star of UCbrist 
Hangs low, and through doubt’s murky night 
ite ray 
Still beckons as of old. 
I hear a low voice say: 
* On, on, My child! One little step of trust, 
And thou shalt enter on thy pilgrim way, 
And walk in untold! 
On, on, my child!’ 
O LovgE Divine! CALL ME on! 
I FOLLOW! I FOLLOW! 


“ Still farther on? A life of purity? 
To feel no stain on heart or soul or hand ? 
To rest in Love’s close fold, 
All evil gone? 
* On, on, dear child! Another step with Me! 
Cross but the shadowy line to Beulah Land! 
And live in joy untold! 
On, on, dear child!’ 
O Love Divine! CALL ME on! 
I FOLLOW! I FOLLOW! 


“ And farther yet? On rless beigbts to 
+ y pee ig 


On lofty, snow-clad peaks, past which the sun 
And sters and clouds are rolied ? 
Where God with man has met ? 
* On, on, beloved! Rest not in Beulah Land! 
The shining mountain gates invite thee on, 
Where visions end aed unfold! 
On, on, be! r 
O Love Divine! Cau ME ON! 
I FOLLOW! I[ FOLLOW! 


© Still farther on! The gleaming jasper wall — 
The golden streets with God's own glory lit — 
The flameless, nurning throne — 
The endless cawn! 
*On on! O thou whom now I only call 
By thy new name within the white stone 


On, on, to life unknown! 
On, ever on!’ 
O Love Divine! CALL ME on! 
I FOLLOW! | FOLLOW!’ 





No “Sinister Aspect” 


E are not a little surprised that our very 
highly-csteemed contemporary, the 
Watchman, should become so restive under the 
recent discussion of the practice of close com- 
munion agitated and debated during the Bap- 
tist Cong at Chicago, as to give expression 
to the following ungracious statements : — 





“ The uncommon interest of other denominations in 
any revival of the communion discussion among Bap- 
tists gives some color to the impression that this dis- 
cussion is seized as a weapon to divide und weaken 
Baptists. There is no evidence that any considerable 
bumber of Pedobaptists desire to be invited to partake 
of the Lord’s Supper in Baptist charches, or would ac- 
cept the invitation if it were extended. There is a sin- 
ister aspect to the delight that Pedobaptist journals 
take in this discussion that will not bear investiga- 
tion.” 


The above is quite unlike anything that we 
have ever seen from the broad-minded, large- 
hearted and sweet-tempered editor of that «x- 
cellent journal. ZION’s HERALD is one of the 
papers that promptly noted the important dec- 
larations of Dr. Gifford, Dr. Conwell, and otherer, 
in protest against close communion, and gladly 
hailed their utterances as an omen and promise 
of a betterday. But if we know our own mo- 
tives and feelings in the case, nothing that tte 
editor of the Watchman charges has ever been 
cherished by us; and we believe that what we 
claim for ourselves is equally true of others who 
have discussed the event. 

The simple fact is, that the position which 
the Baptist denomination in this country has 
taken in the matter of the sacrament of the 
Lord’s Supper is unbiblical, and therefore un- 
tenable. There cannot be one revelation of the 
Divine mind for the English Baptist, and an- 
other and entirely different one for the Amer- 
ican Baptist. The incongruity in belief and 
practice between English and American Bap- 
tists is utterly inexplicable. So leng as close 
communion is adhered to,so long the feliow- 
ship of that great denomination with other 
equally Christian bodies is violated, and a bar- 
rier is thus erected between Cbristian disciples 
which is divisive, grievous and harmful. It is 
bicause of this that American Christians at 
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large are sensitively alert to any promise of 
change in the matter. We are confident that 
the statement that ‘this discussion {s seized as 
&@ weapon to divide and weaken Baptists,” has 
no foundation in fect. 

We sincerely bope and pray that those who 
are called to leadership in the Baptist denom!- 
nation will so treat this question — which surely 
will not rest until it is settled according to the 
mind that was in the Great Teacher — thats 
division shall be averted. The paragraph quoted 
above, which is calculated only to arouse sus- 
picion and to create and intensify prejadice, is 
a striking example of how not to treat so grave 
a subject. The declaration of the Watchman 
witnesses to the tremendous force which early 
education and traditional views exert even upon 
an open, comprehensive and unprejudiced 
mind. Dec. Horr would be the first to grant all 
that we claim bat for the unconscious influence 
of his education and envirooment. 








What is the Difference? 


N the matter of socuring subscribers for the 
1 church papers there exists great diversity 
of practice and experience among our ministers 
at large. A minority of them always secure 
some subscribers each year, whether in the 
country or in the city, upon a weak or @ strong 
charge, whether the times are good or bad. It 
is found that the difference in the measure of 
success is due to the difference in the purpose 
and quality of the man rather than to the par- 
ticular merit or demerit of the paper or to the 
price of the same, or to seasons of depression 
or prosperity. Here, for instance, are two vil- 
lage churches upon the same presiding elder's 
district in one of our patronising Conferences. 
The membership of these churches is nearly 
equal, and one bas no advantage over the other 
in intellectual and financial capability. One pas- 
tor has not obtained a new subscriber for his 
church paper during his present pastorate; the 
other, serving his church for the same oumber 
of years, bas secured the largest number of new 
sabscribers of any one occupying a rural charge. 

Take another illustration: In a near city one 
minister, with pen and voice, does not fail to 
inform us of the reasons that render it impossi- 
ble for him to secure any subscribers; while not 
a mile away from bim in the same city is an- 
other minister who has sent to this office every 
year a goodly number of subscribers from « 
church whose membership is of precisely the 
same kind and quality as the other. What is 
the difference? It is a difference in the two 
men. The one has no real, downright interest 
in the matter of circulating his church paper, 
and therefore puts no genuine work into it. 
The other, believing it to be bis duty as well as 
his privilege to place # religious paper in the 
homes of his people, goes at it and keeps at it 
with the single determination to succeed; and 
he does succeed. 

This is the simple fact in the case, and when 
it is properly recognized, the responsibility for 
the circulation of our church papers will be 
placed where it belongs. 





Personals. 


— Principal C. O. Bragdon of Lasell Seminary 
sends his check to pay for Zion's HERALD for 
one year for ten subscribers who would not oth- 
erwise be able to secure it. 


— Weare pained to learn that Rev. Charles 
Munger has been, and \s yet, very ill with fever 
of a typhoid type at the home of his daughter, 
Mrs. J.J. Abbott, of Rochester, N. 8. 

— Rev. Frank P. Parkin, of Germantown, Pa., 
addressed the Camden Preachers’ Meeting, 
Monday moroing, Dec. 20,00 “The Holy Com- 
munion: Its Proper Place in Oar Worship.” 

— Weare happy to introduce to our readers, 
in our Christmas issue, Rev. Dr. Levi Gilbert, of 
Trinity Church, New Haven, Conn., who came 
to New England last spring from Cleveland, 
Onio. 

— Mrs. Mendenhall, widow of Dr. J. W. Men- 
denhall, late editor of the Methodist Review, 
has her home at Tacomas, Wash. Her son Fred 
is protessor of Greek in the Paget Sound Uat- 
versity. 

—Mr. John French, treasurer of the Seney 
Hospital, Brooklyn, has recently received a 
check for $10,000 for the establishment of two 
beds in the Hospital, as a memorial to the wite 
and son of the donor, whose name is not given. 

— We are pained to announce that Mrs. 
Greye Chapman Ridgway, the daughter of R v. 
Meliville B. Chapman, of the First Church, New 
Haven, Conn., died in that city, Dec. 15, after a 
brief illness. Her marriage in October was av- 
nounced in this column, and lends a new pang 
to this sad bereavement. 

—Dr. John Braden has given thirty years of 
his life to the education of colored youth in 
Nashville. His faculty and students, recogniz- 
fog hie self-sacrificing and noble service for 
Afro-Americans, recently met to honor this 
anniversary of his work. Songs, speeches, an 
elegant roll-top desk, and social greetings were 
the features of the occasion. 

— The announcement inthe daily press that 
Rev. Emory J. Haynes, D. D., is invited to suc- 
ceed Dr. Gansaulus as pastor of Plymouth Con- 

Charch, 





Peoria, Ill, is @ mistake. It is Rev. A. J. 
Hayner, D. D., as stated in last week’s issue of 
the HERALD. 





— Rev. 5. Hamilton Day, D. D., is happily 
closing his third year at Grace Methodist Epis- 
copal Church, 8t. Augustine, Fila. He was re- 
cently presented with « most complimentary 
series of resolutions, signed by the entire of- 
ficiary of the charch, and closing with a request 
that he continue as their pastor for the fall term 
of five years. The Oonference — St. John's 
River — meets next month. 


— Rev. A. ©. Datton, of Vineland, N. J., died 
of cancer of the stomach, on Thursday, Dec. 16. 
He began his ministry in the New Hampshire 
Conference, and bas been a member of the South 
Carolina Conference since 1875 He served as 
presiding elder on the Greervilie, Columbie, 
Charleston, and Orangebare Districts. He be- 
came a supernumeraryin 1894, since which time 
he has lived in Vineland. He was 74 years and 
5 months old. 


—Generai William Booth, the head of tie 
Balvation Army, is to visit this country next 
month. It is stated that he bas requested an 
interview with Commander Ballington Booth, 
of the Volunteers. The latter bas announced 
that he will gladly meet his father, bat that he 
will not dis-uss with him the subject of the 
union of the two movements. He desires to 
deny the report that he has not been willing 
to meet his father. He has always been willing 
to meet him as bis father, but not offisially. 


— Bishop Taylor arrived at New York on the 
“ Lucania,” Saturday afternoon, from his evan- 
gelistic tour in the Transvaal, Cape Colony, 
Natal, and Rhodesia, Africa. At 77 years of age, 
and after travels and labors as incessant as those 
of St. Paul, be has come home to rest with his 
wife, children and grandchildren. His children 
in the gospel may be found inall lands. Multi 
tudes will tenderly pray that he may bave « 
long and golden sunset before the call to an 
abundant entrance lato the larger life shall 
summon him. 


— Rev. Jonathan D. Bridge, formerly an act- 
ive and honored member of the New Eogiend 
Conference, was the oldest of twelve children, 
all of whom were reared as Methodists by their 
godly parents. Several became well-known 
within the bounds of this Conference. Tne 
youngest son has outlived the entire family, and 
has recently passed to his heavenly reward from 
his home in Meriden, Conn., having been for 
very many years e greatly beloved deacon in the 
Congregational Church. The widow and sev- 
eral children survive: him, ali faithful Chris- 
tians, and one of them,a daughter,s mirsion- 
ary im China. Deacon Bridge was buried in 
Warwick, Mass. 








Brieflets. 


> 

We are happy to welcome a new volume from 
the pen of Dr. Daniel Steaisyeatitied ‘‘ The Gos- 
pel of the Comforter,” wh'sh is pub'ished by 
the Obristian Witness Co. The book will re- 
ceive further attention-tmour Book Tabie. 





It is hoped that not a few of our reajers may 
be able to enjuy the “Sammer Excursion to 
Burops, 1898,” which Dr. J. H. Mansficid has 
announced in our culumus. The itinerary is 
exceedingly well planned, and Ur. Mansfield is 
particularly well qualified for the successful and 
satisfactory management of such an excursion. 
The terms named are reasonable. 


In forwarding « contribution for the Deaconess 
telephone, Mrs. M. A. Plumer, of Thom- 
aston, Me., sends the following rhymed mes 
sage, which we cannot resist sharing with our 
readers: — 
“ Dear Aunt Serena, I will sed my mite 
To help in a cause that is just and right; 
To some poor sufferer in this world, alone, 
May it bring relief ugh the teleph ” 





One of our most devout and successful young 
ministers writes: “My heart, mind, soul and 
strength unite to thank you for the editorial in 
this week’s HeRALD on ‘The Drift and the 
Cure.’ It is true that we have become afraid ef 
extravagance and unwise teaching, and have left 
the undvubted traths of the life hid with Christ 
in God. 1 bave bead much— very much — 
montal agitation over these questions, and only 
find rest in Christ Himselt.”’ 


We hasten to transfer to our columns (on the 
llth page) trom the Contemporary Review tor 
December the larger part of a reply by Dr. W.T. 
Davison to a drastic criticiem upon modern 
Methodism which also appeared in the same 
0 azazine, and which was promptly noted in « 
recent issue of our paper. Our regular Engi!sh 
correspondent, “ Novas,” refers to the same in 
another column. 


A representative layman from New Hampsbire 
writes: — 

“ You will ind more members in the grand old Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church who are wishing for the ‘ good 
old days’ when people talked with God because they 





itory Law in Maine. It is very important, in 
the interest of trath and temperance reform, 
that the public be made acquainted with the 
facts in the case just as they are. To this end, 
several weeks ugo, we requested Rev. W. F. 
Berry, of Portland, to place the whole matter 
before our readers. Perhaps no man in the 
State of Maine is better qualified, in ability and 
experience, to perform so criticala task. He 
bas completed his investigations, and sums up 
his statements and conclusions in four papers, 
which we shall publish at an early date. 


Captain R. Kelso Uarter has been for more 
than a score of years connected with the Penn- 
sylvania Military College at Chester, Pa. Here 
he was professor of chemistry, and afterwards 
held the highest chair — that of civil engin-er- 
ing and higher mathematics. He was commis- 
sioned as captain in Pennsylvania State line 
and appointed “adjutant” of the college by 
Governor Geary. He united withthe Method- 
ist Episcopal Church, and was soon licensed to 
preach, being ordained deacon by Bishop Foss, 
and elder by Bishop Bowman in 89. He is 
the author of several populer hymns and 
tanes, and of some books which have been 
widety circulated, such as ‘‘ The Secret of Soul- 
Saving ” and “ Divine Hesling.” The last book, 
built on the atonement theory, he now refutes 
in “Paith Heating Reviewed.” This book is 
reviewed by Dr. Daniel Steele,in our present 
issue, on the third page. It marks the era of a 
return to sound principles of Scriptural exeg: sis 
on the part of many good people who have tried 
to helieve in Ohrist for more than He has prom- 
ised in this life. Nothing so important nes oc- 
curred in the matter of “ faith healing ” in ovr 
Gay as Capt. Carter's remarkable change of 
views. 





BNGLISH LETTER. 
“Novus.” 
T was a fleeting visit thet Sister Lily paid to 
America. A bare month was ali she spent 
on your side, yet she contrived to crowd a lot 
into it. A Sunday or so ago she gave us an ac- 
count, at St. James’ Hall, of her visit, or at least 
of part of it, chiefly of that portion spent in 
New York. As a worker among the poor of 
West London Sister Lily was naturally inter- 
ested in the condition of the New York poor, 
and it was but the inevitable thing that she 
sbould make some sort of comparison between 
thetwo. To speak truly it was less of a compar- 
json than # contrast. For it seemed that she 
was vastly disappointed in the “ borrors ” she 
was escorted to inspect, the escorting, by the 
way, being done chiefly by incorrigible report- 
ers who dogged her every step and even daghed 
up in a carriage-and-pair to the house where she 
was staying, if by any means they might capt- 
ure their prey. We think a good deal of the 
press in England, but it doesn’t quite gah to 
that with us — at least not yet. This method of 
travel surprised Sister Lily as much because of ité 
seeming inappropriateness as by its magnifi 
cence. Accustomed to the narrow and ill- 
lighted London slums, her wildest riot of imag- 
ination did not saggest that the carriage-and- 
psir could be madq@use of “all the way,” as our 
bus-conductors ssy. She imagined that when it 
arrived at some convenient point of approach 
the carriage would be dismissed and the party 
proceed on foot to investigate the resorts of 
squalor, just as‘ my lady ” was used, in the days 
when the “ bitter cry of outcast London ” stirred 
the city’s heart, to coach it as far as Aldgate and 
thence walk on her way to distribute what was 
too frequently her very harmful bounty. None of 
this man@uvring was necessary in New York. 
Sister Lily found the slums hardly worthy the 
Dame, for not a street but was well- paved, well- 
lighted, and fairly clean. The people seemed 
orderly, the windows clean, and the signs of 
vice and hunger that assault the eye in London 
appeared to be absent. She was greatly im- 
pressed with the small number of women of 
light character to be seen in New York streets 
at night. Where, said she, one might see fifty 
in Piccadilly, one would not see more than one 
ortwo in Broadway. Still, a visit to Broadway 
Gardens showed that what is not visible ata 
glance is not necessarily altogether abeent, and 
acall paid to the opium joints in China Town 
bade her not be too confident that London js in 
sadder case than New York. A trained observer, 
Sister Lily’s impressions are valuable, but none 
so ready as she to recognize that they are but 
impressions, hastily received,and quite natu- 
rally colored by the very favorable conditions 
under which she chanced to make her short ex 
cursion into the Empire City’s by ways. 

Qaite lately it fell to me to conduct some Chi- 
cago ladies tbrough the warrens of Whitechapel, 
London, These are pretty bad, and we could 
not, if we would, bave driven in a carriage and- 
pair where we went. But the attitude of my 
friends from Chicago was just that of Sister 
Lily towards the New York siums. “ Is this the 
mighty ocean, is this ail ?” was typical of their 
thought about it. “Have you nothing worse 
than this to show us?” they asked, adding: 
“T’bese houses are palaces compared with what 
we could show you in Chicago.” “ Then what ea 
dreadful place it must be that you come from,” 
I sald, a remark which they did not greatly 
relish, although they had clearly courted it. 
Now I know enough about America to know 
that Chicago is not New York, and that neither 
of them is Borton, and I only mention this inci- 
dent to {illustrate that, American or English, we 
are apt,in making comparisons, to preserve a 
bias in favor of our own, even if it takes the 
form of holding out for the more superlative 





losthsomeness of our country’s slums. Short 
of such painstaking social and economic in- 
quiries euch as Mr. Uharies Booth has under- 
taken in London, I know of no reliable method 
of instituting comparisons as to social condi- 
tions. The outward and visible signs, it is quite 
possible, may be extremely misleading. 
. . 

Wesley's house, hard by Wesley's Chape!, City 
Road, has ever been the resort of the devout 
Methodist. Good American pilgrims, I under- 
stand, are especially wont to make a point of 
visiting the shrine after the feshion of other 
pligrims with their “ see Mecca and die.” The 
house is now empty, and «scheme is afoot for 
putting it in thorough repair and making it into 
a connexional museum. There are in it several 
pieces of furniture used by Wesley himeelf, and 
it contains also a remarkable bureau with « 
secret drawer and interior panels on which are 
portraits of men of a hundred yearsago. Wes- 
ley’s chair and a teapot — the silver spoons, his 
one legacy, ere not there, I think — are also 
among the contents of the house. To render 
the museum more complete and attractive, pos- 
sessors of other “‘ Wesley” relics and curious 
prints and pictures are asked to contribute 
them. The scheme moreover includes other 
items, such as the removal of the debt on the 
Wesley Chapel superintendent minister’s house, 
and altogether nec: ssitates an outlay of £7 6u0, 
About « year ago Rev. W. J. Brown, then super- 
intendent of the circuit, visited America with 
the object of raising tunds for the payment of 
the debt on the centenary scheme. A public ap- 
peal is now being made, the present scheme in- 
cluding the payment of the d bt just referred 
to. Conditional upon £2,500 being raised, an 
endowment of £5,000 is uffered bya donor, 
whose vame, as I write, is not forthcoming. 
Another condition of the endowment is that 
the interest only shal! be used, the principai re- 
maining intact. The scheme is being carried 
forward with great vigor by Rev. T. E. Wester- 
dale,on tho authorization of the trustees. He 
bas ere now proved bimvelf an adept at raising 
funds for London Methodism, and it is not 
likely he will fail when, as in this instance, he 
has to plead for a cause which should stir the 
hearts and open the pockets of ail Wesleyan 
Methodists. 


The proposal of Mr. R. W. Perks, M. P., that 
British Methodism should celebrate the closing 
of the century by contributing a million pounds 
for the furthergnce of the work of the church, 
bids fair to capture the imagination of the 
Methodist people. Thirty thousand stewards 
are now asked to render service in the circuits 
in connection with the collecting of the money. 
This, however, is only by way of preliminary. 
Nothing can be done in the way of actual col- 
lecting until the proposal has received the im- 
primatar of next Conference at Hall, as in all 
likelihood it will. The last great financial effort 
‘of the church as a whole was made in 1878, and 
the result is remembered as the Thanksgiving 
Fond. Nearly £300,000 was then raised. The 
Jabilee Fund of 1863 brought in £180,000, and to 
toe Centenary Fund of 1839 nearly a quarter of 
a million was contributed. But the church was 
probably never so wealthy as at this moment, as 
it certainly was never so numerically strong, 
and the million should not be beyond its reach. 


. a 


As I foreshadowed in your columns, the at- 
tack made by the rector of Beechamwell on mod- 
ern Methodism in the Contemporary Review has 
been answered. The protagonist of Methodism 
who has taken up the gauntiet is Professor W. T. 
Davison, sufficiently known to your readers not 
to require me to act as his showman. His reply 
appears in the December issue of the Vontem- 
porary. [The larger part of Dr. Davison’s arti- 
cle wili be found on the lith page of this issue. 
— Ed. Z1on's BERALD.) 


You have your New York mayoralty election. 
We have our triennial school board elections. 
They have just taken place, and they have filled 
so large a space in the public eye that it would 
not be right to omit all mention of them, albeit 
my allusion must be brief. The chief interest 
of them bas centred ion London, which, three 
years ago, returned a m»j rity tnat tavored the 
teaching in the board schools of something 
approaching dogmatic religion. It was also 
disposed towards a policy of nigga:diiness in 
expenditure. A vigorous miuority prevented 
any great harm being done by the enemies of 
free pubiic education, and now the electious 
just passed bave resulted in a turning of the 
tables. Mr. Diggie, chiefly identified with the 
policy called * moderate,” bas been ousted from 
bis position on the board, and his followers 
bave been smitten bip anda thigh. Tae “ pro- 
gressives” now in power have a generous 
prog . = y with «fficiency” being 
one of their ortes, and they are, moreover, 
oppose: d to dogmatic teaching while in tavor of 
teaching that is distinctiy ethical. They ap- 
prove, that is to say, the only kind of religious 
teacning sanctioned by the compromise of 1871. 
Nobody has worked more vigorously for the 
retarn of a “ progressive” mejority than Rev. 
Dr. Clifford, the most public spirited as well es 
the most scholarly of British Baptists. He 
r-turned from « tour around the world jast in 
time to take part in the campaign. Those who 
know him best think this was less by accident 
than by design. Rev. Scott Lidgett, warden of 
the Methodist Settlement at Bermondecy, has 
been returned a member of the new board. 

London, England. , 
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~The Sunday 2 School. 


FIRST QUARTER. LESSON I. 
Sunday, January 2, 1898. 
Matt. 3: 7-17. 

Read Isa. 40: 1-5; Matt. 1 and 2 


Rev. W. 0. Holway, D. D., U. 8. N. 


JESUS AND JOHN. 


I. Preliminary. 

1. Golden Text: This is my beloved Son, in whom lam 
well pleased, — Matt. 3: 17. 

2. Date: A. D. %, 2. 

3. Places: The “ wilderness” of Judwa; and Beth- 
abara, one of the fords of the Jordan, 


4. Preview : The lessons omit the birth of our Lord, 
and His visit to Jerusalem at the age of twelve, and 
take up the narrative just before Hi« baptism. Joseph, 
His reputed father, was dead. Jesus was thirty years 
old. Tiberius had been emperor for nearly fourteen 
years. Archelaus had been banished. Jud@a was ruled 
by Roman procurators, Pontius Pilate holding the office 
at this time. 


6. Home Readings: Monday — Matt 3:1-9. Tues- 
day — Matt. 3: 10-i7 Wednesday — laa. 40: 1-8. Thursday 
— Luke 9: 28-98. Friday John 1:15 2% Saturday — John 
1: 29-37. Sunday - John 3: 23-36. 


Il. Introductory. 


The lessons for the new year begin with 
the preaching of John the Baptist. All 
Jud#a poured forth to hear him, and the 
uncompromising earnestness of his utter- 
ances, combined with the austerity of his 
dress and life, produced such an impression 
that multitudes confeesed their sins, and 
were baptized by him “* unto repentance.” 
Never was preacher more fearless. For the 
self-righteous Pharisee, and cultured but 
infidel Sadducee, he had no soft words. Ad- 
dressing them as a brood of ‘“ vipers ”’ he 
bade them prove the genuineness of their 
repentance by appropriate “ fruite;” as 
sured them that their trust in their descent 
from Abraham was worthless, God being 
able to “ raise up children unto Abraham ” 
from the very stones on the beach; warned 
them that the “‘axe”’ of the divine judg- 
ment was even now lying ready to hew 
down and turn to fuel the unfruitful trees; 
informed them that while he baptized with 
water, a mightier One was coming, too 
grand and noble for him to be His sandal- 
bearer even, whose baptism would be 
“ with the Holy Ghost and with fire;”” who 
would winnow His grain and garner the 
good, but “burn up the chaff with un- 
quenchable fire.’ And even when he 
spoke, this “ mightier One,’’ unknown to 
all, in the humble guise of a Galilean peas- 
ant, was pressing forward in the crowd to 
present Himself for baptism. No sins had 
He to confess; no symbols even of repent- 
ance and purification did He need. Jobn 
felt as he gazed upon Him that here was 
One eo stainless and holy as to require no 
lustration at his hand. Rather, he felt like 
reversing their positions and seeking hum- 
bly from this Stranger the baptism which 
He came to seek from him. But a few 
quiet words served to put in abeyance 
John’s scruples. The baptismal rite, “ fal- 
filling all righteousness,” was performed in 
Jordan’s rippling waters; and as Jesus re- 
turned to the shore, the attestation for 
which John had waited came to him in a 
shape not to be mistaken. Above him in 
the heavens a rift appeared, and through 
the parting azure a palpable dovelike form 
— sign of the Spirit’s presence — descend- 
ed upon Jesus, while, at the same moment, 
a voice proclaimed, in human but unearth- 
ly accents, to ears that were open to listen: 
“This is My beloved Son, in whom I am 
well pleased.”’ 


Ill. Expositorv. 


7. Whea he— John the Bapti.t. He was 
the son of Zacharias and Elisabeth, and related 
to Jesus — bis mother and Mary being cousins. 
For the remarkable circumstances connected 
with his birth, see Luke 1. His early life was 
passed in the solitude of the Judean wilderness, 
and his surname of “the Baptist ’’ was derived 
from the distinctive rite of his ministry. He 
was a Nazarite from his birth (Num. 6). At 
about the age of thirty he emerged from the 
wilderness, preached with great success the 
doctrine of repentance as the prepsration for 
the coming of the Messiah, proclaimea Jesus as 
the Lamb of God and baptized Him, and, after 
a ministry of about a year’s duration, was im- 
prisoned by Herod Antipas and put to death. 
Saw the Pharisees — literally, ‘‘ separatists.” 
They held rigidly to the law and its require- 
ments, both oral and written; affected great 
sanctity; but were really a class of proud, self- 
righteous, orthodox, bigoted formalists. Sad- 
ducees — name probably derived from their 
founder Zadok; not numerous or popular, but 
cultured and rich; rejected tradition, and de- 
nied tmmortality and spiritual existence; in a 
word, materialists and infidels; had many rep- 
resentatives among the priestiy class. Come to 
his baptism. — They followed the crowd. Ac- 
cording to Luke 7: 30, not many Paoarisees were 


beptized. John probably thought they were 
not fit subjects. Generation of vipers (R. V., 
“ offspring of vipers”). — In this address Joho 
either characterized their doctrine ae poison- 
ous and deadly to the religious life of the na- 
tion, or, to follow the eaplanation of Alexan- 
der, Scbhaff and others, “ John here alludes to 
the first promise of a Saviour (Gen. 3: 15), in 
which ‘the seed of the woman,’ that fs, Ohrist 
and His followers, are contrasted with the seed 
of the serpent, the devil and his followers. The 
war of the ages is now approaching its crisis.’’ 
Who hath warned (R.V. omits “ hath ”) you ? 
—John seems to express surprise that they 
should come. The wrath to come — the di- 
vine displeasure at, and punishment of sin. 
Malachi alludes to it (3: 2; 4: 5) in connection 
with the Messiah’s forerunner. 

Mutually and entirely antagonistic as were their re- 
ligious principles and spirit, the stern prophet charges 
both alike with being the poisoners of the nation’s re- 
ligious principles. Love, and only love, dare call sia 
and sinners by hard names. The bold and ragged and 
righteous John spoke God’s truth —a sweet balm to 
the peniient, a sharp blade to the perverse (D. Brown). 


8,9. Bring forth fruits. — He bids them, if 
really in earnest, to show it by making the tree 
good, that the frait also may be good; to at 
once adopt such principles and course of con- 
duct as shall evince the sincerity of their re- 
pentance. Think not to say, etc. -- Don’t bug 
the conceit in your hearts,etc. Abraham to 
our father — foc a father. No error was more 
deeply rooted in the Jewish mind than this, 
that their salvation was secured by their de- 
scent from Abraham, which made them heir- of 
the promise. Of these stones — “the pebbles, 
or shingle,on the beach of the Jordan. Out 
of the unlearned and desp sed fishermen of Ual- 
ilee He raised up His aposties (John 7: 48). Out 
of the outcast and nated Gentiles He built up 
the new church, the ‘new Jerusalem.’ The head 
of the corner was itself ‘a stone which the 
builders despised ’ ’’ (Abbott). 


10 And now — from this time onward. The 
axe is laid —a startliog figure of the immi- 
nence of divine judgment. Fruitiessness can 
not be tolerated. ‘‘God is now taking aim 
where to hit, and how to fell you, as a man lay- 
eth his axe at that very place that he intends to 
smite at. Not having found frait, He hath 
laid down the basket, and taken up the axe” 
(Trapp). Therefore — because the axe is ready. 
Every tree . . . cast into the fire. — See Mal. 
4:1. Terrible destraction is here taught. Men 
are either for fruit or for fuel, as they individu- 
ally elect. 

The axe against Israel was the Roman host, and many 
such axes bas God wielded, age afterage. Every jadg- 
ment is an axe. Pestilence is God’s axe; famine is God's 
axe; adversity is God’s axe. There is a great difference 
between the axe and the pruning-knife; yet some of 
God’s jadgments are both in one, an axe to the ungodly 
a@ pruning-koife to the saint. It is God's axe, not man’s; 
its edge is sharp; it is heavy; it will do its work well 
(Hl. Bonar). 

11. I indeed.—John draws the contrast 
clearly between himeelf and his baptism with 
water,and the Coming One with His baptism 
of fire and the Holy Spirit. With water — in 
waer, either by immersion, or pouring, or 
sprinkling. Whose shoes -- sandals fastened 
with straps or thougs. No office could indicate 
profounder abasement than that of carrying the 
sandals for a master. It was reserved for the 
lowest slaves, and yet John professed him- 
self unworthy to do even this for Him whom he 
was heralding. The Jews say: “ All services 
which a servant does for his master a disciple 
does for his master except unloosing his shoes.” 
Holy Ghost and with fire — fulfilied at Pente- 
cost. 


12, Whose fan —the winnowing scoop by 
which the grain was thrown up into the air, so 
that the wind could blow away the chaff. In 
like manner, by His word, Christ sifts and sep- 
arates the good from the bad, the true from the 
telse. Floor —the threshing-floor, usually oe 
circular space in the field, beaten hard, where 
the grain is trodden out by cattle. Wheat — 
true believers, the real fruit of the Gospel. 
Garner — granaries, usually subterranean, and 
safe from thieves; representing here the church 
on earth and the church above. Unquenchable 
fire. —The Jews used to set fire to the chaff, lest 
it should blow back on the grain. The fire thus 
kindled was a quick and uncontrollable biaze 
which was not quenched so long as the materia! 
lasted — an awful emblem of the consuming 
wrath of a righteous God. 


13. Then cometh Jesus — the first appear- 
ance in His public ministry. To be baptized.— 
Not that the sinless One needed this rite, but 
simply that, being “ made sin for us,” He might 
subject Himself to all flesbly ordinances. His 
submission to this baptism may also bs regarded 
as a solemn induction into His public life and 
ministry. From this moment the mission of 
John practically ends. 


14. Forbade — tried to dissuade him. He 
did not fully recognize the Messiah (“I knew 
Him not ” — John 1: 33), but he felt the atmos- 
phere of stainless purity in this Galilean candi- 
date for baptism, and doubtless intuitively sus- 
pected that the Being who stood before him was 
the Christ. The confirming sign came after- 
ward. I have need —the depth of humility. 
Comest thou to me? — “ the gold to dross ? the 
sun to the candle? the Son to the slave ? the 
spotiess Lamb to the sinner ?”’ ( Bragensis.) 


16. Suffer... now.— Under existing rela- 
tions, which are of course temporary, comply 
with My desire, It becometh us — both of us. 
There is no necessity, but it is fitting and ay p-o- 





priate. Fulfil all righteousness — you, in per- 


forming your ministry even against your sense 
of proprieties; Me, who came not to destroy the 
Law but to fulfil it, in submitting to its right- 
eous requirements. Suffered him. — “ Nothing 
is known as to the formula, if any, used by 
John. He certainly did not beptizein the name 
of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost. 
Evidently baptism into ‘Christ’s death ’ could 
not precede His death ” ( Abbott). 

The true i to be,b Jesus was 
consciously certain that He must, agreeably to God's 
will, subject Himself to the baptism of His forerunner, 
in order to receive the Messianic consecration; that is, 
the divine declaration that He was the Messiah, and 
thereby to belong from that moment solely and entirely 
to this great vocation (Meyer). 





16 Heavens were opened — while He prayed 
(Lake 3:21). There was some miraculous cleav- 
ing apart in the heavenly expanse, so as to per- 
mit the dove to appsar. The Spirit descended 
like a dove —* in bodily shape like a dove ”’ 
( Luke 3: 22). “It abode upor him ” (John 1: 32) 
“ From this moment His ministry and mediato- 
rial work (in the active <fficial sense) begins. 
immediately the Spirit carries Him away into 
the wilderness. The day of His return thence 
John points Him out as the Lamb of God. Then 
follows the calling of Andrew, Peter, Philip and 
Natbaneel,ard the third day after is the first 
miracle in Cana of Galilee. But we must not 
imagine any change in the nature or person of 
our Lord to have taken place at His baptism. 
The anointing and crowning are but signs of 
the official assumption of the power which the 
King has by a right independent of, and higher 
than, these’ (Alford). Abbott thinks that the 
supernatural features in this baptism were per- 
ceived only by Jesus and by John. He says: 
“The vision in Stephen's cae appears to have 
been confined to him; and at the time of Saul’s 
conversion, while a sound was heard by the 
mon accompanying him, they saw no man and 
anderstood no? the meaning of the words ad- 
dressed to Saul. Moreover, it was not the Divine 
way to manifest the character of Jesus by such 
manifestations to the maltiude. These were 
afforded only to those who already bolieved on 
Him because of the supreme excellence of His 
character and teachings, as in the Transfigura- 
tion, which was seen only by Peter, James and 
John, and inthe Ascension, which was witnessed 
only by the disciples.” 

The dove was historically connected in the Jewish 
mind with the abatement of the waters after the flood; 
and has become, as well as the olive branch, a symbol 
of peace among all Cbristian people; aad it is referred 
to by Christ as a symbol of harmlessness and gentie- 
ness. It was thas a fitting emblematic form for the Holy 
Spirit to take on in giving a divine endorsement to Him 
who is a sacrifice for all, whose coming brings life to 
the world and the assurauce of the peace of God to the 
soul which accepts Him,and who was holy, harmiess, 
undefiled, separate from sinners (Abbott). 


17. A volee —a trae, literal yoice, Jehovah 
speaking in human accents, The Holy Trinity 
was conspicuously, palpably present at the Sa- 
viour'’s baptism. My beloved Son — Not Jo- 
seph’s son, but Mine; MySon, in that unique 
sense by which in His very nature He is “ sep- 
arated from all creatures by an impassable 
chasm;”’ My beloved Son in whom I feel in- 
effable complacency. Believers are called the 
‘sons of God; ” bat Jesus is “the only begot - 
ten,”’ the “ beloved Son ” (Matt. 17: 5). 

The voice thus pointed Him out as the Son referred 
to explicitly in Psalm 2: 7, 12, etc.,and implicitly in all 
the preceding and succeeding oracles that spoke of 
the Messiah. It indicated that it was in Him that the 
Father was, all along the dispensations, well pleased; 
it was in Him that, even before the dispensations, be- 
fore the world was, the Father had ineffable compla- 
cency in relation to men that were to be (Morison). 


IV. Illustrative. 


t, John, than which man a sadder or a greater 
Not till this day has been of woman born; 
John, like some tron peak by the Creator 
Fired with the red glow of the rising morn.” 
(Myers). 

2. Nor will being baptized do you any good. 
Yet you hear people say,“ Why, I have been 
baptized, and I was born again when I was 
beptized.” They believe that because they are 
baptized into the church, they are baptized into 
the kingdom of God. I tell you that it is utter- 
ly impossible. You may be baptized into the 
visible church, and yet not be baptized into the 
Son of God. Baptism is all right in its place. 
God forbid that I should say anything against 
it. But if you pat that in the place of regener- 
ation — in the place of new birth — it is a terri- 
ble mistake. You cannot be baptized into the 
kingdom of God. [tf I thought | could baptize 
men into the kingdom of God, it would be a 
great deal better for me to do that than to 
preach. I should get a bucket of water, and 
up and down the streets, and save men that 
If they would not let me do it while they were 
awake, I would do it while they were asleep 
(Moody). 





There is an Inn. 
There is an inn to which the Lord would come, 
The baby Christ, sweet, holy innocence, 
Would there a new and love’ poe enact 
From aes types woul an earthly 
me. 

Alas! the inmates say, “ There is no room, 
We cannot with our wonted guests dispense, - 
The weary company must journey hence.” 

heart, in  aeaae of = 


Ab! full des careless heart 
W bat wouldst thou not for pay 
That = Seedk are 4 though! th thou Herth oH 


All pasest joy, afl. biessedinens long eeuphh, 
All aanes the young Child to thee had Bon me! 
With keenest vision watch; thou still mayst 


win 
The heavenly Guest, O keeper of the inn! 





— Mary Frances Burts, in S. 8S. Times. 
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0 JOYFUL NIGHT! 
Rev. William Full. 

[This hymn was written by Mr. Full to accompany 
the music composed by bim for the Ohristmas celebra- 
tion tn his church.) 

© joyful night when Christ was born, 
And shepherds wondering gazed, 

As angels hovering o’er the scene 
Their heavenly voices raised. 


The Christ that had been long foretold 
In God’s own time had come; 

The serephs tuned their harps of gold, 
For earth’s long night was gone. 


The princes from afar had come 
Their offering to lay 

At feet of Him who from His throne 
To manger came that day. 


Well may glad millions join in praise 
Ot Him who stooped so low, 

Who deigned to walk in haman ways, 
That man might God’s love know. 


What tribute worthy of such love 
Can we, so poor, bestow ? 

Millions of gold would worthless prove, 
And jewels cease to glow. 


Our love alone can satisfy 
The Christ who love did bring. 
Let us that love give gratefully, 
And joyful apthems sing! 
South Boston, Mass. 





THE SPIRIT OF MODERN METHODISM. 


Prof. W. T. Davison, D. D. 


8 it true that, in any fair sense of the words, 
the great religious movement io which the 

* Methodist saints and martyrs ” played such a 
noble part bas “ failed,” that in the nineteenth 
century these “‘ have no successors,” that the 
only object of Wesley’s efforts was to purify the 
Obarch of Bagland, and that this object is 
accomplished now that the Archbishops of 
Canteroury and York have proved to their own 
satisfaction — though not to that of the Pope — 
that that church can boast an apostolic succes- 
sion of daly ordained “sacrificing priests ?” 
Tnere are many flaws and imperfections in 
modern Methodiste,as none know better than 
themselves. But is the “separate organization ” 
disappsaring ? Do the facts indicate that its 
days are numbered ? Having a name to live, is 
it in reality dying of false dignity, or is it al- 
ready dead, stifled by formu's and buried under 
@ weight of * dull flatness and even medioc- 
rity,” of sordid aims and worldly ambitions ? 
Or is it rather true —as the doctrine of the 
conservation of energy in the physical world 
would lead us to imagine —that the same 
mighty spiritual force is at work in new modes 
under altered conditions, its operations so 
changed that the superficial cannot perceive the 
equivalence, but the energy iteelf abiding, as 
beat may be changed into electricity, or free 
electricity be harnessed now to light a city, pow 
to serve as a motor for thousands of its cars and 
engines? Ohange may mean growth, and 
changeiessness is another name for stagnation. 

What is 
The Phenomenon Known as Methodism 


today? We all know whence it sprang; but 
what is its present character? what vitality 
does it possess? and whiiher is it tending? 
Mr. Whittuck, whose thoughbtfal volume on 
“The Church of England and Recent Religious 
Thought” created deserved attention a few 
years ago, says: “ English Nonconformity, how- 
ever familiar as a fact, bas been very little 
investigated aod is very imperfectly under- 
stood.” The statement is literally correct, and 
the real explanation of the random remarks 
often made by journalists and publicists on the 
subject is Dr. Johnson's “Ignorance, madam, 
pure ignorance.” There have been studies al- 
moet innumerable of the Oxford movement, and 
men have watched how Tractarianism passed 
into Ritualism, Ritualism into Anglo-Catholi- 
cism. Is it true, as is now asserted, that the 
spirit which inspired the sanctity and prompted 
the martyrdom or confessorship of Methodists 
a century and a half ago has been metamor- 
phosed in a kind of sleek worldliness, “to God 
and to God’s foes displeasing,”’ unlovely in the 
eyes of the church and the world alike? The 
question is a serious one, and deserves a serious 
answer. 

It is intrinsically unlikely, judging from the 
history of the past. The members of the post- 
apostolic church differed to many important 
respects from those who lived at the great flood- 
tide of the world’s history; the church of the 
apologists and martyrs differed widely indeed 
from the courtly religionists of the new Rome 
under Constantine and his successors. But a 
stady of these periods shows clearly a strong, 
deep undercurrent of devotion, strong enough 
to change the course of history,of which we 
read nothing in the pages of chroniclers who 
describe in detail the controversies of Nicwa or 
draw pictures of scenes in the basilicas of Con- 
stantinople. Similarly, the close student of the 
religious history of the last handred years will 
not fad mach difficulty in tracing the course of 
a mighty carrent of religious feeling produced 
by the evangelical revival under the Wesleys, 


This is generally admitted so far 
as the indirect influences of Methodism on the 
commuatty are concerned. There is testimony 
in plenty that it aided in purifying and stima- 
lating all the churches of this country, and that 
it did much to raise the moral siaadards of 


society in general. Lecky pronounced Methb- 
odism to have been more important in its in- 
fluence on the community than the victories on 
land and sea gained in the reign of George LI. 
Mr. Lesiie Stephen finds it important ip the 
history of thought, Mr. Augustine Birrell! in the 
history of literature, while both Churchman 
and )issenter, Canon Overton and Dr. Stough- 
ton, are agreed in the bigh estimate they form 
of ite valuable influence upon ecclesiastical and 
social life. Mr. Gladstone, herein following Mr. 
William Palmer, golds that the Oxford move- 
ment owed its religious depth and fervor to 
Evangelicalism, whieh must have been trans- 
lated indeed if kinsbip is to be discerned be- 
tween Wesley and Pusey, between John Neilson 
and William George Ward. 

But the chief question raised is not concern- 
ing these indirect or reflex influences of Meth- 
odism upon society or religious lile generally. 
It is the continued existence, the religious 
vitality, tae moral and spiritaa! value of the 
“separate organisation” which is challenged; 
of Wesleyan Methodism as the direct lineal 
descendant of Wesiley’s organization, and aiso 
of a number of sister Methodist churches similar 
in their constitution, scope, and aims. W hat of 
this “ Wesleyan Methodist Onurch?” For a 
charch it claims to be, performing the functions 
and accom.lishing the objects for which the 
Lord Jesus Cbrist set up His kingdom on earth. 
Wesley and his followers were torust out and 
kept out of the Anglican pale by bishops, by 
clergy, by the action of magistrates, and by the 
impossibility of carrying oo within the Church 
of Eogiand the evangelistic work to wnich they 
believed God had calied them. The next gener- 
ations of Methodists kept the name of “a 
society’ only, and maniiested as long as they 
coaid a certain pathetic allegiance to the church 
which had discarded them; but they were 
bound at jlast to acknowledge in word, what 
had long been the fact, that Providence nad led 
them, by ways not of their own choosing, to 
form a self-suffising Varistian community, no 
longer attached even by a nominal bond to a 
church which today boaste toat it is not Prot- 
estant, and desires not to be styled evangelical. 
W hat constitutes a “church” we need not now 
discuss. Anglican clergymen are ss unwilling 
to concede the name to the “ sects’’ as the Pope 
is to grant it to the heretical and schismatical 
Anglican. Bat if the word be understood to 
mean “a congregation of faithful men,’ cuar- 
acterized by the preaching of the Word, the 
administration of the sacraments, the malinte- 
nance of Christian fellowship, the power of the 
Holy Spirit, the ingathering of men and women 
won from the service of s:if and sin, the multi- 
plication of Christians of the type of the New 
Testament — a community preserving the main 
features of apostolic teaching, and marked by 
the note of sanctity of iife—then modern 
Methodism claims the name of a Christian 
Church, and through divine grace can show the 
marks which enable her to make that claim 





















































































Is the Methodist Charch alive? This is the 
only ultimate test. St. Paul had to fall back on 
it when his apostolic authority was questioned. 
Christian life had been generated and muiti- 
plied under his ministry. “ The seal of my 

are ye in the Lord.” ... 

In no spirit of self-glorification, put as a nec- 
essary self-vindication, Methodists point to the 
almost unprecedented vitality of an organize- 
tion which at the end of a century and a half is, 
ecclesiastically, es of yesterday. She is a moth- 
er,a living mother, whom an army of loyal, 
stalwart sons love and honor beyond the power 
of words toexpress. They owe to her more 
than life itself, and they know that there is only 
One who can make any Oaoristian community 
thue to bea“ joyful mother of children.” Lord 
Halifax, in a speech delivered soon after the 
publication of the papal encyclical, “‘Apostolice 
Ours,” repelled with indignant warmth the 
idea that Anglican orders could be invalid and 
all the sacraments of his church a hollow mock- 
ery. To admit this, be said, with righteous 
scorn, would be “to impute treachery to my 
God.” “I would rather die,” he added, “ than 
imply by any act of mine that all I have known 
of my Lord’s love and goodness was « snare and 
a sham.” 

These words do any religious man honor. 
Handreds of thousands of Methodists re-echo 
them. In their case a host of loyal Christians 
take up the cry, larger in numbers than has ever 
been added to the Obristian Unurch in the same 
space of time since the apostolic era. The state- 
ment is made in no boastful spirit, and it would 
never have been made at all but for the prepos- 
terous assertion that Methodism as a separate 
organization is wantog, that “ its day« are num- 
bered.”” Wesleyan Methodists today number 
about three-quarters of a million of church 
members, and between two and three millions 
of adherents. Methodists of other bodies in 


Oburch of Canada, with her 2,000 ministers, 
275 000 members, and more than a million of ad- 
herents. Nor— most numerous of all — the 
Episcopal and other Methodist churches of the 
United States, with 50,000 ministers, 7,000,000 
church members, and, at a moderate estimate, 
between twenty and twenty-five millions of ad- 
herentse. There are, as Mr. Howard Evanvs 
showed in tbis Review not many months ago, 
over 1,000,000 Sunday scholars in Wesleyan 
Methodist Sunday- schools in this country alone, 
out of about 3,000,000 in Nonconformist schools 
generally, the Church of England numbering 
only 2,300,000. The only reason for quoting 
these figures is that recognized by Dean Uburch 











in relstion to the Romanist controversy in the 
time of Cardinal Wiseman. He pleads that the 
theory of the Anglican Charch is not a “ paper 
theory,” that it could be so proved in 1835, and 
he adds, that “‘ the longer experience of the last 
fifty years bas shown that the Church of Eng- 
land, whatever its faults, is certainly not a 
church only on paper.” The challenge thrown 
down by eminent Anglicans is a fairone. The 
Methodist Church is “ not a church only on pa- 
per.” Life isa note of the church; “ heretical 
and echismatical bodies cannot keep life.” 
“ Look across the Atlantic to the daughter 
churches’ of Methodism —“ the barren hath 
borne seven.” 


In common with the Dominican Order of 
Friars, Methodists have specially 
preaching. Too much may be made of the se ser- 
mon in public worship, or too little, and tastes 
will always vary as to what constitutes excel- 
lence of sermonic style. But, defining preaching 
power forthe moment as the ability readily to 
address, to interest,to convince and persuace 
men on the high themes of religion, it is obvious 
that sach a power is of the first importance in 
any Christian community, and this charisma 
bas certainly been granted to modern as to early 
Methodists. These have not been all of one 
type; they have differed as much as Liddon, 
Farrar,and Church —tbree representative An- 
glicans of ourown day. The chaste diction of 
Richard Wateon — whom Mr. Nightingale com- 
pares, inaptly enough, to Jeremy Taylor — dif- 
fered widely from the style of Clarke and 
Benson, who yet were mighty preachers in their 
day. These differed as mach trom Robert New- 
ton as he did from latter-day orators like Mor- 
ley Panshon or Bishop Matthew Simpson, the 
triend and confidant of President Lincoln. We 
name no living man, but in the more direct and 
less ornate style of today there are many worthy 
to rank with men “eloquent and mighty in the 
Scriptures’ who have passed away. And the 
test of pulpit power in a church lics less in ex- 
ceptional instauces than in the maintenance of a 
high average. It would not be difficult to bring 
forward impartial testimony to prove that the 
average Wesleyan minister of today is capable 
of fairly holding bis own in the puipit by the 
side of any of nis brethren within or outside 
the Established Charch. 

One crucial test of vitality in any ebarch is 


The Power to Modity its Methods 


in proportion to the changing needs of the pop- 
ulation. Tried by this test, the Wesleyan 
Methodist Church can show a remarkable bis- 
tory during the last twenty years. New 
“ mission ” organizations have been established 
in large towns, some of these directed by min- 
isters well known to fame,such as the Revs. 
Hugh Price Hughes, Mark Guy Pearse, and 
Peter Thompson, and others worked with equai 
success by devoted men less widely celebrated. 
In the West of London and in the Bast, in 
Olerkenweill and Southwark, in Manchester, 
Liverp ol and Birmingham, in Leeds and Hull, 
in Edinburgh aod Glasgow, under widely dil- 
tering conditions, these missioas of “the for- 
ward movement” have been biessed by God to 
do a work that no human eloquence or attract- 
ive preaching by itself could accomplish. Some 
£15,000 a year is being spent up n «pscial enter- 
prises in villages or smaller towns. The so- 
called “ Extension” Faod was raised to build a 
thousand new chapels; this work has been 
done, but the extension work is still going on. 
Social enterprises are not forgotten. The 
Children’s Homes, under Dr. T. b. Stephenson, 
represent an expenditure of some £20 000 a year; 
Mr. Scott Lidgett’s work as warden of the Ber- 
mondsey Settiemsnt rivais that of the Toynbee, 
Mansfield, and University Settlements elsewhere 
in London; the Wesley Galid fer Young Peo- 
ple, just started, will shortly number ite hun- 
dreds of thousands. If vitality is proved by 





elasticity, variety of effort, versatile power of 


edeptation to new needs and environments, 
wi y Methodi is neither dead nor 
dying. 

Some of those who bslong to the privileged 
church of this country find it in good taste to 
reproach Methodists that they produce so few 
eminent men, and that their culture is often of 
an equivocal kind. It is but a generation since the 
great pational universities were opened to con 
scientious Nonconformists, and even now the 
teaching profession —as regards its prizes and 
upper ranks, at least —is largely closed against 
the despised * Dissenter.” Yet the recent his- 
tory of Kingswood School — established by 
Wesley himself —is one of which any school 
might be proud. The Leys School, which has 
buat lately attained its majority, has already 
taken an honorable place among public schools, 
whether public school spirit be considered, or 
pablic school successes at the university, or dis- 
tinction in the playing-fields, ‘where Water- 
loo was won.” The honors lists of Oxtford, 








Cambridge, London, and other universities 
show that the best traditions of the movement 
which began at Lincoln College, Oxford, are not 
forgotten today. It is invidious to mention 
nemes. But scholars know that the standard 
Grammar of the New Testament is the edition 
of Winer prepared by Dr. Moulton, head- 
master of the Leys School, and that the futare 
standard New Testament Concordance will be 
tbat compiled under the careful scholarship of 
Dr. Moulton and Professor Geden. In the de- 
partment of exegesis the names of Dr. Beet and 
Professor Findlay are honorably known as tak- 
ing rank with the best modern interpreters. 
Ecclesiastical statesmen, like Dr. Bunting and 
Dr. Kigg, would have made their mark in any 
charch. Gifted pens, like that of William Ar- 
thur, profound theological minds, like that of 
Dr. W. B. Pope, have not been wanting. The 
president for the current year, Rev. W. L. Wat- 
kinson, furnishes « striking refutetion of the 
taunt that Wesleyan ministers are turned out 
like machine-made goods, all of one pattern. 


Bat ithe é of this kind of 2 deaibaieeety whieh 
to Methodists as such is essentially distasteful. 
As Methodists, they are non- political and non- 
controversial, though strong politicians and 
keen controversalists are doubtless found 
amongst them. But modern Methodists hold 
that John Wesley’s work, committed to him by 
God, of helping to “ spread Scriptural holiness 
through the land,” is not yet done, and that it 
is their duty, under the changing conditions of 
modern life, to carry !t on. They have not been 
in the babit of bringing railing accusations 
against any, least of all their fellow- Christians. 
Not in theory only, but in practice, they have 
been “the friends of all, the enemies of none.” 
They have helped to feed and strengthen other 
churches, and have not complained if the 
Charch of Christ as a whole has been advan- 
taged by their loss. They have been ready to 
bear the polite contumely which is the modern 
counterpart of the brickbats and rotten eggs 
showered on the Methedist “saints and mar- 
tyre.” But they have found it necesary from 
time to time to protest against calumny, uttered 
probably in ignorance rather than in malice. 
They have found it necessary to fight for their 
own existence — sometimes in courts of law, 
when threatened with loss of property; some- 
times before the bar of public opinion, when 
their very right to the name of a Christian com- 
munity bas been challenged, And thus far they 
bave not only held their own, but their numbers 
have been muitipiied beyond precedent and ex- 
pectation. They make no exciusive claims, and 
no more believe that ali the world snould be- 
come Methodist than Congregationaiist or Ep\s- 
copalian. But, with quiet conviction of a divine 
calling, they seek to do a certain work in the 
world, and intend to do it in the way which 
they believe Providence has, almost in spite of 
themselves, marked out forthem. Tbey know 
in how many respects it is far from being well 
done, but they hold that they would be the 
poorer,and the Church of Christ would be ihe 
poorer, were their separate orgauization merged 
in any State church or dissolved in any namber 
of ind dept ch b Modestiy but firmiy 
they claim to bea part of Christ's chureb mili- 
tant here on earth. And they believe that when 
the day shall deciare it, not only, as Hooker 
says, shall “ three words uitered with eharity 
receive @ more blessed reward than three thou- 
sand volumes written with disdainful sharpness 
of wit,” bat that saccess in the work of reciaim- 
ing sinners from the error of their ways will be 
the test by which the Master will jadge the serv- 
ice of ali the communities woich have been 
ealied by His nam~ and ciaimed to rep t His 
courch in the world. — Contemporary Review 
tor December. 











THE WAITS. 


At the break of Ubristmas Day, 
Through the frosty starlight ‘ringing, 
Faint and sweet and far away, 
Comes the sound of cniidren singing, 
Chanting, singing, 
* Cease to mourn, 
For Cnrist is born 
Peace and joy to all men S twingiag! » 


Careless that the chill winds blow, 
Growing stronger, sweeter, clearer, 
Noiseless footfalis ip the snow 
Bring the happy voices bearer ; 
Hear them singing, 
* Winter's drear; 
But OCbrist is here, 
Mirth aod gladness with "Him bringing!” 


——— Christmas!” bear them say, 

the east is growing lighter; 
« may the joy of Christmas Day 
Mak ake yur whole year giadder, brighter!” 
Join their singing, 
“ To each home 
Oar Cari-st nas come. 
All Love’s treasures with Him bringing!” 


— MARGARET DELAND, in “The Old Garden 
end Usher Vorses.” 
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The Conferences, 
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Rev. L. M. Flocken, of this church, read a paper 
on * The | Place of Philosophy in Bible Stady.” 


Taunton, First Church. — The evening service 
on Sunday, Dec. 5, was another meeting of great 
power. Two persons, a man and his wife, were 
torward for prayers, and the church felt a great 
delight in these new converts to Christ. The 
paetor, Rev. W. A. Luce, intends to unite with 
the pastors of Graceand Central Churches, Revs. 
B. F. Simon and C. A Stenhouse, in holding 
union services throughout January. The 
ple of the three churches seem very ¢ to 
work together in this union effort. One week 
will be given each church, and the firet 
week will be divided between the three. The 
Union of Epworth Leagues gave a free enter- 
tainment in this church, Dec. 10. G. W. Penni- 
man, of Fall River, delivered his stereopticon 
lecture on the “‘ Heart of the Rockies.” 


Westport Point.— The work in this church is 
moving along successfully, The Epworth 
League bas been reorganized and is in a pros- 
perous condition. Good reports from authentic 
sources show that the pastor, Rev. John Thomp- 
son, has won a high place in the esteem of this 
people, both within and without the pe P 

he people are to be congratulated on having 
——— 


such a pastor. lt is reported that 
church was very much disappointed in not 
ting Mr. Thompson at the last Annual Con 
ence. Extra meetings are contemp'ated for 
Janvary. It is said that neighboring ministers 
will aid the pastor. The new pars nage is occa 
pied this year, and proves commodious and 
convenient. Not long since the Enworth 
League held a public meeting at which Miss 
Adams, of the Fall River Deaconess Home, w 8 
present and delivered an address in the interest 
of that work. 


West Dennis.—An interesting series of en- 
tertainments bas been arranged by the tor, 
Rev. J. T. Docking. These will not interfere 
with the spiritual life of the church. Indeed,a 
series of Gospel meetings is now in progress. 
Miss Elisabeth 8. Tobey is aiding the pastor. 


New Bedford, Allen St. Church. —- The annual 
union Thanksgiving service was held in the 
First Cbristian Church, with Rev. J. N. Patter- 
son, of this charch, as the preacher. 


New Bedford, Pleasant St, Church. — A public 
meeting of the New Bedford Oity Evangeliza- 
tion Union took place in this churcb, Dec 9, 
Robert F. Raymond, Esq, presiding. "All the 
pastors were present ani nad some part in the 
services. The singing wasattractive. A chorus 
of one hundred children,the chorus of this 
church, and a class of children from the Portu- 
guese Mission farnished a varied musicel pro- 

ram. The tenor soloist, Mr. Louls Waiker. of 

untop, was secured for this occasion. Ad- 

dresses were made by R. F. Raymond and Pre- 
siding Elder Everett) of this city, Rev. B. F. 
Simon, of Grace Church, Taunton, and Rev. 
C. A. Littlefield, of Boston. The movement at 
present seeks to build a chapel for our Portu- 
guese work in this city, and the presiding elder 
is indefatigable in pushing the subscription 
toward the $2,500 needed. No more worthy or 
successful mission work among foreign people 
can be found. 


Provincetown, Centre Church. — The Gospel 
services In Howe’s express office are attracting 


many off the street. Over ninety were nt, 
Dec. 5. The King’s x sup ‘airand 
entertainment } ag oneounete ul. Under 


their auspices Rev. +k. Stenhouse lectured 
here, Dec. 10, on * Rhaclioms Lincoln.’ 


Chilmark. — Dec. 6, this people met at the 
home of their r, Rev. J. 5S. Bell, and sur- 
prised the household. They jett many valuable 
presents besides gifts of money. Arrangements 
_ in progress for a Christmas tree, concert, 

See Set, and a good time for the Sunday- 
school. 


East Wareham. — The twenty-fifth anniver- 
sary of the erection of this chapel occurred Dec. 
8, and was also the occasion selected for the re- 
opening after the repairs and im ments 
which bave been made. An addition 
chapel furnishes a pleasant meeting place for 
the social services and primary department of 
the es -echool. A tower surmounts the 
new pert. One-half the expense was defrayed 
by Mr. George ant, of Worcester, a native of 
East Wareham. The heirs of the late Bradford 
Hall have presented a fine silver sacramental 
service. It had been Mr. Hall’s intention so to 
do, and the heirs volunteered to carry out bis 
wishes. The anniversary exercises were at- 
tended by large congregations, afternoon and 
evening. Rev. E.J.A of s % = 
and Rev. B. F. Simon, o' Taunton, both former 
tors, were present and delivered addresses. 
~ former gave reminiscences, and the latter 
ke on “ The Home and the Church.” Pre- 
, ding Eider Everett gave an address on “‘ The 
Institution and Perpetuity of the Christian 
A very bright and beautiful letter 
was read, written by Mrs. D. M. Rogers, eighty 
years old. in speaking of Mr. Simon she wrote: 
* His stay was even as his — ” He was 
there only one year. Rev. B. W. Eldridge rep- 
resented the former laymen of the charge, 
though he is now preaching at South Somerset. 
Other laymen s a, and laywomen as weil. 
The evangelists, Reed and Mrs. Williams, 
spoke and sang. It wes 0 guenh day. Rev. C. T. 
Hatch, the pastor, gave a historical address on 
Wareham ethodism. 


Wareham. —Improvements are in 2 oo 
here. Oo a recent Sunday §30 were ra’ for in 
surance, the first ever placed on this church. At 
Thanksgiving the pastor’s table was enriched 
with turkeys and otber good ae —— 
in both the charges which he serves. r. 
is recovering rapidly from the - -&.4, - imo 
dent to a low state of the blood. His daughter, 
Miss Mabel V. Hatch, read sermons on the occs- 
sion of which so much sensational matter bas 
been written. The Christian Advocate owes this 
loyal daughter an apology which the courtly 
editor of that g paper would hasten to make 
did he bat know this beautiful family. 


Improvements.— Any one who has read this 
column since last A) must have noticed the 


unusual amount of building or rob ws ee 
property that has alread | Awe nis 

gun. bably the ding elder bas noted 
these facts as an indication that the preachers 
have been remarkably successful. Just read the 
following list: Acushnet, Cataumet, Chatham, 
Fall River — Brayton Church, Marion, North 
Tisbury, Orleans, Plymouth, Sacamore, | Somer- 
set, South Harwich, Wareham, East Wareham, 
West Dennis, Taunton — First Church. 





Nervous people find relief by enriching their blood 
with Hood's Sarsapartiia, which is the one true blood 


Providence District. 


Newport Social Union. — The first meeting of 
the recently organized ve Union of Newport 
and vicinity was held io t parlors of the 
First Church, Tuesday Be, Nov. 2. Al- 
though the weather was very inclement, a 
— number were present. Rev. R. 8. Moore, 

iddletown, delivered the address. A colla- 


tien was served and a social hour s mt. The 
a hasa membership and gives prom- 
ise of being a useful factor in p ting and 


the ladies, Dec. 7 and 8, in the church lors, 
resulting ina splendid financial and social suc- 
cess. This church is blessed with a large nam- 
ber of young le who are = and earnest 
in Epworth ue work. The choral gociety 
is also a valuable suxitiary in church work. The 
pa, Rev. J. O. Randall, preached the union 
banksegiving serinon at Chestnut Bt. Obarch. 


Asbury Memorial Church. — A fair and Christ- 
mas sale was held, Dec. 7-9, which was well pat 





unifying Methodisin on the island. 


Newport, First Church. — A series of meetings 
was held, Nov. 7-14, resulting in the reviving 
of the ghereh oy leading some to seek the 


Lord. was assisted | + R. 8. 
Moore oat G. E. Brightman. The Epworth 
League is very, ‘helpful. he November literary 


meeting was devoted to a consideration of the 
“Life and Works of Tennyson.” Mrs. Onase 
was the the essayist of the evening, and her 
paper was full of interest and profit. 


New; » Thames St.— The annual missionary 
collection was taken on Sunday, Nov. 14. In 
the morning the pastor, Rev. G. E. Brightman, 
reached on ‘“ The United. States the Great 
issionary Field of the World.” in the even- 
ing the x pworth League beld a missionary con- 
cert. The subscriptions esate that Thames 
St. will continue in the first class. A new choir, 
& new piano, a rapidly A erty primary de 
ment in the Sunday sc |, a larger atten ance 
at the mid-week prayer-meeting, a growing 
interest in the various depertments of the 
Epworth League, and a vigorous canvass for 
subscribers to ZION’s HERALD, are sure signs of 
prosperity at thie church. 


Providence, Broadway Church.— A bazaar, 
with supper and entertainments, was hela by 





ized and yielded o —— ~ -ty- forth the 
church funds. Suppers, 
cises and a five display of = "and taney antl 
cles, without any of the objectionable oe 
so common on such ions, were the attrac- 
The a interest at this church ha 
ood, and Rey. J. L. Rich is encow in 
ie work by one my the most efficient Epworth 
Leagues on the district. While the social part 
of church work is well cared for, the sdligioes is 
never neglected. 


St Paul's Church. —“ A Feast of Love” was 
held, Dec. 12 to 17, which was unique as well as 
Interesting and profitable. The following were 

pooepeenene topics: Sunday, “‘ The Love of 
Che it’ and “ An Old Love Story,” by the pas- 
tor and Sunday-school; Monday, “Love for 
Christ,’”’ Rev. E. G. Wesley; Tuesday “ Love tor 
Enemies,” Rev: E. O. Bass, D. D.; Wea cdnentay, 
« Brotherly Love,” Rev. 8. O Benton, D. 
Thursday, * Love thy Neighbor, oJ Rev. Floyd 
a Friday, ‘“‘Love for the eraes 
. Buckey. The attendence wes good 
= ‘the interest excellent. NEMO. 


the irritation ay! in- 
rronchial Troches.” A sim- 


THROAT TROUBLES. To alla 
duces coughing, use “ Brown's 
pie and safe remedy 





New England Conference. 
froachere® Meeting. — The hour was 


occupied by Rev. Dr. ncer, of The 
Church Extension Booby, It fea pity that all 
our ministers and bers can be conver- 
sant with the facts which were - For 
instanse, in Western Ne! are many 


ing societies. if 
we could only advance coe poe we could at 
once have these churches. In West Virginia we 
a a To py -- ami men Rf, & pressi: g 

ew. Wi f the country. 
Next'Monday Rev Rev a. =3 will preach a 


Seuth District. 


Italian Church, Boston. — This church holds 
ite Christmas festival, Tuceday, Deo. 28, at their 
place of worship, 84 Cross Americans are 
cordially invited to be present and encourage 
these worthy people. 


Dorchester St., South Boston. — The 6 
ot the late fair "at this church amounted to 
about $200. Rev. William Full is pastor. 


St. Mark's, Brookline.—A beautiful set of 
offering plates of solid brass were nted to 
this church last Sunday by one of its friends. 
The plates have appropriate toes engreved 
upon their edges, and are lined with stamped 
velvet mats. They were fittingly used for the 








MMe. LILLIAN NORDICA, 


The most famous American 


and aad an account of her singing befor 
the Tsar Alexander the night before his 
assassination. 


Prima Donna, will 
offer valuable professional advice to yg 
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MME. LILLIAN 
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the greatest American Prima Donna, is but one of the two 
hundred eminent men and women who will write for the 
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Chicago. 


THE MODERN READER’S BIBLE. 


A Series of Books from the Sacred Scriptures, presented in Modern Literary Form, 
by Ricnarp G. Mouton, M. A. (Camb.) Ph. D., (Penn.), Professor in the University of 


Small 18mo. Cloth extra, 50 cents each; leather, 60 cents. 





The New 


The title indicates the contents of this volam 


St. Luke and St. Paul. 2 vols. 
Ready in April. 

The Gospel of St. Luke will be followed 
by The Acts of the Aposties, with the Pauline 
Epistles i duced at the 1 points of the 
history to which they are usually referred. 





Testament. 


COMPLETE IN FOUR VOLUMBS. 
On account of the fact that much Sunday-school work will be on the Gospel of Matthew this 
year, the MACMILLAN COMPANY have arranged to bring out as the first of the new volumes : 


St. Matthew, St. Mark, and the Ceneral Episties. 


Ready in January. 
3. It wilalsoinciude The Epistle to the Hebrews. 
St. John. Ready in May. 

This volume will contain the Gospel, Epis- 
tles, and Revelation of St. John, and with its 
issue the entire Bible will have been issued in 
twenty-one volumes. 





The Old 


The Psalms. 


What Bishop Hurst says: “To the stadent 
and to all persons who relish truth in its 
finest form of expression it [the Modern 
Reader's Bible) is a positive boon.’’ 

Joun F. Huns. 





Testament 


will be complete in SEVENTEEN VOLUMES on the issue of 
2 vols. Ready in February. 

Besides the whole of the Psalms, the Book of Lamentations will be included in the forth- 
coming volume, so that the complete Old Testament will then be obtainable. 








From Bishop Vincent’s commendation : “ The 
plan on which Professor Moulton is working 
must commend itself to every thoughtful 
man. ... Isimeerely wish the enterprise 
a constantly increasing success.’’ 

Joun H. VINCENT. 


For sale at all denominational bookstores. 
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66 Fifth Avenue, New York. 
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18 AT 
No. 8 Tremont Row, Boston. 
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first time in taking the offering for our aged 


Worcester.— Bishop Fowler, on his visit to 
me hs og! ag met ‘at the station b 
Rev. Thompson, end was his guest till 

,» when he sat down with members of 


burch at a somewhat informal fon 
in the vestry. Members of the Grand 
present. Thence at 8 o' he t 


George 3 

the night be wes the guest of Mr. Jobn L- 

and wife, of Trinity. 4 Worcester he i 

ceeded to Dubois, n., where he was to dedi- 
. 


Grace.— One of the most noteworthy relig- 
ious happenings, in many a day, in this heart of 
the commonwealth, was the address, Hm hag 


learning of a language, or even a part of it, that 
be might interest and help a portion of these 
foreign dwellers. It was a difficult task, and it 
was well done. 


Epworth Leaoue — The district gathering in 
Grace Oburc came oz the night of that more 
than -c<icsctial storm, and a8 a consequence 
the attendance was light. All who went, how- 
ever, were amply repaid. We cannot always 
have weather t at is satisfactory to us. 


Coral St.—The winter's series of entertain- 
ments was marked last week with a fine a 
and readings by foreign and local talent. 
Presiding Eider Mansfield wil! tell bis audience 
= the great cathedrals of Europe to end the 
series. 


Trinity.— Rev. R. F. Holw directed an 
effective no-license service on t 
night of the campaign. If ali Christians were 
equally in earnest, we might make rumeelling 
even more d'sreputable than it is already. 

Preachers’ Meeting. — The byw gathering 
at Trinity was well attended en teresting. 
Dinner was by one of the ete og 
classes. Quis. 


Worth District. 


Lowell, St. Paul's. —Su nday, Dec. 5, was an 
interesting day in old 8. Paul's Ouarch. Four- 
iy adults were received into membership — 7 


ive work, spiritually as well as finan- 
and at least three of 


no 

spiritual conquest than for years 
. F. K. Stratton is pastor. 
Marlboro. — The local - 

pa 8. ot Mastneve hen Monee calendar, 


5 
F 


‘ord. —Since Nov. 1 the pastor, Rev. B.V. 
Hincbliff-, has taken into fall membership 9 by 
hey fro:  poaetion, cad Se as Sam 
> on oung con- 

’ class with fF. a been or- 
[ey ap hey Ay Sarah Modges as leader. 
he is also the superintendent of the Junior 
ue, which has a membership of 131. The 
four Methodist churches of Haverhill entered 
into a union revival serv Dec. 19, ander 


ne ©. Be, Rosa pag Prelim 


union services wv Seeuenay, Dec. 8, in 
People’s Methodist Church. . 


West District. 


Ie 





2 

Expecting to meet a mittee, be found in- 

stead the church filled with Jew Ge 

senting the entire parish, notwithstanding the 
g rain 


fae mb e Py entertainment of music 
and read a coe Sve, & 
half of the dies of the py apecch, a. 

to the in a ha) 

eight-day mantel ome” se * patpeabanedte 
were served. The return of the pastor for a 
third year bas been unan ‘requested and 
a committee bes to so instruct 





. 
3] 
Be 
z 
8 
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fter Christ 
Sign of the Christ Child.” 





“The Drift and the Cure.” 
Rev. Benjamin M. Adams. 
HE editorial, * The Drift and the Cure,” in 


churches have been starved, suppressed and rid- 
fouled or ignored, until they have given up the 
quest or gone where they could be fed. That 
accounts for the many in New York who go 
with Dz, Simpson, or throng the meetings when 


There's @ trend, that's been going on for years 








in the Methodist Episcopal Church, towards a 
lower tone, and I hail with joy anything that 
will help us regain the lost key. 

1 wonder who authorized the change in the 
Episcopal Address that in the preface of the 
Discipline used to read, ‘‘ We believe that God’s 
design in raising up the Methodist Episcopal 
Church was 2s reform —- Ly continent,” ets.? It 
now reads * the continent, ” @ far 
weaker word, that teins countenance to our en- 
emies, who have said we were —_ an evangel- 
izing torce, and as suchgwith a temporary mis- 
~y and soon to subs If things go on, as 

he article named says most truly they sre go- 
: Methodism will soon cease to bave any- 
fag distinctive. 
Zion’s HERALD, under your su ision, is a 
pot paper for the oldest effective minis- 
the New York East Conference. 


Greenwich, Oonn. 





We hope none of our readers have overlooked 
the advertisement of the ‘‘ People’s Cyclopedia 
and Dictionary ” in our paper fora few weeks 


past. 

This valuable work has rapidly come to the 
front,. smong the mary publications of the 
kind 

It is issued in twelve large volumes, covering 
literally the entire feld of human krowledge, 
making it an invaluable storeb of informa- 
tion. The publishers have enterprise and ample 
means to secure the services of the ablest Amer- 
ican and English scholars, and have enriched 
its pages with the best thought of both conti- 
nents. No well regulated household should be 
without a reliable Cyclopedia, whose peges are 
enriched with the wisdom of the present and 


past ages. 

These twelve volumes are a splendid addition 
to any private library,and we commend it to 
the careful consideration of all who contem- 
plate purchasing a work of the kind. 








The World’s Beat Shoes. 

“ The world’ 6 best, by every test,” is what 
sheer seme pet of sulen bene the 7 hing 
8 every of wh the K-y Ring 
Check, as illustrated in this issue! 

Beware ot tmnitations, — lack the virtues 
of the genuine“ 





Shares teething. ox tr soothee, the shild, softens the 

r) e 

uma, liars al od colic,and is the best 
fcmedy for Diartbes. Treaty. -five cents « bottle. 


Church Register. 


THE UNION MEETING OF WOMEN’S MISSIONARY 
BOARDS will hold a second ressiqn in New York city, 
Jan. i2and 13. Miss Pauline J. Walden, publisher of the 
Woman's Missionary Friend, will be the delegate of the 





New England Branch,W.F.M.8. The editor of the: 


Friend will also attend as chairman of one of the com- 
mitrees, but the Branch would be very happy if others 

din this toward fed should 
find it convenient to be at this notable meeting, one di- 
vision of which is to be given to the joint session with 
the men’s boards, at the Methodist Publishing House, 
160 Fifth Ave. The meeting of Jan.12 will be held at 
Madison Ave. Church, corner of Madison Ave. and 60th 
St. Entertainment is not furnished. 








W.F.M.8.— The Lynn District Woman's Foreign 
Missionary Society will meet in Ipswich, Deo. 28, at 10 
&.m.end?2p m. In the morning session reports from 
the auxiliaries will be read. Mrs. Oharies A. Crane, of 
Saratoga St. Church, Bast Boston, will speak on the 
work in Mexico — from her personal observations. Miss 
Emily Harvey will address the afternoon meeting on 
the missions in India. Mrs. Henry L. Wriston, of Pros- 
pect 8t. Church, Gloucester, will bring items of inter- 
est from the General Executive Board meeting in Den- 
ver. Basket lun bh. The Ipswich auxiliary will serve 
tea, coffee and baked Dense. 


Money Letters from Nev. 29 to Dec. 20. 


N W Ayer & Son, J H Allen, Mrs © Andrews. Mrs 
M J Bailey, N W Brainerd, D M Bye, BE OC Bridgham, 
FP W Brooks, Mrs H RB Burgess, Miss B A Baker, A EB 
Brooberg, Miss J M Brigham, E © Bass, L A Bancroft, 
J I Bartholomew (2), Wm. Ballantyne & Sons, © © 
Bragdon, O L Barnard, H G Butler, J A Burbank, G B 
Brigh Mre FP Blanchard, G A Bragdon, J BE Blake. 
AT Craig, W B Clarke & Oo, W F Campbell, NB 
Cook (2), J BR Olifford, Perry Chandler, © B Covell, J] R 
Chaffee, J W Cornell. M T Doten, Bmma F Day, J M 
Durrell, J P Dodge, DD Dana, WJ Danielson. Mrs 
H J Eaton, J Engle, Eaton & Mains, B W Bidridge. 
M E Fisk, Mrs M A Farwell, G W Farmer, Mies H N 
Frye, O A Farley, T P Frost, © B Frost, Noble Pisk, 
LM Plocken. E H Gregory, D Gerrish, Benj Gill, B 
Gerry, Grumiaux (2), W J Gray, Mra I T Goodnow. 
Thos Bovert At wa Gesetia, 0 £= Hall, J q Harmon, 


E A Han Hawkins arvey, © 1 Hood & 
Co, J Hartalar, J Ww Horton, G@ D Holmes, M Hathaway 





C @ Howard. 8 cae, Mre Johnson. CP 
Ketohen. G L Lawre w A Munroe, 
Masterman, Wm Merril 4 4 Martin HOD Mars- 
ea. Mrs M A & Mavnard, D organ. HD seven & 
LV —— Ralph owenpe PG Notti uO 
Ponaunter Wm Mrs A Potter, 4 G F Pool, 
re JB Parsons, A the. 44, 4 





8 F 

Smith, A L ‘Sault, A 

Htlman Taylor Co. mee Turner. JR Van Pelt, DO 

Vance. S'witkine. NT Whiteker, David Walker 

& son Geen a Wood, W H Wardell, BO ‘Wentworth, 
rs e880) 





There i isa right chimney for 
every lamp. The Index gives 
you its Number. 

Your dealer should have it. 


Write Macbeth Pittsburgh Pa 





Many a married woman is inde- 
pendent in pocket book today 
from securing an agency for the 
Viavi Home Ricestion Write or 
call. Mass. Viavi Co., 120 Tre- 
mont St., Room 631, Boston, Mass. 


87. See Le 














Springfield 
Republican 


A New England Leader 
Clean, Independent, Able. 

A Oomplete and Interesting Newspaper. 
Established In 1824 by Samuel Bowles. 


The public commendation and support of THE 
REPUBLICAN were never more general and 
cordial than they have been in the pest year. 
They inspire its conductors to endeavor con- 
stantly to make it better. 

The cheapening of some of the elements in the 
cost of newspaper production together with a 
generous public patronage have enabled Tue 
REPUBLICAN to eplarge its outlay for brains. 
Ite total expenditures steadily increase, and 
its readers are now receiving a richer return 
for their money than ever. 

THE REPUBLICAN Is in no sense a class news- 
paper. It appeals to all sections of the com- 
munity, excepting alone the low and vicious. 
It is keenly alive to the new problems which 
attend the progress of civilization. It réeog- 
nizes the immense value of corporate combi- 
nations of capital in improving social condi- 
tions. Bat it also appreciates that the greatest 
danger to individual freedom and democratic 
government lies in the unrestricted opera- 
tions of aggregated wealth. it conceives one 
of ite chief missions as a public newspaper to 
be the advocacy of the rights of the plain peo- 
ple. 

THe REPUBLICAN reports the news of Western 
New England, especially Western Massachu- 
setts, with the utmost thoroughness. Its gen- 
eral news service is of the best. It devotes 
liberal attention to literature and the arts, to 
social, industrial and scientific questions. 

THE WEEKLY REPUBLICAN presents « carefully 
edited and arranged review of the news and 
the choicest editorial, literary and|other feat- 
ures of the Daily. It_is invaluable for New 
Englanders away from bome and for al! others 
who want a wholesome, interesting and heip- 
fal family newspaper. 





SUBSCRIPTION RATES: 
DAILY, §8 a year, §2 a quarter, 70 cents a month, 
3 centa a copy. 
WEEKLY, §1 « year, 25 cents a quarter, 10 cents 
® month, 3 cents a copy. 


Specimen Copies ‘of elt her Edition sent free on 
application. The Weekly Republican will 
be sent free for one month to any one who 
Wishes to try it. 


All subscriptions are payable in advance. 
Address, 


THE REPUBLICAN, 
SPRINGFIELD, MASS. 
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Biblical Library & 
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Al Beautiful ART VOLUMES, a complete and magnificently illustrated - - BS 


BIBLICAL LIBRARY for less. than 


N Read these three ietters 
taken from thousands of 
a similar character : 


* IT have seen no work that will yield a 
richer harvest of most desirable knowl- 
edge, or a higher inspiration in the di- 
rection of virtue and duty. than this 
greet production of the cl g years of 
our 19th century. Every lover of the 
Bible should secure this work if it isin 
his power.” 

(Rev.) C. E. Lonp, Newburyport, Mass. 





It ie the finest thing I ever saw. I am 
enthusiastically delighted with it. It 
adds an intense interest to the study of 
the Bible.” 

( Rev.) F. M. Lams, 


Kennebunkport, Me. 


“I greatly prize it. It is the most 
beautiful and most useful Bible I have 
ever seen or expect to see. God will sure- 
ly bless those who are engaged in put- 
ting forth His Word in so attractive a 


form ” 
James A. Socort, 
710 Third St., N. E., Washington, D. O. 


DRL EUS 


withdrawn when this edition is exh 


than the price of 








OUR BIBLE CLUB — —— tg of this traly wonderful BIBLE. More than two-thirds of 


WHILE THEY | LAST 








photographs the world possesses. 





McCLURE’S MACAZINE BIBLE CLUB, 141 East 25th Street, New York. 


i 
iF 
Q | 


d to Club m -mbers, bat 


1 
which can be but « short time, we will deliver to those joining the Clad this remarkable Biblies 
Library st our exceptional Club price and on our most convenient terms. This offer must be 

ie so liberal (saving members about fifty per cent on any binding they may select), that we advise 
our readers to write at once for tall pertioalars Fe regarding the work aad the Olubd plan. The Ulub will also send you PRES, postage paid. a beautiful art portfolio of 

views, d from the remarkabie series of 440 full-page plates which so beautifully tllustrate the new Self-Interpreting Bible. These 
are 8 x 10 taches in size, printed from the original plates on heavy enameled paper, and are suitable for framing and bome decoration. These were secured for 
this work at an expense of $25 000 by a special expedition to Palestine and the Bast for this sole purpose, and constitute the most remarkable collection of Biblical 


an ordinary family Bible. x 


This wonderful Library is not only ~ 
the authorized version of the Bible, in oy) 
large, clear type, but also includes 


A Biblical History, 
A Bible Atlas, 


Os 
ToD 


_ 
-_ 





A Bible Dictionary, he 

and with its »rilllant se 

das 

SELF-INTERPRETING FEATURES, 2\; 
ee > 
exhaustive Commentaries, Explanatory az 
Notes, Harmony of the Gospels, Helps »4§ 
to Bible 8 udy, etc., etc , and TP 
rs 

440 FULL-PAGE.... sy 

TD) 

ORIGINAL PHOTOGRAPHS, a4 

. uv 
showing the actual scenes of the TZ) 
great Historical Events of the Script- te) 


ural narrative, constitutes the 


Most Wondertal 
Biblical Production 


in existence. 
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Our Book Table. 








The Eife of Philip aff. In Part Autobiograph- 
ical My David 5. Scoef, Db. D., Professor of «burch 
History in Lane Theological Seminary. With Por- 
traits. Charles ®cribner’s Sons: New York. Price, $3. 


This stout volume will receive tender and 
hearty welcome. Dr. Philip Schaff belonged 
not alone to Union Theological Seminary, with 
which he'was so long and honorably and use- 
tully connected, not only to the Presbyterian 
Chareh with which he held membership, but to 
universal Christendom. He was larger than 
any theological seminary or the creed of any de- 
nomination. He manifested comprehensiveness, 
toleration, and much of the mind that was in 
Christ. In his great book upon the “ Person of 
Christ ’ he wrote of bimeself: “‘ Christ lives in 
me, and He is the only valuable part of my be- 
ing.” To this reviewer, in his earlier ministry, 
his writings came ‘as an illumination, showing 
the unity of fragments of Ubristian faith and 
doctrinejin Jesus Christ. For years he was the 
best available teacher through his printed pages. 
It is doubted if American Christianity bas had 
a teacher so luminous, pertinent and compre- 
hensive. When) Dr. Schaff treated a topic, 
nothing was left unsaid,and his readers had 
been helped to sound and right information 
and opinions. This biography is prepared by 
his son — a delicate undertaking, but the work 
has been done with’ excellent jadgment and 
good taste. Fortunately Dr. Schaff the father 
had left quite full autobiographical notes of his 
lite. These,“ Personal Reminiscences,” as the 
father termed them, have been used by the son 
with critical wisdom. This is a good book, not 
only for the library, but for the minister and 
the thoughtful layman. 

Mpectest poe Mente, Toseeges fiom Os 
With an Introdaction by Massenet. Lllustrated. Har- 
per & Brothers: New York. Price, $2.60. 

Few figures in the musical world of today are 
so well known to the American public as the 
great teacher of singing, Madame Marches}, 
who has numbered among her pupils such art- 
ists as Mme. Melba, Mme. Gerster, Mme. Emma 
Bames, Mme. Emma Nevada, and many others 
conspicuously before the public in recent years; 
and the celebrated composer, Massenet, truth- 
fully says in his Introduction that she “ is suf- 
ficiently important to introduce herself without 
any one’s assistance.” Since childhood Madam 
Marchesi‘has liyedjin the atmosphere of music, 
and has been associated with nearly ali the great 
representatives of its various branches — with 
composers, critics, gere, and teachers as 
well as performers. This beautifal volume is an 
intensely interesting record of a strenaous and 
successful career, and ia fall of delightful rem- 
iniecences of famous people, including Lirz', 

Mendelssohn, Manuel Garcia, Meyerbeer, Ros- 
sini, Auber, Berlioz, Rubenstein, and Verdi. 
The portraits of the author at various periods of 
her life greatly enbance the value of the book. 
For the musical member of the family no more 
suitable or welcome holiday gift than this 
charming autobiography could be selected. 





Life and Letters se Magriet Beecher Siowe Ed- 
ited by Anute Field: Houghive, #iffliu & co.: Bos- 
ton. Price, $2. 

A more delightful ‘ Life” than this new and 
complete one of Harriet Beecher Stowe, could 
scarcely be imagined. Mrs. Fields has done her 
work well as editor, with a loving and d‘s:rim- 
inating hand. She says in the Preface: * The 
moment has at last arrived when the story of 

Mrs. Stowe’s life can he given in full. The 

cause to which she surrendered herself is not 

forgotten; one by one the figures of those who 
bore a part in the great sacrifice begin to shine 
like bronze after the smelting, and stand, cut in 
imperishable forms, upon the tablets of memory. 
Therefore it is fitting that one who left the van- 
guard, one who was born nevertheless to carry 
neither gan nor bayonet, but to bear upon her 
heart the weight of a great love for suffering 
men, should now herself be known.” The read- 
er is brought, in this volume, into intimate re- 
lation with the author of ‘‘ Uncle Tom’s Cabin,” 
and realizes as never before the strength and 

beauty of her character. The book presents a 

reproduction of an exquisite marble bust of 

Mrs. Stowe as a frontispiece. Some idea of the 

scope of this admirable “‘ Life and Letters”’ may 

be gained by the following titles of the thirteen 
chapters: “‘ Ancestry and Early Childhood,” 
« Life at Litebfield,” “ Boston and the Hartford 
School,” “ Life in, Cincinnati and Marriage,’’ 
“ Branswick,” “ Key to Uncle Tom's Cabin and 
First Visit to Earope,” “ Portraiture: Corre- 
spondence: Second Visit to Europe,” “‘ Bereave- 
ment: Third and Last Visit to Burope,” “ War,” 
« Private Life in War Time,” “ Life in Florida,” 
“ Pablic Readings: Trial of Henry Ward Beech- 
er,” “ Nearing the Bad.” The book is brought 
out in uniform style with the new and beautiful 
edition of Mrs. Stowe’s works lately issued by 
Houghton, Miffiin & Co. We hope to refer 
more at length ic this volame in the near future. 
"haute By ee rem DD Le D Baker a Tay. 
lor Oo.: New York. Price, $1.60. 

This is the nineteenth of Dr. Burr’s books. 
They began just thirty years ago with “ Ecce 
Colum,” which gave most fascinating revela- 
tions of the marvels of astronomy. “ Dio the 
Athenian ” and “ Aleph the Chaldean” have 
previously shown his ability to make early 
church history live agaip, and now we are in- 
troduced to the Eternal ‘City just before it was 
taken by Constantine. . We see the sufferings of 
the Christians under the cruel Emperor Maxen- 
tius, and how they were induced to raise them- 
selves in self-defence and co-operate with their 


day when a noble confession of Christ is heard 
ere the heademan’s axe does its bloody work; 
we enter the dungeons of the Mamertine prison 
in which Paul perhaps passed his latest days; 
.Wwe descend to the Catacombs, where the faith- 
al assemble for worship and council; we wit- 
ness the orgies and revelries of the palace of the 
Cesars; we watch with keenest emotions the 
varying fortunes of the decisive battle of the 
Milvian Bridge. Such historical novels, of 
which we now have so large an abundance as to 
cover almost every period and country, are prof- 
itable reading. When the style is so excellent, 
the narrative so interesting, and the whole 
treatment so scholarly and conscientious as Dr. 
Burr’s, the effect is most wholesome. Our Sun- 
day-school libraries should have more of such 
books. 4 

In Tune with the Infinite; or, Pullness of Peace 
Power and Plenty. i Haiph Waido Trine, Author of 


“ What All the ‘s A-seeking.” T. Y. Crowell & 
Oo.: New York and Boston. Price, $1 25. 


This book is a companion volume to “ What 
All the World’s A-Seeking,” written by the 
same author, which was received with so much 
favor by a critical public. The author sums up 
bis contention in this statement upon the title- 
page: “‘ Within yourself lies the cause of what- 
ever enters into your life. To come into the full 
realization of your own awakened interior 
powers, is to be able to condition your life in 
exact accord with what you would have it.” 
The table of contents includes: “ The Supreme 
Fact of the Universe,” “ The Supreme Fact of 
Human Life,” “Fullness of Life — Bodily 





Health and Vigor,” “The Secret, Power, and 


Effects of Love,” “ Wisdom and Interior Illu- 
mination,” “ The Realization of Perfect Peace,”’ 
“ Coming into Fullness of Power,” “ Plenty of 
All Things —the Law of Prosperity,” “ How 
Men have Become Prophets, Seers, Sages, and 
Saviours,” “ The Basic Principle of All Relig- 
fons —the Universal Religion,” “ Entering 
Now into the Realization of the Highest Rich- 
es.”” It is an elegant holiday book. 
"Bodera Wawars, FeeNa.ase™ 2 Maver & 

A dramatic contrast is drawn by the author of 
this novel between two distinctive types of Ken- 
tuckians—the “blue grass” man and the 
mountaineer. The real hero of the book is 
Boone Stallard, the mountaineer — gentle and 
noble-hearted for all his crudeness, and a born 
leader. Rannie Marshall, the “ blue-grass ” 
man, is « well-known type of Kentucky gentle- 
man, well born and well-educated. The plot is 
well carried out,and there are interesting senti- 
mental complications and thrilling episodes. 
In apes Oft: & Sketoh of the Life and Travels 

ar iy Georgiana Reucas. Ourts & 

Sensiage: Cinolonati. ” price. $1 

This book, like the elect sister whose life ond 
travels are so well reeounted, will prove an in- 
spiration and bened'ction to the church. No 
word need to be added to this paragraph 
from B'shop Ninde’s most fitting introduc- 
tion: “ This volume gives abundant proof of 
the untiring diligence and unstinted devotion 
with which this unofficial representative of the 
Executive Committee sought out every possible 
a ot ful in her wide journeyings 








through these pagan lands. Nor does it fail to 
express the grateful appreciation of her labors 
felt by all the missionaries in the fields she vis- 
ited. Her genuine interest in the work, as well 
as her godly example and singularly wise coun- 
sels, made an abiding impression both on the 
missionaries and the native Christians.” 
Oypartecone : A Romance of the Isles of Greece. By 
ast Bokstein, Transiated from the German by 

Mary J. Safford. New York: Geo Gottsberger Peck. 

Price, 76 cents. 

This 12mo volume of 340 closely printed pages 
is descriptive of the ancient Greek civilization, 
and vividly portrays their festivals, wars, social 
customs,and the intrigues of the court. The 
scenes are laid principally in Andros, capital of 
the island of the same name. 


<a oo Teachers in the Sunda 

School. By H.Hal\. litustrated by Biizabeth 

sonsail dha "D. Wattles & Company: Philadelphia. 

Price, 75 ta. 

This is a very suggestive, interesting and 
practical volume, particularly for Sunday-school 
teachers and workers. The author, in a very 
bright way, calis attention to the mistates often 
made by teachers of good intentions, and the 
illustrations are so drawn as to “point” with 
vivid interest the author's pertinent lessons. 
Migrucr'e Round bg 1697. Harper & Brothers: 

This beautifal bound volume containing the 
weekly issues of Harper’s Round Table tor 1897 
has thirteen hundred pages, profusely illustrat- 
ed. There are eight complete serial stories by 
such authors as Kirk Munroe, Uapt. Charies 
King, Molly Elliott Seawell, and Ellen Douglas 











$48.00 CYCLOPEDIA AND DICTIONARY FOR $30.00 
A $72.00 CYCLOPEDIA AND DICTIONARY FOR $37.50 
AND 15 MONTHS IN WHICH TO PAY IT. 


People’s Cyclopedia and Dictionary. 


IMMENSE VOLUMES - - NEARLY 


10,000 PAGES. 











Greatest 
Combination 
of 

Dictionary 
and 
Cyclop: dia 
Ever 


Known. 


information easily accessible, would seem to be a 
stood and a ted. 


duction from the regular published pricee. It is t 


tistics of many ki 
here. 


» maps showing latest 


the cloth binding is desired), os mt real oot 
month thereafter for 14 months, mak 
represented, or MONEY RE 





great deliverer; we visit the Roman forum ons 


y 
knowledge a complete and comprehensive Dictionary and Atias of tne world, the att 
This accurately deseribes the general scope of what is con 
modern and up to date home oan ~~ a pod been 
ntellects; give greater fitness for nes 0; 
Te introduce th this grana work the Publishers have decided to place the entire first 











To cover the entire field of human knowledge, human thought. and haman endeavor in one 


accomplishment. w pho 


Greatest 


Price 
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Ever 


Known 





produced — a library, the 
work; make better citizens, and finel 


thinkers, and in ite completeness covers the entire thoug and endeavor. 

Not mose- we ent ae with ages of preparation, gt ‘or the birth 
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mathematics, meteorol- * 
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NDED © on yf od ot the books. In a give complete shipping d 
cxprea. SHIPPING ¢ Sp re are TO BE PAID BY THE PURUBAS 

all orders and all communications to 


METHODIST BOOK CONCERN - - EATON & MAINS, Agents, 
150 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK. 





iterstees — 7 minds, more 


y work outa aspen brighter type of man and womanhood. 
edition, now in press, in the bands of the people, at an immense re- 


PEOPLE’S CYCLOPEDIA and DICTIONARY, 


COMBINING 1N ONE GREAT LIBRARY OF 12 MASSIVE IMPERIAL OCTAVO VOLUMES, A CYCLO- 
PEDIA OF UNIVERSAL KNOWLEDGE, A COMPLETE UNABRIDGED DICTIONARY OF 
THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE, A LIBRARY OF BIOGRAPHY AND A RELIA- 
BLE GAZETTEER AND ATLAS OF THE(WORLD. 


This Library of Universal Knowledge 


Is the combined work of mary leading American and ne a scholars 





$2. 00 


‘payable at the rate of but a few cents 


250 000 Word Definitions. 








20,000 Blographice! Sketches. 





HOW TO GET THIS GREAT WORK 


Send $2.00, and THE ENTIRE 12 ha ee J WILL BE oy em ag A a oe 


send a £8. co cock month fer fourtesn months, (1 
OD nea ee ee eey ment, and §2 50 each 
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, and say whether to send by freight 

















4 Manan & on 











oe 








15 


Zion’s Herald, December 22, 1897. 


831 








Deland, The short stories, the poems, the 
athletic articles, the papers on topics of nation- 
al importance, the fine illustrations, combine to 
make a perfect treasure-house for youthful 
readers, especially boys. It is a holiday gift 
‘that will entertain the whole year round. 


Ten B.ble e the our. 
Originated by Helen 8 S&vans. Published by J. L 
Nichols & Co.: Naperville, lll. Price, % cents. For 
sale at Magee's. 


What to do to interest the restless, mischiev- 
ous little folks on Sunday afternoon bas always 
been one of the most perplexing problems a tired, 
long-suffering mother bas toconfront. A few 
years ago ZION’s HERALD had a symposium of 
mothers on this topic, which was much appre 
ciated for ite belpful euggestions, Religious in- 
struction in the guise of a geme is an excellent 
way to amus: the boys and girls on Sunday, and 
we can commend “Ten Bible Boys” as one of 
of the best Sunday games we have seen. It was 
invented by Mrs. Helen 8. Evans, wife of Rev. 
W. A. Evans, of Malden, Mass., for ber own 
little boys, one of whom not long ago went 
home to heaven. The game is played with cards, 
similar to “ authors,” and includes ten books, 
four cards on the Ite of each Bible boy to a 
book, with two —— cards, the Star and 
Crown, and one forfeit card, “ Absalom. ” Chil- 
dren cannot fail to imbtbe much instruction 
in Bible history while playing this profitable 
game. 





Magazines. 

——The portrait of Thomas Bailey Aldrich, 
which forms the frontispiece of Current Litera- 
ture tor December, is from a drawing made 
specially for the magazine from Mr. Aldrich’s 
latest photograph. In the space devoted to 
holiday books this month, specimen iilustra- 
tions from their pages are given. The regular 
departments are of the usual uniform excellence. 
Frank Dempster Sherman is the subject in “ The 
American Poets of Today” series of papers, the 
article being written by F. M. Hopkins. A 
reading is given from Dr. 8. Weir Mitchell’s 
new book, “ Hugh Wynne.” (Oarrent Liter- 
atare Publishing Co.: 55 Liberty St., New 
York.) 

— The National Magazine for December has 
a Ubristmas angel on the cover, with a holly 
border. The frontispiece —** Caritas,” from the 
painting by Abbott H. Thayer — is one in the 
™ series of frontispleces from Anerican artists.” 
“* The Brook Farm Experiment ” is described in 
‘@ finely illustrated article by Arthur W. Tar- 
bell. Referring to the Brook Farm of today, he 
says: “ [It is now well nigh forgotten. The spot 
where Hawthorve tried so bravely to milk his 
transcendental heifer serves today as a play- 
ground for the poor German orphans. What 
will it be tomorrow?” “In Kentucky’s Mam- 
moth Cave,” “An Afternoon with Ruskin,” 
“The First American Oongress,”’ are other 
papers of interest, besides short stories and 
poems, and tne continuation of “ Christ and His 
Time,” by Dallas Lore Sharp. (The W. W. 
Potter Co.: 91 Bedford St., Boston.) 

—The Christmas MoClure has a special 
cover d«signed by Charles L. Hinton, reproduc- 
tions of some historic Madonnas, and pictures 
by leading American artists. In addition to the 
first instalment of Anthony Hope’s sequel to 
“ The Prisoner of Zenda,” entitled “ Rupert of 
Hentzau,” there are contribations from Rad- 
yard Kipling, Charles A. Dana, Robert Barr, 
Biiss Perry, Kila Higginson, W. T. Stead, and 
Dr. Sven Hedin. (8. 8. McOlure Uo.: New 
York.) 

—— The December issue of Donahoe’s presents 
a picture of the Christ Child on the cover, 
framed in passion flowers. The leading paper 
of the number is the essay on ‘ Emanuel,” by 
Condé B. Pailen, Pa. D. Maurice F. Egan writes 
ot “Some Popular Books of 97.” “ A Plea for 
the Revival of Cooper” is a literary article by 
Edwin L. Barle. “ Shall Man be Supplemented 
by Machinery ?” “ Natural Method of Unarity,” 
“ Higher Education in the Capital,” are other 
titles. (Donahoe Magezine Company: 611 Wash- 
8t., Boston.) 

— Music tor December isa rich namber in 
its contributions, and also in its illustrations. 
Beethoven is presented by an appreciative ad- 
mirer, and the portraits of him and the views of 
his home are attractive. Students of music will 
find it a valuable number. (Music Magazine 
Publishing Co.: Chicago.) 

——The complete novelette in Lippincott's 
for December is by Julia P. Dabney, entitled, 
« Poor Chola.” The other half of the magazine 
presents a good variety. George Etheibert 
Walsh tells us about “Gold Mining in North 
America.” “Toe Club Movement among 
Women ” is set forth by Emily Tolman. Short 
stories, sketches and poems find place, amon, 
them “Dr. Felix,” “ Egyptian Queens,” “ The 
Consolation of Gamaliel,” “ fleur-de-lis,” 
“Beards and Barbers,” etc. (J. B. Lippincott 
Co.: Philadelphia.) 

— The illustrated contribution on the Bibli- 
cal World tor December upon “ Children in 

Palestine,” is apropos to the season and is ex- 
ceedingly interesting and instructive. “ The 
Boyhood of Joseph,” “The Boyhood of 
Moses,” and “The Education of the Young 
Prophet Daniel,” fit into the stedy of 
the Christ Child with delightful appropriate- 


@ very fine number. 
Press.) 

— The Review tor Decem- 
ber is @ very able number, and several topics 
are discussed by writers of distinguished note. 





on “ The Spirit of Modern Methodism,” by Dr. 
W. T. Davison, will be read with gratefal Snoae- 
est. Much of this contribution is presented o 

soe llth in x ~ this paper. Other notable or 


‘ne Farm and the City,” by Sir 
Walter Bosant, and “‘ The Far Seals: be Amer- 
fean Owe,” by a British Naturalist. (Leonard 


Scott Pablication Company: New York.) 


Obituaries. 


Libby. — Rev. Charles E. Libby was born in 
wave — now South Auburn — Me., Dec. 14, 
1844, and died in Bostor, Maes., Oct. 24° 1897. 
Very early in life, under the preachin; ot Rev. 
BR. Davies, he = converted and jxined the 





Methodist Episcopal Oburch. His education 
was secured at je's Institute, Kent’s Hill 
Seminary,und Bangor Theological Seminary. 


Previous to his entering the ministry he was a 
teacher in the public schools, but bearing the 
Master's command, “ Go preach My Gospel,” be 
left the work wherein he had been eminently 
successful, and ip 1871 joined the Mast Maine 
a ) preaching with marked acceptabil- 

y at Sangerville, Lincoln, Brewer, Thomaston, 
Prhaten Rock and Belfast. In 1883 he was 
appointed presiding elder of Bucksport Vistrict, 
serving in Mihat capacity the full term of four 
yeare, when he was appointed to Kaight Memo- 
rial Church, Calais. 

Daring this year he received an invitation to 
become the president of Rust University at 
Holly Springs, Mies. ry the call, he 
was at once transferred to the Mississippi Gop- 

and d upon his duties, continu- 
ing in ‘this position until one year before bis 
death, when a severe brain trouble obliged bim 
to resign the work to others. From the first be 
was very much in love with the work in the 
South, hence being obliged to give it up was a 
great affliction to him. 

Leaving Mississippi very sc0n after he gave 
up his work, he came North as far as WA | 
where his last days were made as pleasant as 
possible by a friends In 1896 he was trans- 
ferred back to the East Maine Conference, and 
at the last ses«ion of that body, by his own re- 
quest, was superannuated. 

Mr. Libby was married in 1867 to Miss Sarah 
H. Haskens, of Durham, Me. Two of their 
three caiidren are left to mourn their loss, witb 
his second wite, Mrs. Sarah C. Estabrooks, 
whom he married in 1885 

Mr. Libby’s success 





in all bis work was 
marked. Possessing a resolute ana determined 
opisit, he usually brought to whatever he 
ndertook, both when in the te and in 
the field as a teacher. There are souls rejoicing 
today who found Christ through bis labors, and 
preachers in the field who were encouraged and 
belped to enter the work through bis ins'ru 
mentality. H. W. Norton 





Treat. — Simeon J. Treat was born in Win- 
terport, Me., Nov. 19, 1832,and died in Rock- 
por Me., Nov. 3, 1897. 

r. Treat met with @ change of heart when 
~ ae man. but did not anite with an 
church until 1883, when he joined the M. 
Church of Camcen. The following year he 
moved to pene , taking his letter with bim, 
and united wit eye of his choice in this 

was on ve mem 
church horiored him a owing upon im 
meny responsible offices. many 
years as steward and trustee, being chairman of 
the latter board at the time of his death. He 
was true and faithful to all the trusts laid 


cgee bins. 
Ais — wite went home early in : oe 


spring, and before the snow came the deat 
led Dp, and “he was not. ee 
took him.” Two daughters and several 


God 
grandchildren survive him. We mourn with 
them, but our loss is his gain. 

N. BR. PEARson. 





Tucker. — Johp Tucker was born in England, 
May 1814. He came to this country and 
settied in Millville ‘ebeut 1847, but d to 


Methodist Book Concern 
EATON & MAINS, Agents. 





Christmas Suggestions 


—FOR— 
Sunday School Teachers and Scholars. 


BOOKS. 
Little Books for Life's Guidance. 


“ Significant of the changed conditions and de- 
mands of modern religious life is the favt that 
we are living in an era of ‘little books.’ 
These volumes are compact in form and are 
prettily bound. They are written for Chris- 
tians, and are from men whose minds are sat- 
urated with the thought and language of the 
Scriptures.” 

Long 16mo. decorated cloth, each, 85;cts. 
18 TITLES IN THE SERIES. 


The Blessed Life Series, 

The names of Meyer and Murray bave long 
since become indissolubly associated with de- 
votiona! literature of the highest order. These 
volumes will be found to be of the cream of 
their writings. 

18mo, decorated cloth, each, net, 25 cts. 
8 TITLES) N THE SERIES. 


The Spirit-Filled Life Serles. 

Nota har in this series but has had a sale ex- 
coeding Twenty-five Thousand Copies — some 
exceeding 100,000, one over 250,000. 

12m, decorated cloth, each, net, 30 cts. 
9 TITLES IN THE SERIES. 


The Quiet Hour Series. 

A new series of smati books on subjects of vital 
importance, daintily bound in ivory-colored 
buckram, decorated on front and reverse cov- 
ers witb an extremely effective design. These 
little books by authors of spiritual renown 
deal with various phases of religious life in a 
brief bat comprehensive manner. 

Long 18mo, cloth, each, 18 cents. 
18 TITLES IN THE SERIES. 


What is Worth While Series. 

A series of short, practicai,and interesting 
volumes, daintily bound, and intended to fill the 
wants of those desiring inexpensive booklets of 
zeal value for gift purposes. 

Price, 25 cents per volume. 
60 TITLES IN THE SERIES. 





BIBLES. 


{(NTERNATIONAL 
Teachers’ Bibles.} 


Self. Pronouncing, 
Elegant Bindings, 
. ———— Clear Type. 


The Most! Scholarly Helps, 
The Latest Maps, 
Lowest in Price. 


This year we place upon the market an entirely 
new Bible in Long Primer type, giving the 
most readable book in the smaliest compess 
and at a very low price. 


THE SELF-PRONOUNCING BIBLES IN 
MINION AND LONG PRIMER TYPE 
CANNOT BE SURPAS:ED. 

We have selected four styles in each type, which 

we offer for the season at greatly reduced 


prices 
In Long Primer Tppe : 


Int. Mor coo. Div. Cireult, 81.50, 
Int. Moroece*. Div. Circuit, 2 25. 
Extra Meroceo Div. Circuit, 3.25. 
Levant Morocco. Div. uv. Cirentt, 4.50. 


Bibles'in same Bindings 


bition Are 
$1.25, $200, $3.00, $4.00 


Our Leader. 
MINION TEACHERS’ BIBLE. 


DIVINITY CIRCUIT. GOLD EDGES. 
LEATHER BOUND. PAPER LINED. 
Publishers’ price, $3.00. hg offer it for the 
season for $1.00 
Bibles will be mailed to any address for 25 cts. 
extra, and can be had with patent index on edge 
for 50 cents extra. 


Complete lists of all our books sent to any address on application. 
Address all orders to 


CHAS. R. MAGEE, Manager, 38 Bromfield St., Boston. 








Educational. Educational. 
Wesleyan Academy New Hampshire Confer- 


Winter term of 8ist year 
opens Wednesday, January 5, 1898. 
Rev. WILLIAM R. NEWHALL, 
Principal. 





. and resided there until his 


, 1897. 

Mr. Tucker united with the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church in Amesbury in 1872, under the 
labore of Rev. H.'B. Copp. He was an active 
worker in the church, attending the evening 
services till advancing’ age seemed to prohibit. 
Thoagh living two miles from the church and 
in his 84th year, he had been a regular attendant 
at the Sabbath morning services until two wecks 
before his death. He was an official member for 

many years and o_o every way worthy of 
the ition. fovek, and enjoyed 
— HERALD. foc ih be remembered for 
gone reonal testimonies, his generosity, his 
fdet ty, and his sterling Christian character. 

He was married in 1837, and his wite lived to 
celebrate with him dp iden wedding and 
about two years later him to the glory 
—— rend had five children, four of whom 

ames A., of Ipswich, Job 8., and 
So 7 Cc. Amesbu’ hon't Mrs. Elizabeth 
Lewis, of } t__ heir loss is great, but 
his reward issure. In this consolation hg can 








East Maine Seminary, 
Bucksport, Maine. 
W. A. Hutchison, A. M., Principal. 


Fall Term opens August 30. 
Gotage srepes Preparatory, See. Aqptoute, Normal, 


ence Seminary and 
Female College. 


53d year. 
Fall term opens Tuesday, Sept. 7, 1897. 


— b= = Seminary 
ence, ic, Blocuti 

French, German Greek, Statin Literature and 
Stenograph Good Commercial Department. 

Beautiful ‘or situation among the hills of the 

Granite State. Bracing air. Pure spring water 

Excellent board. A © tian home ander the 

supervision of the teachers of the faculty who 








usical Courses, M 
Cshege, with firet-clas« ins srectin. leoentlen uneur- 
passed. Basy of access by boat or by rail. Terms low. 
Send for Uatalogue. 





Maine Wesleyan Seminary 
and Female College. 


Kent's Hill, Main . 


Rev. A. F. CHASE, Ph. D., President. 
Winter Term opens Dec. 7. 


Send for Catalogue. 





~ HAIR 
HUMORS 


— irritated, scaly, crusted Scalps, dry, thin, 

4né falling Hair, cleansed, purified, and beautified 
mae doe etme eter re 
sional dressings with CuricurA, greatest of emob 
ents and skin cures. 


Qticura 


ope: Boston. war How to pop ty J. 


woe pepe pews 


1. Ite special care of health. 
Resident Nurse supervising work, diet and exercise; 
yundant food in good variety and well cooked ; early and 
mg sleep; a fine gymnasiam furnished by Dr. Sargent, 
f Harvard; bowling alley and swimming-bath; no reg- 
lar or foreknown examinations, ete. 

: een a epee aan 
Boston 











are of the household. 


tm” Send fora Ciadinhites dk Palit 
CEO. L. PLIMPTON, 
Tilton, N. H. 





THE 
Fisk Teachers’ (Agencies 
(Incorporated. 
EVERETT O. FISK & CO., 
Proprietors. 
¢ getbarten Fince , Boston, Boos. 
bat +) sath St, Washlanto Do °C. 
or 
SA ee 


Los Angeles, Oal. 

Bend to any of the above agencies for 100-page Agency 
Manual, free. Oorrespondence with employers is in- 
vited. Registrotion forms sent to teachers on applica- 
tion. 

Large numbers of school officers from all sections v1 
the country, including more than ninety per cent. of 
the Public School superintendents of New England, 
have applied to as for teachers. 

We have filled positions at salaries aggregating more 





$6,000,000. 
New England Px... <r re r 
NS pow iges 
Co mune Ps. 


Position, vocal and instrumental musi 
George W. Chadwick, Musical / 
received at any time 


W. BALE, 





For prospectus address 
. Boston, Mass. 
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JOHN H PRAY 
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PUBLISHER'S ANNOUNCEMENT 


FOR 1898. 


To THE MINISTERS OF THE SIx NEw ENGLAND 
CONFERENCES : 


We sincerely hope you will call the attention 
of your people to our 


SPECIAL PREMIUMS 
to old and new subscribers. 


The Genuine 
Oxford Teachers’ 


BIBLES. 


They are beautifully bound and make very 
attractive 


CHRISTMAS PRESENTS. 


They are printed by the Oxford University 
Press and are the best and most desirable Bibles 
ever produced. To new eubscribers an Oxford 
Bible — size of page 6% x4 inches — Egyptian 
seal, Divinity circuit, round corners, gilt edge, 
clear print, best of paper (publisher’s price, 
$2), will be given with Zion's HERALD, for 
83.50. 

Publisher's Price, $2.00 
Zion's HERALD, 1.50 


$4.60 
To our subscribers, with 


Zion's HERALD, 33 50 


A larger Bible in the same binding — siz* of 
page 8x5% inches (ouhlisher’s price, $275) — 
will be given, with Zion's HERALD, for $4.00. 

Publisher’s Price, $2.76 
Zion's HERALD, 260 
$5.25 

To our subscribers, with 


Zion's HERALD, $4.00 





By special arrangement with the pablisher we 
are evabled to offsr a few very valuable books, 
which should be in the hands of every Bible 
student: Jemieson, Faussett and Browne’s Com- 
mentary —a valuable work, former price 96 — 
with Zrons HERALD to Jan. 1, 1899, $4.50. 
Smith’s Bible Dictiorary — tormer price, $4 50 — 
with Zion's HBRALD to Jan. 1, 1808, $3.50. 
Conybeare and Howson's Life of St. Paul — for- 
mer price, $450 — with Zion's HERALD to Jan. 
1, 1899, $3.50. 

The same premiums are offered to old sub- 
scribers when they renew subscriptions for 1898. 


All business letters should be addressed to 


A. S. WEED, Publisher, 


36 Bromfield St., Boston. 


Review of the Week. 


Tuesday, December 14. 


— The American consulate in Havana guarded. 

— The non-return of the commissioners 
sent out by Gen. Pando in Cuba leads to the be- 
let that they have either been hanged or have 
joined the insurgents. 

— Thomas Bram, the murderer of the captain 
of the bark “ Herbert Faller,” to have a new 
trial; the U. 8. Supreme Court reverses his con- 
viction. 

Wednesday, December 15. 

ive, Executive and Judielary 
bill il betece the Me House. 

— The sale of the Kansas Pacific road post- 
poned until Feb. 15. 

—The National Board of Trade meets in 
Wasbington. 

— Political exiles from Ouba invited back by 
Marshal Bianco. 

— The all-round cut in wages in Fall River to 
be 11 1-9 per cent. 

— Commander and Mrs. Booth-Tucker get 
$10,000 for their colonization scheme in Uhicago. 


Thureday, December 16. 

—A strong effort to be made to secure from 
Congress the abolition of compulsory pilotage. 

—Emperor William visits his brother Prince 
Henry at Kiel; enthusiastic reception en route 
et Hamburg. 

—The last of the four aapews for the East 
River bridge ready for launching 

—The bill to probinis glo eal ing by 
Americans passes the House; civil arin 
debate on in the House 


—An infernal mechine discovered 
American consulate in Havana. 
Friday, December 17. 


—The two German cruisers, commanded by 
Prince Henry, start for China; the Kaiser visite 
Bismerce. 








in the 
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—Ja abandons ition to the annexa- 
tion of Hawaii. beta 
— Death, in om, Ky.. of Lewis 
Clark, the ‘inal of ‘. George Harris,” 
“ Uncle Tom’s Cabin;” he was 86 years old. 
— Attorney General McKenna nominated for 
~~ Supreme bench to succeed Justice Field, 


—Tbe Philippine insurgent leaders re 
to have yielded, and to have been permit to 
go to Hong Kong, 


Saturday, December 18. 


— The Seminoles agree with the Dawes com- 
migsion to extinguish tribal government. 

— Pneumatic mail service in this a 
the Post-offise and Union Station beg’ 

— The Amoskeag Company of Manchester, 
N. H., decides to cut the wages of its employees 
about 10 per cent. 

— The —_ transit Geert, New York ap- 
proved by the Supreme with certain con- 
ditions. 

— The importation of fur-seal skins into this 
country absolutely prohibited by the new law. 

— Alfred Harmsworth of London ite to 
Lieut. Peary the Arctic steamer “ Windward.” 

— Canada’s pri ition for a joint commis- 
sion to consider all disputes ined; suspen- 
sion of pelagic sealing must — first. 

— President Diaz opposes t 
oniration of the Chodtaws and a’ Cuickasawe ta 
ex 


Monday, December 20. 


— The street aaa of this city leased to the 
Elevated Road Company for twenty-five years. 

— German reinforcements sail to China; a 
Russian fiset occupies Port Arthur for the 
winter. 

— Manufacturers of wood-working machinery 
pivone.sen a trast in New York with « capital of 

— Congress adjourns to Jan. 5; the conference 
report on the Kiondike relief agreed to. 

— Jordan, a & Co., of this city, to give 
their ommarwe yet cent. of age individual 
sales in add fon t to thei: 

— The tombs of veteater ie and - ae in 
Pantheon in Paris —— to ar their 
places of sepulture; both skeletons found 

— Arrangements concluded for a crecker trust 
witb $55,000,000 capital. 

— A report that the Spanish General Ruiz who 
went to see the insurgent leader Aranguren has 
been shot, and that Aranguren sbared nis fate. 

— The Portiand (Ore.) Chamber of Commerce 
tenders to the Government a thousand tons of 
provisions for the Kiondike miners. 





MICHIGAN LETTER. 
“ N’importe.” 
WO months and a little more have passed 
since our Annual Conferences were held, 
and everything is moving now at a steady pace. 
The Conference sessions disturbed things some- 
what, and made several changes expected and 


unexpected. 

Bishop Vincent presided for the first time over 
Michigan, and Bishop Cranston over Detroit. 

Bishop Vincent was unlike some who have 
gone before in episcopal supervision here. No 
Bishop in many years has been more sharply 
criticised by some of the brethren who repre- 
sent a certain class of thought and experience. 
Some new things were introduced by this 
Bishop. The usual half-hour prayer- meeting 
before each daily session was supplanted by the 
Bishop’s “ Tals on Timothy,” and more breth- 
ren went to hear than formerly went to pray. 
And they heard. They heard many things to their 
edification, and many things to their instruc- 
tion. The Bishop expressed himself pretty free- 
ly and pretty vigorously concerning extrava- 
gances in evangelists and camp- meetings, until 
many of the brethren went forth to say Bishop 
Vincent does not believe in revivals or sanctifi- 
cation, and they further averred that said 
Bishop Vincent would give no man recognition 
or favor who believed in these things. And in 
all of this they did the Bishop an injustice. 
It is the truth to say that no Bishop's presi- 
dency over Michigan Conference has ever been 
of more value in checking extravagance and 
wild-fire-ism and fad-ism in the Conference than 
Bishop Vincent's. If for anything criticism 
was due, it may have been that too little time in 
the first three days of the session was given to 
the work of making appointments. 

President Little gave four fine lectures in the 
afternoon hour — one each day — and all classes 
of peopie of all denominations crowded the 
charch to hear them. 

In the Detroit Conference the special feature, 
outside the Conference work, was the pente- 
costal services conducted by Rev. Joseph H. 
Smith, of Greencastle, Ind. Mr. Smith is a mar- 
velous expounder of the Scriptures and the doc- 
trine of the higher life. His addresses made a 


deep feeling, earnest heart- searching, and intel- 
ligent seeking to be filled with all the fulness of 
God. The preachers, with Mr. Smith, tarried at 
Jerusalem, and many waited until they were en- 
doed with power from on high. It was e season 
of great spiritual profit. 

Some changes made by these Bishops presid- 
fog at the same time over the Conferences, 
hes surprised many. The appointment to the 





of asking, “ Are there any complaints ?” “ Any 
appeals tT” “ Any reports ?” eto., with becom- 
ing dignity and grace. Dr. Shier has beens 
resident of Detroit for several years, knows the 
Methodism of our first city well, and is a good 
manager of business affairs; so all expect pros- 
perity in Detroit Methodism under his leader- 
ship. 

The number of districts in Michigan Confer- 
ence was reduced from nine to seven, and that 
was not a popular exervise of prerogative on 
Bishop Vincent’s part. Some hopes were blast- 
ed when two districts disappeared and two less 
men could be appointed presiding elders, and 
that disappointed several and hurt their feel- 
ings. At the present writing there is a mutter- 
ing in the air to the effect that the Bishops 
year hence wil! be asked to restore the old fig- 
ure, But the presiding elders now in the saddle 
seem pretty well s«tisfied with the present ar- 
rangement, for they get larger salaries than be- 
fore, and this does not hurt their feelings. 4 

Several new men were appointed to district 
work, and reports through our Michigan Ad- 
vocate columns ere complimentary so far, and 
will doubtless be so until after they have had a 
band in cabinet work. 


A!bion Coliege now has a new president. Sev- 
eral candidates have appeared on the scene, 
either in person or by proxy, and looked the 
ground over, and in many cases “ Barkis 
was willin’,” but after a five hours’ session 
of the trustees some days ago,the end came 
and Rev. John P, Ashley, Ph. D., aged thirty-five, 
Eoglish born bat American bred, was elected tu 
that high place. Dr. Ashley had been around 
prospecting, and had preached in the college 
church puipit, and taiked in the ehapel, and 
had made so good an impression on all con- 
cerned that the faculty unanimously asked the 
trustees to make him their head. Dr. Ashley 
comes from Genesee Wesleyan Academy and so 


ine ‘behind it, surely then there isa 
brilliant fdoa for Albion 
The retiring president, Dr, 
reach his 77th ,» and 
after a long avd 
and tor in the are in ‘Michigan. 
— nue to in Albion 


honored by 
death, and ef = and affectionately remem- 





BOSTON SOCIAL UNION. 


E was a fortunate individual who was 
present at the meeting of the 
Union on Monday evening lest. Rarely 
two such speakers in a single evening favored 
the Union with their presence. Eloquence and 
humor were made as part of the intellectual 
feast, and the exercises were most enjoyable 
from first to inst. The gueste of the evening 
were Rev. George A. Gordon, D. D., of the New 
Qld South Church, Boston, and Rev.'A. A. 


Fy 


Malden. After the collation, Rev. Geo. 8. But- 
ters, of Somerville, offered prayer. 

The president introduced Dr. Gordon, who 
was heartily welcomed, and who said, in 
part: The whole Cltristian world owes debt 
to the genius and work of the Methodist 
denomination, to the examples of “our Meth- 
odist brethren.”” The great message of Method- 
ism was what gave it ite distinction. It was a 
message that went everywhere. He bad hada 
Calvinistic bringing up himself. He was 
brought up to believe in eternal damnation, and 
bis little mind was stoical in its acceptance of 
the doctrines inculcated. People today had no 
conception of the religion of those times. The 
beginning of the pew theology was the move- 
ment started by Wesley. The church had grown 
aristocratic and had lost power; the movement 
of Wesley reached out to the lost, the aban- 
doned, to those outside the church. Method- 





everywhere has always been the tle of 
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annual report, pass 
in review the work of the year. The’ report 
showed aslight decrease in membership. Hon. 
£. H. Dann gave the report of the commi tee 
on nominations. Th: offisers for the ensuing 
year are: oe M. a vieo- 
president, Geo. t'ers; secretary 
urer, Verooa B. hry” directors, Curtis G G. 
Metzler, Rev. Dr. K. L. G: 
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Mr, A. M. Williams, the new president of the 
Sootah Union, is a member of St. John’s Vbarch, 
South Boston, and bas long been known as one 
of the moet generous of our yosuaat Method ist 
laymen. He is an easy speaker and zealous for 
Methodism and all it represents. 

Mr. Vernon B. Swett, the new secretary and 
treasurer, is a graduate of Wesleyan U aiversity 
and a member of St. Mark’s Church, a 
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Six months ago if any one had asked us fora 
Quartered Oak Colonial Writing Desk at $5, we 
should have told him that the age of miracles 
was past. 

But today — le voila! And note especially that 


economical affair. It is built of solid oak, 


with French cabriole legs and brass trimmings. 


a deep outside drawer with separate lock. 


The interior is very spacious. There is a fall 
overhang, giving a clear writing surface 27 inches 
by 26 inches. The lid is supported on automatic 
brass sliders and has brass hinges and lock. There 
are pigéon holes, shelf drawer, etc., and a full gal- 
pasoshy. dn ch ge 


‘@ include a Ohair at a special Ohrist- 


unusual value. 
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